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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
(SWFRPC) ACRONYMS 

 
 
ABM - Agency for Bay Management - Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

ADA - Application for Development Approval  

ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act  

AMDA -Application for Master Development Approval  

BEBR - Bureau of Economic Business and Research at the University of Florida  

BLID - Binding Letter of DRI Status  

BLIM - Binding Letter of Modification to a DRI with Vested Rights 

BLIVR -Binding Letter of Vested Rights Status 

BPCC -Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinating Committee 

CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee 

CAO - City/County Administrator Officers 

CDBG - Community Development Block Grant  

CDC - Certified Development Corporation (a.k.a. RDC) 

CEDS - Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (a.k.a. OEDP) 

CHNEP - Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program 

CTC -  Community Transportation Coordinator  

CTD -  Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged  

CUTR - Center for Urban Transportation Research  

DCA - Department of Community Affairs 

DEP - Department of Environmental Protection 

DO - Development Order 

DOPA - Designated Official Planning Agency (i.e. MPO, RPC, County, etc.) 
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EDA - Economic Development Administration 

EDC - Economic Development Coalition 

EDD - Economic Development District  

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 

FAC - Florida Association of Counties 

FACTS - Florida Association of CTCs  

FAW - Florida Administrative Weekly 

FCTS - Florida Coordinated Transportation System  

FDC&F -Florida Department of Children and Families (a.k.a. HRS) 

FDEA - Florida Department of Elder Affairs  

FDLES - Florida Department of Labor and Employment Security  

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation 

FHREDI - Florida Heartland Rural Economic Development Initiative 

FIAM – Fiscal Impact Analysis Model  

FLC - Florida League of Cities 

FQD - Florida Quality Development  

FRCA -Florida Regional Planning Councils Association 

FTA - Florida Transit Association  

IC&R - Intergovernmental Coordination and Review  

IFAS - Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida  

JLCB - Joint Local Coordinating Boards of Glades & Hendry Counties  

JPA - Joint Participation Agreement  

JSA - Joint Service Area of Glades & Hendry Counties  

LCB - Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged 
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LEPC - Local Emergency Planning Committee 

MOA - Memorandum of Agreement  

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization 

MPOAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council  

MPOCAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizens Advisory Committee 

MPOTAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Advisory Committee  

NARC -National Association of Regional Councils 

NOPC -Notice of Proposed Change  

OEDP - Overall Economic Development Program  

PDA - Preliminary Development Agreement  

REMI – Regional Economic Modeling Incorporated 

RFB - Request for Bids  

RFP - Request for Proposals  

RPC - Regional Planning Council 

SHIP - State Housing Initiatives Partnership  

SRPP – Strategic Regional Policy Plan 

TAC - Technical Advisory Committee 

TDC - Transportation Disadvantaged Commission (a.k.a. CTD) 

TDPN - Transportation Disadvantaged Planners Network 

TDSP - Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plans  

USDA - US Department of Agriculture  

WMD - Water Management District (SFWMD and SWFWMD) 
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MINUTES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 15, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council was held on October 15, 
2009 at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center at 75 Taylor Street in Punta Gorda, 
Florida.  Chair Jim Humphrey called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  Commissioner Butch 
Jones led an invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Senior Administrative Staff Nichole 
Gwinnett conducted the roll call. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Charlotte County: Councilman Don McCormick, Commissioner Tricia Duffy, Commissioner 

Robert Skidmore, Mr. Alan LeBeau 
 
Collier County:      Commissioner Jim Coletta, Councilwoman Teresa Heitmann, Mr. Bob 

Mulhere 
  
Glades County:  Commissioner Kenneth “Butch” Jones, Dr. Edward Elkowitz 
 
Hendry County: Commissioner Karson Turner, Mayor Paul Puletti, Mr. Melvin Karau 
 
Lee County: Mayor Mick Denham, Commissioner Tammy Hall, Mayor Jim Humphrey, 

Mayor Jim Burch, Councilman Tom Babcock, Councilman John Spear, 
Mr. Paul Pass  

  
Sarasota County: Commissioner Jon Thaxton, Commissioner Carolyn Mason, 

Commissioner Tom Jones, Mr. George Mazzarantani, Councilman Ernie 
Zavodnyik 

 
Ex-Officio Members:  Ms. Dianne Davies – SWFWMD, Mr. Jon Iglehart – FDEP, Mr. Phil  
   Flood – SFWMD, Ms. Tammie Nemecek – EDC of Collier County 
 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Charlotte County:  Ms. Andrea Messina 
 
