Local Mitigation
In addition, the Act requires each local jurisdiction to have either its own local mitigation plan or actively
participate in the development and maintenance of multi-jurisdictional plans such as Florida’s Local
Mitigation Strategies (LMS). Local plans must be compliant with new federal mitigation planning criteria
and receive FEMA approval. Non-compliant jurisdictions will be ineligible for federal mitigation
assistance. Key points that must be addressed under the new criteria:
For multi-jurisdictional plans, every local jurisdiction participating must officially adopt the plan.
The plan must document the planning process including public comment, public, private, and
non-profit involvement; how the plan was prepared; who was involved; and how the public was
involved. The process should also include an opportunity for involvement of neighboring
communities and local and regional agencies.
Central to the development of a comprehensive mitigation plan is a risk assessment that
includes the identification of the vulnerability to each hazard in terms of population, buildings,
infrastructure and central facilities. The risk assessment must provide sufficient information to
enable the identification and prioritization of mitigation actions to reduce losses from the
identified hazards.
It must also contain an estimate of the potential dollar losses to vulnerable structures along with
a description of the methodology used to prepare this estimate.
The plan must establish a mitigation strategy to reduce potential losses identified in the risk
assessment.
The plan must outline a maintenance process that includes the method, schedule of monitoring,
evaluating, and updating on a five-year cycle.
Lee County Mitigation Plan
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council formally assisted Lee County with the development of
a Master Mitigation Plan in 2004. For more information about the Lee County Mitigation Plan, please
contact John Wilson, Emergency Management/Public Safety Director (239) 533-3911.

Local Mitigation Strategy Updates
All of the counties in Southwest Florida recently updated their LMS documents to meet the criteria of
the DMA2K. Several of the counties enlisted the help of the Council to complete this project.

