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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
(SWFRPC) ACRONYMS 

 
 
ABM - Agency for Bay Management - Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

ADA - Application for Development Approval  

ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act  

AMDA -Application for Master Development Approval  

BEBR - Bureau of Economic Business and Research at the University of Florida  

BLID - Binding Letter of DRI Status  

BLIM - Binding Letter of Modification to a DRI with Vested Rights 

BLIVR -Binding Letter of Vested Rights Status 

BPCC -Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinating Committee 

CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee 

CAO - City/County Administrator Officers 

CDBG - Community Development Block Grant  

CDC - Certified Development Corporation (a.k.a. RDC) 

CEDS - Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (a.k.a. OEDP) 

CHNEP - Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program 

CTC -  Community Transportation Coordinator  

CTD -  Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged  

CUTR - Center for Urban Transportation Research  

DCA - Department of Community Affairs 

DEP - Department of Environmental Protection 

DO - Development Order 

DOPA - Designated Official Planning Agency (i.e. MPO, RPC, County, etc.) 
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EDA - Economic Development Administration 

EDC - Economic Development Coalition 

EDD - Economic Development District  

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 

FAC - Florida Association of Counties 

FACTS - Florida Association of CTCs  

FAW - Florida Administrative Weekly 

FCTS - Florida Coordinated Transportation System  

FDC&F -Florida Department of Children and Families (a.k.a. HRS) 

FDEA - Florida Department of Elder Affairs  

FDLES - Florida Department of Labor and Employment Security  

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation 

FHREDI - Florida Heartland Rural Economic Development Initiative 

FIAM – Fiscal Impact Analysis Model  

FLC - Florida League of Cities 

FQD - Florida Quality Development  

FRCA -Florida Regional Planning Councils Association 

FTA - Florida Transit Association  

IC&R - Intergovernmental Coordination and Review  

IFAS - Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida  

JLCB - Joint Local Coordinating Boards of Glades & Hendry Counties  

JPA - Joint Participation Agreement  

JSA - Joint Service Area of Glades & Hendry Counties  

LCB - Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged 
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LEPC - Local Emergency Planning Committee 

MOA - Memorandum of Agreement  

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization 

MPOAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council  

MPOCAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizens Advisory Committee 

MPOTAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Advisory Committee  

NARC -National Association of Regional Councils 

NOPC -Notice of Proposed Change  

OEDP - Overall Economic Development Program  

PDA - Preliminary Development Agreement  

REMI – Regional Economic Modeling Incorporated 

RFB - Request for Bids  

RFP - Request for Proposals  

RPC - Regional Planning Council 

SHIP - State Housing Initiatives Partnership  

SRPP – Strategic Regional Policy Plan 

TAC - Technical Advisory Committee 

TDC - Transportation Disadvantaged Commission (a.k.a. CTD) 

TDPN - Transportation Disadvantaged Planners Network 

TDSP - Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plans  

USDA - US Department of Agriculture  

WMD - Water Management District (SFWMD and SWFWMD) 
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MINUTES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 18, 2010 
 
The regular meeting of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council was held on February 18, 
2010 at the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council – 1st Floor Conference Room at 1926 
Victoria Avenue in Fort Myers, Florida.  Chair Mick Denham called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m.  Commissioner Carolyn Mason led an invocation and Councilman Chuck Kiester led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Senior Administrative Staff Nichole Gwinnett conducted the roll call. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Charlotte County: Councilman Don McCormick, Commissioner Robert Skidmore, Ms. 

Andrea Messina  
 
Collier County:      Councilman Charles Kiester, Commissioner Jim Coletta, Councilwoman 

Teresa Heitmann, Commissioner Frank Halas  
  
Glades County:  Commissioner Kenneth “Butch” Jones, Dr. Edward Elkowitz 
 
Hendry County: Commissioner Karson Turner, Commissioner Tristan Chapman, Mr. 

Melvin Karau 
 
Lee County: Commissioner Tammy Hall, Commissioner Ray Judah, Mayor Mick 

Denham, Ms. Laura Holquist, Councilman Forrest Banks,  Mayor John 
Sullivan, Councilman Tom Babcock, Mr. Paul Pass,  Councilman John 
Spear 

  
Sarasota County: Commissioner Carolyn Mason, Mr. George Mazzarantani, Commissioner 

Tom Jones, Councilman Ernie Zavodnyik  
 
Ex-Officio Members:  Ms. Dianne Davies – SWFWMD, Mr. Jon Iglehart – FDEP,  

Mr. Phil Flood – SFWMD, Mr. Johnny Limbaugh – FDOT,  
Ms. Tammie Nemecek – EDC of Collier County 
 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT 

 
Charlotte County:  Commissioner Tricia Duffy, Mr. Alan LeBeau 
 
Collier County:  Mr. Bob Mulhere  
 
Glades County: Councilman Michael Brantley, Commissioner Paul Beck 
  
Hendry County:  Mayor Paul Puletti, Mayor Mali Chamness 
 
Lee County:  None 
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Sarasota County: Commissioner Jon Thaxton, Mr. David Farley  
 
Ex-Officio Membership: None  
 

INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Chair Denham introduced:  Ms. Diana McGee, Regional Director from US Senator Bill Nelson’s 
Office. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1 
AGENDA 

 
Ms. Messina moved and Commissioner Coletta seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM #2 
MINUTES OF JANUARY 28, 2010 

 
Commissioner Tom Jones stated that he had a correction under Agenda Item #11, page 14 of 105.  
He explained that it should read that “Commissioner Tom Jones announced that the City of 
North Port was about to have their groundbreaking for the Toledo Blade project and that the 
Sumter Boulevard project had received $1.4 million in Stimulus funds.”  
 

Councilman Kiester moved and Commissioner Halas seconded to approve the minutes of 
January 28, 2010 as amended.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Commissioner Judah moved and Mr. Pass seconded to approve the consent agenda: 
Agenda Item #3(a) Intergovernmental Coordination and Review; Agenda Item #3(b) 
Financial Statement for January 31, 2010; Agenda Item #3(c) The Fountains DRI – 
Sufficiency Response Extension; Agenda Item #3(d) Millennium Corporate Center DRI – 
Pre-Application Questionnaire Checklist; Agenda Item #3(e) Charlotte County 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DCA 10-1); and Agenda Item #3(f) Member 
Appointments and Certification for the Glades and Hendry County Joint Local 
Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 

VILLAGES OF LAKEWOOD RANCH SOUTH DRI – STAFF ASSESSMENT 
 

Mr. Dan Trescott of staff gave a PowerPoint presentation. 
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Mr. Mazzarantani moved and Ms. Messina seconded to recommend Conditional Approval 
of the Villages of Lakewood Ranch South DRI to be further conditioned on a finding of 
consistency with the local government comprehensive plan by the Sarasota County Board 
of County Commissioners. 

