
 

- 1 - 
 

SWFRPC REGIONAL VISIONING COMMITTEE MEETING 
September 1, 2011 

 
 
The SWFRPC’s Regional Visioning Committee held a meeting/conference call on September 1, 2011 at 
the offices of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council.  The following members, guests and staff 
were in attendance: 
 
Committee Members 
 
Ms. Laura Holquist, Lee County Governor Appointee (Chair) 
Mr. Michael Grant, Charlotte County Governor Appointee  
Vice Mayor Mick Denham, City of Sanibel 
 
Other Council Members 
 
Councilman Teresa Heitmann, City of Naples 
Mr. Phil Flood, SFWMD 
 
 
Guests/Staff 
 
Ms. Liz Donley, SWFRPC Interim Executive Director 
Ms. Nichole Gwinnett, SWFRPC Sr. Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Jennifer Pellechio, EDC Coordinator 
Mr. James Beever, Senior Planner 
 
 
Item #1 - Call to Order 
 
Committee Chair Holquist called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. and then introductions were made. 
 
Item #2 - Updates from Subcommittee Chairs:  
 
Organization Review (Discussion on RPC Activities List) – Ms. Messina 
 
Both Chair Holquist and Ms. Donley reviewed the RPC Activities List. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Chair Holquist asked for the same schedule for FY2011 to be presented at the next meeting.  She feels 
that the Committee will be able to see a better breakdown for the local category.  Ms. Donley explained 
that her concern is that with the FY2011 Budget there was the DCA funds for ¾ of the year which was 
used by staff and we no longer have those funds for the last quarter of FY2011 and for FY2012. 
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Chair Holquist stated that she wants to know what the local funds are being used for.  What statutory 
requirement was the funds being used to fulfill.  What do we need the money for and what are we using 
for. 
 
(12:03) 
 
Next Meeting Date and Time 
 
Chair Holquist suggested scheduling the Regional Visioning Committee meetings bi-weekly on Thursday 
at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Ms. Donley explained that in order to advertise the committee meetings in the Florida Administrative 
Weekly (FAW) the soonest a meeting can be scheduled would be September 9th.  Since this is a 
Committee of the Council under Chapter 120 F.S. the Council is required to advertise in the FAW, many 
of the other RPCs, and we have operated this way in the past, do not apply the Chapter 120 requirement 
to the Council’s Committees.  However, depending on how sensitive the outcomes of this Committee 
are you might want to delay scheduling the next meeting until September 9th.  She personally feels that 
if you advertise the meeting in the newspaper and place it up on the Council’s website which is a 
practice which the Council has been going forward with in the past and there are other RPCs which have 
used the same practices, then September 1st is not an issue. 
 
Chair Holquist and Mr. Grant stated that they don’t believe that there will be an issue with moving 
forward with the September 1st meeting date. 
 
Councilman Banks asked how the Economic Development Subcommittee will move forward with inviting 
the EDC Directors to their first meeting.  Ms. Donley explained that the EDC Directors are not elected 
officials and the meeting will be coordinated through Council staff. 
 
The next Regional Visioning Committee meeting was scheduled for Thursday, September 1st at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