Collier County:  Councilman Charles Kiester, Commissioner Frank Halas  
 
Glades County: Councilman Michael Brantley, Commissioner Paul Beck 
  
Hendry County:  Commissioner Tristan Chapman, Mayor Mali Chamness 
 
Lee County:  Commissioner Ray Judah, Ms. Laura Holquist 
 
Sarasota County: Mr. David Farley  
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Ex-Officio Membership: Mr. Johnny Limbaugh – FDOT  
 

INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Chair Humphrey introduced Ms. Sarah Hines, Southwest Florida Regional Director from US 
Senator George LeMieux Office and also Ms. Diana McGee, Southwest Florida Regional Director 
from US Senator Bill Nelson Office. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1 
AGENDA 

 
Mr. Mulhere moved and Mayor Burch seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #2 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2009 
 

Commissioner Mason moved and Councilwoman Heitmann seconded to approve the 
minutes of September 17, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Tom Jones pulled Item #3(g) City of North Port Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
for discussion. 
 
Mr. Mulhere stated that he abstains from voting on Item #3(d) Toll-Rattlesnake DRI – Sufficiency 
Response Extension. 
 

Commissioner Thaxton moved and Commissioner Hall seconded to approve the balance 
of the consent agenda: Agenda Item #3(a) Intergovernmental Coordination and Review; 
Agenda Item #3(b) Financial Statement for September 30, 2009; Agenda Item #3(c) 
FGCU and the SWFRPC Releases the Southwest Florida Regional Business Incubator 
Network Study – Press Release; Agenda Item #3(d) Toll-Rattlesnake DRI – Sufficiency 
Response Extension ; Agenda Item #3(e) The Fountains DRI – Sufficiency Response 
Extension; Agenda Item #3(f) Villages of Lakewood Ranch South DRI – Sufficiency 
Response Extension; and Agenda Item #3(h) Charlotte County Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment (DCA 09-02). The motion carried with Mr. Mulhere abstaining from voting 
on Item #3(d). 
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AGENDA ITEM #3(g) 
City of North Port Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DCA 09-01) 

 
Commissioner Tom Jones stated that the staff of the City of North Port had received DCA’s 
objections, recommendations and comments and is currently working with DCA to address those 
issues. 
 

Commissioner Tom Jones moved and Commissioner Hall seconded to approve staff’s 
comments and authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Community 
Affairs and City of North Port.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #4 
ALICO INTERCHANGE PARK DRI – SUBSTANTIAL DEVIATION STAFF 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Mr. Utley of staff reviewed the item as presented. 
 

Mayor Denham moved and Commissioner Hall seconded to recommend Conditional 
Approval of Alico Interchange Park Substantial Deviation DRI to be further conditioned 
on a finding of consistency with the local government comprehensive plan by the Lee 
County Board of County Commissioners.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(a) 
Lower West Coast Watersheds Implementation Committee – Vice Chairman Mick Denham  

 
Mayor Denham gave a status report on the committee and suggested that a meeting be held of the 
committee in early December to review the Council’s position on DEP’s rule. 
 
Mr. Jim Beever of staff reviewed the item as presented. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(b) 
Community Planning Month Proclamation – Mr. Ken Heatherington 

 
Mr. Heatherington stated that as Executive Director of the Council and also as Chair of the 
American Planning Association (APA), he thought that it would be appropriate to designate the 
month of October as the “Month of Planning.” 
 

Commissioner Skidmore moved and Mayor Burch seconded to approve the Community 
Planning Month Proclamation.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
No public comments were made at this time. 
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AGENDA ITEM #7 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 

 
Mr. Heatherington thanked Council staff for their hard work in putting together the “State of the 
Region Address” workshop and the “Green Region Expo”, especially Ms. Rebekah Harp for the 
graphics and Mr. Jason Utley for arranging the program speakers. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #8 
STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 

 
SFWMD – Mr. Flood stated that due to the last legislative change, large permits no longer go 
before the district’s governoring board for approval and they have now been delegated to the 
Executive Director.  As a result of that ruling the district has tried to do more public involvement 
and outreach by holding monthly regulatory meetings where any permit that is coming up for 
consideration or review can be discussed by the public.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
October 20th and the next big permit for consideration is Babcock Ranch and anyone can 
participate by attending the meeting at the district’s service center in Ft. Myers where they can 
participate via video conferencing. 
 