 
Commissioner Judah stated to Mr. Trescott that he feels that we are past the terminology of 
“drainage basins” and the thought process should be more towards watersheds.  He doesn’t feel 
that it is a subtle point, but an important point, that we start looking at these watersheds as an 
interval part of an entire ecosystem and not to just drain water off the land, and suggested that staff 
can change that terminology.  He then asked Mr. Trescott to elaborate on how the applicant is 
capturing traffic in terms of providing employment centers next to the living areas, so the residents 
don’t have to travel great distances to their places of employment; in order to make sure that they 
are consolidating to a mixed-use development. 
 
Mr. Trescott said to Commissioner Judah that he will start working on changing the terminology 
over to watersheds from drainage basins. 
 
Mr. Todd Pokrywa, Vice President of Planning at Schroeder Manatee Ranch, Inc. explained that 
the project is in between two of the largest major employment centers in Sarasota County and 
immediately adjacent to the project is the Lakewood Ranch Corporate Park DRI, which has 
entitlements for 6.2 million square feet and to date 2 million square feet has been developed.  
Within Lakewood Ranch there are approximately 15,000 jobs; however, many of those people are 
coming from offsite areas and other counties and that is why it is being proposed that so much 
workforce and affordable housing be built immediately adjacent to these two employment centers 
(Lakewood Ranch Corporate Park and the International Trade Center).  Overall, it is our objective 
to reduce the amount of traffic coming from offsite and burdening the surrounding roadway 
network, by having a better balance of housing to jobs and providing that workforce and affordable 
housing being immediately adjacent. 
 
Mr. Richard Stiles, Traffic Consultant with the project explained that with working both Sarasota 
County and FDOT, they came to an agreement on how to model the project and it wasn’t to call it 
internal capture but put in a more precise connection network between the adjacent DRIs to show 
a more interaction between the projects. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(a) 
Lower West Coast Watersheds Implementation Committee – Mr. David Crawford 

 
Fertilizer Legislative Update 
 
Mr. Jim Beever of staff explained that there was a wide number of issues going on relating to water 
quality issues in terms of rules in legislation that the committee has been keeping track of.  One 
that has recently come up since the last meeting is SB494 known as the Fertilizer Glitch Bill.  The 
bill adds further barriers for local governments to be able to adopt a stricter fertilizer rule than the 
State’s standard which was in the prior year’s fertilizer standard.  It inserts non-regulatory advisory 
agencies into the process requiring that local governments contact and consider their materials.  
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Also, it does not seem to grandfather prior adopted local government fertilizer rules. This is 
something that the committee is watching and that all local governments need to be aware of.  In a 
roundabout way it is another unfunded mandate, because it will require the local governments to 
go through many more steps before they are able to adopt a fertilizer ordinance that protects the 
water quality within its watershed.  As you know within the Council, there has been great concern 
that you are required to meet water quality standards with TMDLs in impaired waters and one of 
the tools that are available to you are the regulation of residential fertilizer, and that tool maybe 
removed if this bill passes in its current language.  
 
Chair Denham explained that he been in touch with his legislative staff in Tallahassee and they are 
watching this bill very closely and in their opinion it doesn’t have “a lot of legs” at the moment, but 
if it should get some legs he will personally do whatever he can to abort this activity. 
 

Commissioner Judah moved and Councilman Zavodnyik seconded to have staff prepare a 
letter for the Chair’s signature opposing the amendment that would pre-empt local 
governments’ oversight and regulation of fertilizer.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Councilman Spear requested that a copy of the signed letter be sent to all of the Council members. 
 
Stormwater Rulemaking Progress Report 
 
Mr. Beever explained that the committee is awaiting FDEP to produce the next draft for the 
committee’s review.  He understands that the next draft is scheduled to come out sometime in 
February.  
 
Mr. Iglehart stated that the next draft is scheduled to come out at the end of the week. 
 
Mr. Beever explained that the committee is anticipating that the next draft will include a lot of the 
improvements that FDEP has considered from the inputs that have been put together and will be 
addressing nitrogen as well as phosphorus, along with a number of other factors that will further 
improve stormwater treatment throughout the State including Southwest Florida.  The committee 
is looking forward to seeing the next draft so the committee can see if it includes the things that we 
have been told that it is going to include so we can put together a letter of support for this issue. 
 
Designated Uses and Surface Water Classification System Rule Update 
 
Mr. Beever explained that the process continues in the review of the designated uses.  There is a 
proposal to add one more designated use to the State, a different type of Class III water, which 
would address a lower water quality inside a specific parameter.  Their next workshop is February 
22nd from 1 to 5 pm at the Windham Orlando Resort. 
 
EPA Numeric Nutrient Standards 
 
Mr. Beever announced that the EPA has proposed Numeric Nutrient Standards for the State of 
Florida and a number of different entities have reviewed the proposal and submitted comments.  
The committee is currently reviewing the proposal, it provides nutrient standards for fresh waters, 
both lakes and streams, and then into the future for estuarine waters.  The committee’s position to 
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date is that it would be better if we set our nutrient standards based upon our local knowledge of 
the nutrient balances that we have already developed within our region. 
 
Commissioner Judah stated that it is his understanding that the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District has provided for the resources to conduct the appropriate analysis of local 
sites in their water bodies, but the South Florida Water Management District has not stepped 
forward to help in the funding of the analysis of water bodies that are local to our area. 
 
Mr. Flood explained that the South Florida Water Management District did receive the request 
from the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP).  District staff did have some 
specific questions which were sent back to CHNEP staff and they have responded back to those 
questions, but at this point the District has not made a decision to move forward, but has not said 
no to the funding.  District staff is still reviewing the information that CHNEP staff had responded 
back with. 
 
Commissioner Judah asked the criteria between loading versus concentration, is EPA focusing on 
one or the other or both.  Mr. Beever explained that it is a mix, in some cases they are looking at 
concentration and in other cases they are looking at loading. 
 
Ms. Holquist stated that it is her understanding that the EPA Numeric Nutrient Standards has 
really good legs and that it would take congressional intervening to stop it from happening and you 
could expect everything to start to kick-in by October.  From the development side, a lot of 
developers are saying that it is way too expensive to develop, but we have seen some engineering 
reports state that it might be less costly to develop under the new rules because the biggest impact 
is going to be on the utility companies.  It is really going to affect the cities, counties and utility 
systems. 
 
Mr. Beever said that part of it is really unanswered questions; the main concern has come from 
utilities both public and private.  It is whether they need to meet these standards with the effluent 
that they emit from their final treatment, or does that standard have to meet in the receiving water 
body after the mixing. 
 
Chair Denham gave an overview of HB727 regarding sewage treatment.   
 
Commissioner Judah explained that it would be a benefit to Lee County’s utilities as a cost 
standpoint if the Numeric Nutrient Standards were adopted; because of the current problems that 
we are having with the nutrients creating the green algae issues with the water treatment processes, 
it is extremely costly to correct.  He then asked Mr. Iglehart how it conflicts with FDEP’s efforts in 
implementing TMDL’s in regards with what EPA is promoting with the Numeric Nutrient 
Standards.  Mr. Iglehart explained that it would make it more expensive for the local governments 
to comply with the TMDL criteria. 
 
Ms. Donley announced that on March 3rd the CHNEP is sponsoring a workshop committee 
meeting at the Council’s offices to discuss the various water quality rules that are currently being 
proposed. 
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Councilman McCormick asked if there is good baseline information on water quality that is 
consistent throughout our area.  Mr. Beever replied yes, but he wouldn’t say that it is consistent.  
Some of the coastal counties have a much better comprehensive data set than the interior counties.  
Some water bodies have been much thoroughly studied than others.  We do have enough for 
estuarine set points and for our major freshwater bodies. 
 
Chair Denham explained that the committee has included a draft resolution in the Council’s 
agenda packet for the Council’s review; however, Dr. Elkowitz has some minor changes which will 
be made and then the resolution will be brought back to the Council for approval at its March 18th 
meeting. 
 
Dr. Elkowitz stated that he would like to include hydrocarbons and EDCs in surface water.  Mr. 
Beever stated that it is appropriate to include both hydrocarbons and EDCs. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6(a) 
SFWMD Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan Update 

 
Mr. Flood introduced Ms. Cynthia Gefvert, Section Leader, Water Supply Planning of SFWMD’s 
Water Supply Management Department. 
 
Ms. Gefvert gave a PowerPoint presentation on SFWMD’s Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan 
Update. 
 
Councilman McCormick asked if the ASR well program has been on hold because of the arsenic 
problem.  Ms. Gefvert replied that it is her understanding that there are issues with it and they 
haven’t solved the arsenic migration issue.  There are people looking are various methods and 
until the issues are resolved the ASR well program is on hold. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6(c) 
Other Regional Issues 

 
Chair Denham stated that there are no other regional issues at this time. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #7 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Ms. Jessica Staubs, The Conservancy of Southwest Florida expressed the Conservancy’s concerns 
about the proposed Designated Uses and Surface Water Classification System Rule.  She 
distributed a handout listing their concerns. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #8 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 

 
Mr. Heatherington thanked staff for their time in preparing the Villages of Lakewood Ranch South 
DRI Staff Assessment.  He then read a message from Ms. Tina Matte in regards to the passing of 
Mr. Steve Webb and asked for a moment of silence. 
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Mr. Heatherington announced that there was a guest commentary in the Fort Myers News-Press in 
response to an earlier news article that described the Council as “eco-activists.”  
 
Mr. Heatherington stated that under legislative monitoring there are a number of shell bills. 
 
Mr. Heatherington noted that the Harborview Substantial Deviation DRI Staff Assessment will be 
on the March 18th agenda. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9 
STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 

 
SWFWMD – Ms. Davies announced that the SWFWMD is currently in the process of updating 
their Regional Water Supply Plan and will be requesting time on the Council’s agenda to give a 
presentation to the Council on the update within the next couple of months. 
 
FDOT – Mr. Limbaugh announced that FDOT is currently in the process of updating its Florida 
Transportation Plan to 2060.  The plan is a guiding principal of how to address transportation of 
the future to look at safety and how to approach safety as a priority, as well as security, mobility, 
etc.   It also sets goals and objectives that FDOT can share with our MPOs and our other 
jurisdictions as the MPOs develop their Long Range Plans and the rural counties do their 
comprehensive plans and address transportation needs.  FDOT will be conducting a webinar to 
kick-off the process on March 10 from 2-3 pm; we have set up a couple of locations (SWFRPC 
and FDOT/SWAO, District 1 Offices) for those who do not have internet access.  It is a statewide 
event so there are various locations across the state that will be participating. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #10 
COUNCIL ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 

 
Ms. Donley stated that she had no comments at this time. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #11 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Chair Denham announced that Sanibel opened its newest edition of below market rate housing.  
They opened 16 brand new accommodations, which are salary capped for people earning $45,000 
or less and the program has been in existence for 30 years; there are currently 98 homes within the 
program on Sanibel and they are operated by a non-profit organization.  He explained that within 
the last 16 units that just opened eight of the units are available for purchase. 
 
Mr. Pass announced that the 2010 Census has started and he emphasized that the people of the 
area need to be counted because Florida is not receiving its fair share of federal money. 
 
Mr. Heatherington stated that the Council had signed a partnership agreement with the Census 
Bureau and he received a call from the Census Bureau asking for the use of space within the 
Council’s offices during April 27-30th so they can count the surveys locally. 
 

13 of 651



Commissioner Butch Jones noted that there was an article in the Governing Magazine on Water 
Wars and he encouraged everyone to read the article.  He then invited everyone to the Chalo 
Nitka Festival in Moore Haven on March 5-7th. 
 
Mr. Karau invited everyone to the Swamp Cabbage Festival in LaBelle on February 27-28th. 
 
Commissioner Hall invited everyone to Edison Festival of Light Grand Parade in downtown Fort 
Myers on February 21st. 
 
Mr. Mazzarantani thanked staff for their hard work on the DRI staff assessment. 
 