Chair Humphrey stated that he would like to see the SFWMD hold their meetings at different 
venues throughout their district. 
 
SWFWMD – Ms. Davies stated that the SWFWMD Governing Board is scheduled to hold their 
meeting and workshop at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center on Thursday, 
October 29th at 9:00 am. 
 
Commissioner Thaxton asked if it was also the joint meeting with the Peace River/Manasota Water 
Supply Authority.  Ms. Davies replied yes. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9 
COUNCIL ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 

 
Counsel Donley stated that she had no comments at this time. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #10 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Mr. LeBeau thanked the members for coming to Charlotte County and welcomed everyone. 
 
Commissioner Turner thanked the entire Lee County delegation for allowing Hendry and Glades 
Counties for having more of a voice in Tallahassee this week.  Representatives of both Hendry and 
Glades Counties were fortunate enough to be able to go to Tallahassee and meet with Governor 
Crist, Chief of Staff Eric Eikenberg, Secretary Mike Sole, and Ms. Karen Reimer on behalf of the 
Southwest Florida Region to discuss the Intermodal Logistics Center and the fact there is a major 
feeling throughout the region that the process has been spearheaded by the Palm Beach Port 
Authority.  He explained that they asked Governor Crist to hold another stakeholder meeting that 
would further drive home the point that the Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic 
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Development and also the Florida Department of Transportation need to be significantly involved 
in the process of choosing the Intermodal Logistics Center for the southeast, southwest, and south 
central Florida regions for generations of the future. 
 
Commissioner Turner then requested that the Council send a letter to the Governor echoing the 
sentiments of what that meeting was to cover and also in that process a copy is sent to Dr. Dale 
Grill with OTTED, Secretary Mike Sole, FDOT Secretary Stephanie C. Kopelousos, FDOT 
District One Secretary Stan Cann, and also FDOT District Representatives from District 4 and 
other areas of interest to be at the table. 
 
Ms. Nemecek stated that the Collier County EDC has been working with Mr. Mark Morton as 
part of the regional initiative.  Commissioner Turner stated that Port Manatee is going to be a 
major player for years to come along with Collier County, Lee County, etc. 
 
Mr. Mulhere noted that at the Council’s August Retreat there was a discussion of a RFP process 
and that there was an October deadline and that there was a suggestion that maybe that deadline 
might be extended.  Commissioner Turner explained that the way it is currently looking the 
deadline is not looking like it is going to be extended.  The groups that are giving presentations to 
the port authority are giving them as we speak and if everything stays on task the decision will be 
made on October 21st. 
 

Mr. LeBeau moved and Mr. Mulhere seconded to send a letter to the Governor’s Office 
requesting another meeting be held of the stakeholders to discuss the Intermodal Logistics 
Center. 

 
Commissioner Thaxton suggested including a copy of the Council’s resolution on the Inland Port 
Facility along with the letter. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
  
Commissioner Turner stated that on November 6-8 the Seminole Tribe will be hosting the Native 
American Indian Art Celebration. 
 
Commissioner Thaxton stated that he needs some help in chairing the Council’s Energy and 
Climate Committee.  He asked for a volunteer as a co-chair to help him with the committee. 
 

Commissioner Hall moved and Mayor Denham seconded to nominate Commissioner Ray 
Judah as Co-Chair of the Council’s Energy and Climate Committee.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Chair Humphrey recommended that Commissioner Hall ask Commissioner Judah if he would be 
willing to take on the task. 
 
Councilman Zavodnyik addressed the offshore drilling resolution which the City of Venice had 
adopted and was emailed to the members previous to the meeting for their review.  He then 
requested that it be placed on the Council’s November agenda for discussion. 
 

Page 11 of 136



Councilwoman Heitmann stated that as Co-Chair of the Environment and Energy Committee of 
the Florida League of Cities, she supports placing it on the November agenda.  She also suggested 
inviting Mr. Dean Cannon to hear the Council’s opinion because he is pushing for offshore drilling 
throughout the state. 
 
Commissioner Coletta introduced Mr. Neno Spagna who was one of the Council’s original 
members.  He then stated that it is time to hold the Council’s annual Legislative Committee 
meeting, he would like to hold a meeting before the November Council meeting if possible or by 
WebEx/conference call.  He is also finding it hard to chair the committee with his schedule and he 
would like to have a co-chair.   He is hoping to ask Commissioner Turner if he would accept the 
challenge of being his co-chair of the committee. 
 