Commissioner Turner invited any of the members that would like to ride a horse in the Chalo 
Nitka Parade or the Swamp Cabbage Parade to contact him.  He asked the members to please 
support the local 4-H groups. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #12 
ADJOURN 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Commissioner Karson Turner, Secretary 
 
 
The meeting was duly advertised in the February 5, 2010 issue of the FLORIDA 
ADMINISTRATIVE WEEKLY, Volume 36, Number 05. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Agenda Item #3(a) – Intergovernmental Coordination and Review 

 
Approve administrative action on clearinghouse review items. 

 
Agenda Item #3(b) – Financial Statement for February 28, 2010 

 
Approve the financial statement for February 28, 2010 as presented. 

 
Agenda Item #3(c) – Estero Bay ABM Elections, Workplan, Bylaws DRI – Sufficiency 
Response Extension 

 
Information Item. 

 
Agenda Item #3(d) – Collier County Comprehensive Plan Amendments (DCA 10-1) 
 
Approve staff comments.  Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Community 
Affairs and Collier County. 

 
Agenda Item #3(e) – Lee County Red Sox Stadium DRI – Development Order Review 
 
Approve the development order as presented. 
 
Agenda Item #3(f) – North Port Gardens DRI – Request for Extension 
 
Approve the request for extension. 
 
Agenda Item #3(g) – Florida Gulf Coast Technology & Research Park DRI – Request for 
Extension 
 
Approve the request for extension. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve consent agenda as presented. 

3/2010 
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Project Review and Coordination Regional Clearinghouse Review 
 
 
The attached report summarizes the project notifications received from various governmental and non-
governmental agencies seeking federal assistance or permits for the period beginning February 1, 2010 and 
ending February 28, 2010. 
 
The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council reviews various proposals, Notifications of 
Intent, Preapplications, permit applications, and Environmental Impact Statements for compliance with 
regional goals, objectives, and policies of the Regional Comprehensive Policy Plan.  The staff reviews such 
items in accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination and Review Process (Chapter 29I-5, 
F.A.C.) and adopted regional clearinghouse procedures. 
 
Council staff reviews projects under the following four designations: 
 

Less Than Regionally Significant and Consistent - no further review of the project can be expected 
from Council. 

 
Less Than Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Council does not find the project to be of regional 
importance, but notes certain concerns as part of its continued monitoring for cumulative impacts 
within the noted goal areas. 

 
Regionally Significant and Consistent - Project is of regional importance and appears to be consistent 
with Regional goals, objectives and policies. 

 
Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Project is of regional importance and appears not to be 
consistent with Regional goals, objectives, and policies.  Council will oppose the project as submitted, 
but is willing to participate in any efforts to modify the project to mitigate the concerns. 

  
The report includes the SWFRPC number, the applicant name, project description, location, funding or 
permitting agency, and the amount of federal funding, when applicable.  It also includes the comments 
provided by staff to the applicant and to the State Clearinghouse (Office of Planning and Budgeting) in 
Tallahassee. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the administrative action on Clearinghouse Review items. 
 
 3/2010 
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ICR Council - 2010
SWFRPC # Name1 Name2 Location Project Description Funding Agent Funding Amount Council Comments

2010-13 Mr. Frank 
Ramsey, 
Manager

Collier County 
Dept. of 
Housing & 

Collier County Collier County Dept. of Housing & 
Human Services - Collier County 
2008 Disaster Recovery Initiative.

Dept. of Housing 
and Urban 

$9,963,208.00 Less Than Regionally 
Significant and 
Consistent

Thursday, March 04, 2010 Page 1 of 1
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Review in Progress

SWFRPC # First Name Last Name Location Project Description Funding 
Agent

Funding 
Amount

Council 
Comments

2010-03 Sarasota County Community Haven for Adults and 
Children with Disabilities, Inc. - 2010 
U.S.C. Section 5310 Grant.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$136,000.00 Review in Progress

2010-14 Collier County FDEP Joint Coastal Permit (File No. 
0142538-008-JC) - Wiggins Pass 
Maintenance Dredging in Collier 
County, FL.

Review in Progress

Thursday, March 04, 2010 Page 1 of 1
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Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management Election of Officers, By-Laws, and 2010 Workplan 
 
The Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management (ABM) was established in 1996 in accordance with 
the settlement agreement for the completion of permitting for Florida Gulf Coast University 
(FGCU), after the completion of the Arnold Committee study process. The ABM membership 
consists of, but is not limited to, representatives  from the following: local chambers of 
commerce, citizen and civic associations, Lee County government, the South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD), the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP),  
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), FGCU, the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC), commercial and recreational fishing interests, 
environmental and conservation organizations, the Responsible Growth Management Coalition 
(RGMC), the Town of Fort Myers Beach, the City of Sanibel, scientists, affected property 
owners and the land development community. The ABM is a non-regulatory, advisory body 
whose directive is to make recommendations to the SWFRPC for the management of Estero Bay 
and its watershed (Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 2004).  The waters of Estero Bay 
provide a tremendous resource for local residents and tourists who enjoy fishing and appreciate 
the local vegetation and wildlife. It is also important to note that Estero Bay is Florida's first 
aquatic preserve (Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 2009).  
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Each year the EBABM has elections of officers and develops an Annual Workplan for the upcoming year. 
In order to address the lack of staff funding for EBABM, the Agency established a new position of 
recording secretary. The By-Laws of the EBABM were updated and approved by the EBABM.  This was 
the first update in 13 years. The Annual Workplan, entitled PROPOSED PROJECTS AND 
ACTIVITIES 2010, was developed and approved. 

This year the EBABM officers are Mr. Paul O’Connor with Lee County as the Chair, Councilman Tom 
Babcock with the Town of Fort Myers Beach as Vice Chair and Ms. Sarah Larsen a student with Florida 
Gulf Coast University as Recording Secretary.   

Recommended action is acceptance of the roster of elected officers, the 2010 annual workplan, and the 
new by-laws. 
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ESTERO BAY AGENCY ON BAY MANAGEMENT 
PROPOSED PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 2010 

Adopted by EBABM on December 14, 2009 

 

1. Develop strategies and recommend actions to reduce impairment to Estero Bay waters.  
This will include comment on important initiatives including SWIM, development of 
TMDLs, Pollution Load Reduction Goals (PRGs), Basin Management Action Plans 
(BMAPs), , and refinement of the Southwest Florida Special Basin Rule. 

 

2. Seek funding support from EBABM partners and external grant sources for staff support 
of the EBABM. 

 

3. Review specific Agency review processes (and accompanying rules) to determine 
whether the principles of the ABM for effective bay management are included, and report 
back to the Council on deficiencies that are noted.  This year we will focus on water 
quality regulations, implementation, and compliance. 

 

4. Coordinate activities with the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program, the Estero Bay 
Nutrient Management Partnership, and the Southwest Florida Watershed Council. 

 

5. Review and comment on factors affecting recreational use of the bay.  This year we will 
focus on the new No Internal Combustion Motor Zones (NICMZs) with an emphasis on 
the development of a monitoring plan. 

 

6. Provide Comments and Report to the SWFRPC on relevant Items of Review such as; 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments, Developments of Regional Impact, update of the 
Strategic Regional Policy Plan, Intergovernmental Coordination and Review projects, etc. 

 

7. Collect and maintain a data library for Estero Bay at the offices of the Regional Planning 
Council. 

 
8. Review and comment to regulatory agencies on issues affecting Estero Bay and its 

watershed. 
 

9. Review and comment on other current issues affecting Estero Bay. 
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ESTERO BAY AGENCY ON BAY MANAGEMENT 

By-Laws 

 

I. Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

A. An advisory group entitled the Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management, herein referred 
to as the ABM, is a standing committee of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council, herein referred to as the Council. 

B. The ABM is a non-regulatory advisory body whose directive is to make comments and 
recommendations for the management of Estero Bay and its watershed.   

C.  The ABM is housed within the Council.  Council staff supports the ABM. 

D. The ABM shall continue to seek state and federal funds, and other outside grants, to 
support staff functions and to undertake other studies, projects and efforts to protect the 
Bay and its watershed. 

E. Members of the ABM serve without compensation and travel reimbursement. 

F. Every attempt shall be made to ensure a business, environmental, public interest and 
geographic balance of representation in the ABM. 

G. The ABM strives to improve the comprehensive management of Estero Bay among 
governmental, business, environmental, and public interest organizations and individuals.   

H. The ABM shall serve to monitor and coordinate the existing regulatory programs and 
studies of all federal, state, regional and local agencies involved in the management of 
Estero Bay. 

I. The ABM shall annually review and periodically update the State-of-the-Bay document 
highlighting new issues, problems and progress in the comprehensive management of 
Estero Bay. 

J. The ABM collects and maintains data concerning the Estero Bay watershed, and makes 
such data available to the public.  The information will reside with the SWFRPC.   

K.   The ABM sponsors regional environmental conferences, emphasizing growth 
management and natural resource issues in the Estero Bay watershed. 

L. The ABM also reviews and comments upon the South Florida Water Management 
District's Estero Bay management and improvement study as it is developed and 
implemented.   
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M.   Decisions of the ABM shall be guided by the Principles of the Estero Bay Agency on Bay 
Management. 

II. Membership/Terms of Office 

A. The ABM shall consist of no more than 30 members to include, but not be limited to: 
local Chambers of Commerce, citizen and civic associations, elected officials, Lee 
County, South Florida Water Management District, Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council, commercial and recreational 
fishing interests, environmental and conservation organizations, Responsible Growth 
Management Coalition, Ft. Myers Beach Civic Association, Citizens Association of 
Bonita Beach, scientists, affected property owners, and the land development community.  

B. Representatives from any of the groups listed in section II paragraph A may apply for 
membership.  Representatives are nominated by their respective constituencies to serve 
on the ABM.  Changes in representation can be made at any time by the respective 
represented organizations and upon notification to the ABM Chair with annual 
confirmation by the SWFRPC. 

C. Additional representatives may be added to the ABM by a simple majority vote of the 
quorum of the ABM. 

III. Meetings 

A. The ABM will hold regular meetings at least four times a year, or more often if 
necessary, to carry out its responsibilities, as called by the ABM Chair. Meetings will be 
conducted in accordance with procedures set out in Robert’s Rules of Order. 

B. Special meetings may be called by a request of a majority of the ABM members, in 
which case the Chair will schedule a meeting as soon as possible. 

C. The time and location of the next regular meeting will be scheduled prior to the 
adjournment of any regular meeting. 

D. All meetings of the ABM will be noticed on the Council web page.  All meetings will 
conform to applicable Federal, State, and local public notice/public access requirements.  
General guidance is to be provided by Florida’s “Government in the Sunshine” Law. 
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IV. Chairperson of the ABM 

A. The Chair, the Vice Chair, and the Recording Secretary of the ABM shall be elected 
annually at or near the beginning of the calendar year by a majority of the quorum of the 
ABM at a properly noticed meeting. 

B. The SWFRPC shall confirm the election. 

C. In the absence of both chairs, the other members of the committee will select a chairman 
for that meeting only. 

V. Subcommittees 

A. The ABM establishes the standing Issues and Agenda Subcommittee open to any 
interested ABM member. 

B. The ABM can establish additional standing and ad hoc subcommittees as determined 
necessary for the conduct of business and shall approve any by-laws or operating 
procedures for such subcommittees. 

VI. Voting and Quorum 

A. Each member has one vote.  

B. Members of the ABM are expected to be represented at all regular meetings.  If a 
member organization misses representation at three consecutive meetings, the Chair will 
request the agency or organization involved to nominate a new representative for the 
ABM. 

C. A quorum of the ABM shall be at least 50% of the members of the ABM. Any member 
that is not represented at three consecutive meetings shall not be included in determining 
the 50% count.   

VII. Staff Participation 

A. Each member of the ABM may bring staff participants to meetings.   

B. Staff participants can participate fully in meeting discussions, but may not vote. 

VIII. Public Participation at Meetings 

A. All meetings of the ABM will be open to the public.   

B. A portion of time will be allocated at each meeting for public comment. 
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IX. Agendas 

A. The Issues and Agenda Subcommittee shall prepare an agenda, in conjunction with the 
Chair, for each regular meeting. 

B. ABM members wishing to place items on the agenda shall consult with the Chair not 
later than 7 days before the meeting. 

C. The ABM Chair may accept additions to agendas within his or her sole discretion or upon 
a majority vote of members present and voting. 

X. Conflict of Interest 

A. No member of the ABM or staff representative shall participate in any decision or vote, 
which would constitute a conflict of interest under Federal or State law. Members must 
clearly state any potential conflicts of interest prior to any discussion and abstain from 
such discussion. 

B. A member may abstain from a vote at any time. 

XI. Adoption/Amendment of By-Laws 

These by-laws are adopted upon an affirmative vote of a quorum of the ABM.  These by-laws 
may be revised at any meeting of the ABM by a two-thirds majority vote of members present 
and voting provided that prior written notice of the proposed change has been given not later 
than 7 days prior to the meeting. 

FIRST EDITION APPROVED 10th DAY OF FEBRUARY 1997. 

REVISED and APPROVED THIS 8th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2010 
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Agenda Item 
 
 

NORTH PORT GARDENS REQUEST FOR SUFFICIENCY RESPONSE EXTENSION  
 
 
 
The applicant’s agent for the North Port Gardens Development of Regional Impact Application for 
Development Approval (ADA) has requested a 60-day extension to the deadline for responding to the 
ADA’s sufficiency questions.  The Florida Administrative Code’s DRI Rule 29I-4.001(5) allows the 
Executive Director of the Regional Planning Council to administratively grant an initial 45-day time 
extension to any sufficiency response period.  The Executive Director granted a 45-day extension to the 
sufficiency response period on March 28, 2008.  The initial extension set the new deadline for sufficiency 
responses to May 19, 2008.   
 
Subsequent sufficiency response extensions: 
 
Request Received Prior Deadline New Deadline Meeting Date 
 

Council Action 

May 07, 2008 May 19, 2008 August 17, 2008 May 15, 2008 Approved 
May 30, 2008 August 17, 2008 November 15, 2008 June 19, 2008 Approved 
October 07, 2008 November 15, 2008 December 17, 2008 October 16, 2008 Approved 
November 12, 2008 December 17, 2008 January 31, 2009 November 20, 2008 Approved 
January 07, 2009 January 31, 2009 March 02, 2009 January 15, 2009 Approved 
February 11, 2009 March 02, 2009 May 31, 2009 February 19, 2009 Approved 
April 09, 2009 May 31, 2009 August 29, 2009 April 16, 2009 Approved 
June 01, 2009 August 29, 2009 September 28, 2009 June 18, 2009 Approved 
September 04, 2009 September 28, 2009 December 27, 2009 September 17, 2009 Approved 
November 03, 2009 December 27, 2009 February 25, 2010 November 19, 2009 Approved 
January 12, 2010 February 25, 2010 March 27, 2010 January 28, 2010 Approved 
 
The applicant has submitted an e-mail requesting a 60-day extension to the sufficiency response period 
(please see Attachment I).  The new proposed deadline for sufficiency responses would be May 26, 2010.  
The Florida Administrative Code’s DRI Rule 29I-4.001(5) states “Any further time extension, beyond the 
discretionary 45 day time extension, must be formally requested by the applicant and approved by the 
SWFRPC board at its regular monthly meeting, prior to expiration of the discretionary 45 day extension.” 
 
Staff recommends approval of this extension. 
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Agenda Item 
 
 

FLORIDA GULF COAST TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH PARK REQUEST FOR 
SUFFICIENCY RESPONSE EXTENSION  

 
 
 
The applicant’s agent for the Florida Gulf Coast Technology and Research Park Development of Regional 
Impact Application for Development Approval (ADA) has requested a 90-day extension to the deadline for 
responding to the ADA’s sufficiency questions.  The Florida Administrative Code’s DRI Rule 29I-
4.001(5) allows the Executive Director of the Regional Planning Council to administratively grant an 
initial 45-day time extension to any sufficiency response period.  The Executive Director granted a 45-day 
extension to the sufficiency response period on June 09, 2008.  The initial extension set the new deadline 
for sufficiency responses to July 25, 2008.  Subsequent to the granting of the 45-day extension, the 
applicant’s agent submitted a sufficiency response to the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council.  
The sufficiency response was reviewed and additional questions were sent to the applicant’s agent on July 
18, 2008.  The 120-day sufficiency response period was set to expire on November 16, 2008.   
 
Subsequent sufficiency response extensions: 
 
Request Received Prior Deadline New Deadline Meeting Date 
 

Council Action 

October 10, 2008 November 16, 2008 December 31, 2008 October 16, 2008 Approved 
November 10, 2008 December 31, 2008 March 31, 2009 November 20, 2008 Approved 
February 24, 2009 March 31, 2009 June 29, 2009 March 19, 2009 Approved 
May 13, 2009 June 29, 2009 September 27, 2009 June 18, 2009 Approved 
August 28, 2009 September 27, 2009 December 26, 2009 September 17, 2009 Approved 
December 02, 2009 December 26, 2009 March 26, 2010 December 17, 2009 Approved 
 
The applicant has submitted another letter requesting a 90-day extension to the sufficiency response period 
(please see Attachment I).  The new proposed deadline for sufficiency responses would be June 24, 2010.  
The Florida Administrative Code’s DRI Rule 29I-4.001(5) states “Any further time extension, beyond the 
discretionary 45 day time extension, must be formally requested by the applicant and approved by the 
SWFRPC board at its regular monthly meeting, prior to expiration of the discretionary 45 day extension.”   
 
Staff recommends approval of this extension. 
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SWFRPC RESOLUTION #2010-02 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING 
COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF THE FEDERAL LAW CONCERNING EMERGING 

SUBSTANCES OF CONCERN 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (Council) supports the 

objectives of the Endocrine Disruption Prevention Act of 2009 (HR 4190) addressing the 
problem of Emerging Substances of Concern; and 

 
WHEREAS, As of August 2007, more than 32 million substances, including hydrocarbons 

and  Endocrine Disrupting Compounds (EDCs), were registered with the American Chemical 
Society’s Chemical Abstract Service, with over 15 million of them being commercially available; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, regulatory controls only exist for approximately 250,000 (1.6%) of these 

substances; and 
 
WHEREAS, 98% of the commercially available compounds are not inventoried and are 

essentially unregulated substance, some having a high degree of uncertainty associated with 
their environmental fate, transport, and toxicological effects of these substances due to a lack 
of analytical methods that allow the confident determination of their presence, a lack of 
toxicological studies that give direct information on how dangerous a substance is to various  
plant and animal groups, and the fact that environmental risks cannot be meaningfully assessed 
without such information, and as a result, an effective agency action cannot be developed; and 

 
WHEREAS, in less than two (2) years (August 2005 to August 2007), more than five (5) 

million new chemicals were added to the registry, and five (5) million additional chemicals 
became commercially available; and 

 
WHEREAS, at the current rate of chemical development, the fraction of unregulated to 

regulated chemicals will continue to increase exponentially. Once available in the market place, 
many of these substances are eventually released into the environment, where they pose an 
unknown level of risk to humans, animals, and plants;  

 
WHEREAS, the Federal government is proposing legislation to address these issues. The 

legislation is known as the Endocrine Disruption Prevention Act of 2009 (HR 4190).  The 
legislation would authorize a new research program at the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences to identify Endocrine Disrupting Compounds (EDCs) and establish an 
independent scientific panel to guide research and prioritize chemicals for testing.  The panel 
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determination of even minimal concern about a compound would compel Federal regulatory 
agencies to propose control steps within six (6) months; and  

 
WHEREAS, the legislation, if passed, will improve existing governmental efforts so that 

data can be obtained in a timely, accurate, and practical manner that is needed to protect 
public health.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL: 

 
While Council recognizes the significant challenges for environmental protection 
agencies to monitor and provide chemical-specific regulation for more than fourteen 
(14) million substances because it is impractical due to the sheer number of compounds 
and potential cost of the monitoring and regulatory actions, Council expresses support 
for the Endocrine Disruption Prevention Act of 2009 (HR 4190) to expand environmental 
research, monitoring and regulation of Endocrine Disrupting Compounds (EDCs).   

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Council this 18th day of February, 2010. 

 
 
    SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
 
 

 
     
 
 Mick Denham, Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 

                                               Kenneth Heatherington, Executive Director 
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2010 CENSUS PRESENTATION 

 

As noted in the Ft. Myers News Press, “The Count is on, and the Accuracy is Critical.”  
 
The census counts the population of the United States every 10 years and is mandated by 
the constitution. The final state by state count is used to apportion the number of 
members of the House of Representatives; the larger a state’s population, the more 
representatives in the House. 
 
Census statistics are also used for allocating federal dollars for many social and economic 
programs.   
 
Beginning Monday, March 15th, each residence will receive this year’s census form. Each 
household is expected to return the form by mail. If not returned by mail, beginning May 
1st census takers will visit non-compliant households to acquire census information. 
 
The census has been taken every 10 years since 1790 when 3.9 million people were 
counted. In the last American census in 2000, the country had approximately 281 million 
residents. 
 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  For your information and staff direction.  

 

3/2010 
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2010 CENSUS 
The 2010 Census will arrive in the mailboxes of more than 120 million households next week. Is your community 
ready?  

We are asking leaders nationwide to take part in the Take 10 Challenge – Inspire your constituents to take 10 
minutes to fill out and mail back their 2010 Census forms.  

Here’s what you can do:  

1. CHALLENGE the people in your town, city, county, state or tribal area to respond at a higher rate than they did 
during Census 2000. Check out how you did in 2000 by finding it on our 
(http://2010.census.gov/2010census/take10map/). See how it compared to the national average. Tell your people 
about it!  

2. SET UP A FRIENDLY COMPETITION with another area. Think you can beat them in 2010? Set it up, announce it, 
and use our automatic tracking tools (coming March 22!) and (http://2010.census.gov/partners/toolkits/toolkits-
take10.php) to inspire your residents to mail back their census forms.  

3. PROVIDE CONSTANT REMINDERS. Let’s face it, when the mail comes we don’t always get to it right away. Keep 
reminding the people in your community that they need to TAKE 10 minutes to fill out the very simple, 10-question 
census form. Use the templates and ideas in the to help (http://2010.census.gov/partners/toolkits/toolkits-take10.php)  

4. MAKE SURE YOUR PEOPLE KNOW HOW THEY’RE DOING. Your area’s census mail participation rate will be 
updated daily beginning March 22. You’ll be able to download a Web-based “widget” that will automatically update 
your area’s daily rate on your Web site. Post it on your area’s Web site, encourage your media as well as others in 
your community to post it. Be creative. Got a centralized electronic billboard? Update it daily. Community access 
channels? Get them on board too.  

5. TELL YOUR PEOPLE HOW A COMPLETE AND ACCURATE CENSUS WILL BENEFIT YOUR COMMUNITY. 
Census data help determine how more than $400 billion is distributed to state, local and tribal areas every year. Make 
sure your community gets its fair share by being counted in the 2010 Census.  

Questions? E-mail us at pio.2010@census.gov.  

 

 

Questions for the US Census 2010?  
Contact Us  
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LEGISLATIVE ISSUES UPDATE 

 
 
This item has been placed on the agenda to provide the Council with an update on the 
activities and recommendations of the Florida Legislature and to provide the Council 
with an opportunity to discuss legislative topics of interest.  
 
The 2010 Legislative Session began on Tuesday, March 2, 2010. Attached for your 
information are a number of brief summaries of the discussions that took place in 
committee and in session during the first week. 
 
With the State’s economy and Florida’s budget continuing as areas of concern, House 
Speaker Larry Cretul outlined his approach to implement an efficient budget process. 
Budget estimates anticipate a shortfall this year of up to $3 billion which means that state 
government will have to reduce the state budget and make up and any difference 
mitigated by federal dollars. 
 
As noted last month by Representative Gary Aubuchon, the session may be one of “due 
no harm.” Election year politics for both parties will be of concern, as well as the 
outcome of a vote in November for Constitutional Amendment 4. Amendment 4 would 
establish that before any local government could adopt a new comprehensive land use 
plan, or amend a comprehensive plan, the proposed amendment would be subject to a 
vote of the electors of the local government by referendum. 
 
As noted by Representative Aubuchon and the Florida Chamber, the economic recovery 
and the creation of jobs, jobs, and jobs are critical to the future of Florida. With more 
than 11 percent of working Floridians currently unemployed, the legislative priority is 
immediate job creation, long-term economic growth and economic diversification. 
 
Attached for your information are the current Florida Regional Council Association 
(FRCA) Bill List by Ronald Book, Executive Director of FRCA and the Wren Group; the 
Legislative Update by Representative Gary Aubuchon, FRCA Legislative Tracking 
Report; American Planning Association Florida (APAFL) Bill Tracking Report; 1000 
Friends 2010 legislative Highlights; and the Florida Chamber 2010 Legislative Business 
Agenda. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  For your information and staff direction.  

3/2010 
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Legislative Update         February 22, 2010  

   DISTRICT OFFICE   CAPITOL OFFICE  STAFF:  

   3501 Del Prado Boulevard, Suite #305 218 House Office Building Mathew Visaggio, District Assistant 

   Cape Coral, FL  33904   402 South Monroe Street  Paige Biagi, Chief Legislative Assistant 

   239-344-4900 PHONE   Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 My Official Website 
   239-344-4901 FAX   850-488-7433 PHONE    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 SESSION PREVIEW 

 
With the 2010 Legislative Session starting next week, the issues that legislators will spend the majority of their time working on 

are beginning to come into focus. Our top priority this year is recharging Florida’s economy and helping create jobs for Floridians.  

The best way to help turn Florida around financially is to get Floridians back to work. Our area has been hit especially hard.  We 

are committed to doing our best to help create a business climate that encourages private industry to create jobs and begin hiring 

again. 

 

Economic Recovery:  We will start on the first day of session by reducing the recent dramatic increase in unemployment costs for 

Florida businesses.  With Florida’s unemployment trust fund exhausted, many businesses have seen an increase of more than 

1000% in their unemployment costs. Such an increase is causing many employers to consider laying off workers in order to pay 

unemployment taxes. It is better right now for Florida companies to use their dollars to keep Floridians working rather than letting 

employees go to pay a higher unemployment tax bill.  We believe that our economy will be stronger in the future. Businesses 

should be better positioned to pay any increase over the next few years rather than right now. So we are delaying and spreading 

out the announced increase to give Florida businesses more time to plan for the costs and to help keep Floridians working. 

 

Education:  Education remains a priority this year. Statewide, Florida’s students are performing at a higher level than ever before 

and many of our students are leading the nation in learning gains. We remain committed to continuing with accountability re-

forms and to raising academic standards.  Florida students no longer compete just with students in Boston and Seattle for the ca-

reers of the future; their competition also sits in the classrooms of Shanghai and Bangalore. I expect math and science requirements 

for high school students will be increased and specific end-of-course assessments for students in those subjects will be required, 

replacing the FCAT in those areas. If Florida students are going to be ready for college and the high paying careers of the future, 

then they need to have a strong college preparatory curriculum as an educational foundation. 

 

Class Size: In 2002, 52% of Florida voters approved an amendment to the Florida constitution to reduce class size. I believe in the 

concept of small class sizes to improve student achievement. However, the reality of strict adherence to specific student limits in 

classrooms is problematic and very costly for school districts—including Lee County Schools—that experience high student mobil-

ity rates. I support HJR #7039 that will allow voters to address this constitutional issue.  

 

Fiscal Responsibility: The budget remains a major focus for the 2010 Session. Over the past three years, the Legislature has reduced 

the state budget by $7 billion. As our economy continues to struggle, Florida still faces projected shortfalls. The expected shortfall 

for the 2010-2011 fiscal year is between $1.1 to $3.2 billion. Facing that shortfall and the obligation to balance Florida’s budget, the 

Florida House is committed to cutting state spending and having the state live within its means, the same way Florida’s families 

and businesses are doing in these tough economic times. We are all tightening our budgets, downsizing our spending and finding 

ways to do more with less. State government has a similar obligation. 

 

A corollary issue in the budget discussion is the matter of budget reserves. I believe that we must ensure that our state has appro-

priate reserves for the fourth largest state in the nation. In these tight financial times, the need for reserves is more important than 

ever.  This current fiscal year the Legislature planned for more than $1 billion in reserves.  Because of the continued recession and 

the state’s increasing Medicaid costs, those reserves have diminished to an estimated $130 million. If the state had not prudently 

set aside adequate reserves, that $900 million swing that would have been taken out of the budget in a mid-year Special Session.  

 

Gambling Compact : Again this session the Legislators may take up a proposed gambling compact with the Seminole Tribe. Two 

previous compacts between the Tribe and the Governor have been rejected by the Legislature as not in the best interest of the 

state. Currently Legislators and the Tribe are considering options for a third compact that may be considered during the 2010 Ses-

sion. I will support a final product that is equitable and does not expand gambling to an area where it does not already occur. 

   

Offshore Drilling: As a member of the House Select Policy Council on Strategic and Economic Planning, I have a first-hand look at 

the proposed options for energy exploration off Florida’s coastline. I am keeping an open mind and devoting many hours to study-

ing the issue and listening to testimony from all stakeholders: environmentalists; scientists; regulators; economists; industry inter-

ests and concerned citizens. If, in the end, I believe that we can balance the desire to fully utilize and benefit from our offshore 

energy resources without harm to our environment or tourism industry, I will support giving the Governor and Cabinet the au-

thority to decide the issue. If I am not convinced that we can protect our coastal interests, I will oppose offshore exploration in 

state waters.  

  

This year the state will continue to face challenges, especially on the fiscal front. But we remain committed to meeting those chal-

lenges in a responsible manner to help poise Florida for recovery when our economy begins to turn around.  

 

As  your State Representative, I value and rely on your input about issues under consideration by the Florida Legislature. I hope 

you will contact me and my staff—both in Cape Coral and in Tallahassee—to share your comments, suggestions and ideas. Our 

contact information can be found at the bottom of this page. You may also contact me at any time via email.  

 
For more information about specific legislation filed for the 2010 Session, please visit www.myfloridahouse.gov.     

 

 

 

 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please send an email message to Matt Visaggio with “Remove Me” in the Subject Line.  

Dear Friends,  

 

On Tuesday, March 2, 2010 , the Florida Legislature will convene in the 112th Regular Session since statehood in 1845. At no time 

in recent history has our state ever faced a broader and more difficult set of challenges, but one issue is clear in my mind: finding a 

way to revitalize Florida’s economy must be our top priority. Putting Floridians back to work is my number one priority. I will do 

this by supporting legislation that will lower the cost of business in Florida, providing time for our existing companies to recover; 

and freeing up capital to create expansion and employment opportunities. Further, to lessen the burden on our citizens, I will 

work to balance our state budget without raising taxes and fees. I hope you will share your ideas, comments and suggestions, too. 

Feel free to call my office or send an email message to gary.aubuchon@myfloridahouse.gov. Your input is always welcome.   
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