Commissioner Coletta moved and Commissioner Hall seconded to nominate 
Commissioner Karson Turner as the co-chair of the Council’s Legislative Committee.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
Both Commissioner Duffy and Mr. Mulhere volunteered to participate on the Legislative 
Committee. 
 
Mayor Burch stated how he was impressed with how the City of Punta Gorda and Charlotte 
County has pulled together to recover from the 2004 hurricanes. 
 
Chair Humphrey announced that this meeting was his last meeting with the Council after nine 
years of public service with the City of Fort Myers he will be leaving office on November 16th.  He 
explained that he goes back 34 years with the second DRI and it was the first DRI that the Council 
denied (Estuaries DRI).  He had the privilege serving as the Lee County Attorney and denied the 
DRI application with a 3-2 vote and it went onto several courts and also to the Florida Supreme 
Court. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #11 
ADJOURN 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Commissioner Paul Beck, Secretary 
 
 
The meeting was duly advertised in the October 9, 2009 issue of the FLORIDA 
ADMINISTRATIVE WEEKLY, Volume 35, Number 40. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Agenda Item #3(a) – Intergovernmental Coordination and Review 

 
Approve administrative action on clearinghouse review items. 

 
Agenda Item #3(b) – Financial Statement for October 31, 2009 

 
Approve the financial statement for October 31, 2009 as presented. 

 
Agenda Item #3(c) – Estero Bay Watershed Public Symposium Report 

 
Information Item. 

 
Agenda Item #3(d) – Recently Revised Glades & Hendry Joint TD Bylaws 

 
Review and approve the recently revised Glades & Hendry Joint TD Bylaws. 

 
Agenda Item #3(e) – City of Venice Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DCA 09-1ER) 

 
Approve staff comments.  Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Community 
Affairs and the City of Venice. 

 
Agenda Item #3(f) – Babcock Ranch Master Development Order DRI - NOPC 

 
The intent of deferring the required update of the AMDA Master Traffic Study is acceptable to staff 
provided recommendations below related to the proposed revised language are followed.  These 
recommendations are consistent with the transportation-related development conditions originally 
recommended by the Council.  It is also recommended that provisions in the adopted development 
order allowing the developer to transfer or sell transportation mitigation credits be deleted; these 
provisions were not included in the original development order language recommended by the 
Council. 

 
Condition B(1)(a) shall not be revised to add a reference to the “if Developer’s Master 
Traffic Study travel model is to be used for the first increment.”  The Developer’s Master 
Traffic Study travel model was not used for Phase 1 of the first increment and will not be 
used for Phase 2 of Increment 1, so this language is unnecessary, as are other references to 
the Developer’s travel model.  FDOT recommends deleting the last line of Condition 
B(1)(a) and other references to the Developer’s travel model for the same reason. 

 
Condition B(2)(a)(1)(a) shall clarify that: 

 
 

Five years means five years from the original data of approval of the MDO; and 
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The initial update of the Master Traffic Study Update will be completed prior to the 
submittal of any application (including pre-application) for approval of Phase 2 of 
Increment 1 and will be based on an internal capture rate (ICR) of 22 percent. 

 
Condition B(2)(a)(2)(a) shall clarify: 
 

Punctuation after the reference to “paragraph B(2)(a)”; and 
 
That the internal capture rate and net new external project trips will be evaluated and 
approved by Charlotte County, Lee County, the SWFRPC, FDOT, DCA, and any 
other impacted counties (as originally recommended by the Council). 
 

Condition C(1) shall clarify that both Lee and Charlotte Counties will be included in the 
Incremental Review Analyses methodology meetings, consistent with previous Council 
recommendations. 

 
Condition C(1)(g) shall be modified to: 

 
Clarify that if the field measured external trips of the development at the end of the 
buildout of a particular Increment are less than previously estimated and that the 
development has over mitigated for the cumulative impacts all fully approved project 
development, the developer would be entitled to credits which can be carried over to 
the next Increment.  Alternatively, if the actual traffic for that particular Increment is 
greater than previously estimated, then the developer will be required to mitigate 
those additional traffic impacts; and 
 
Eliminate the provision for transferring or selling mitigation credits. 
 

Section C(4)(b) relates to Proportionate Fair Share which applies to sub-DRI development 
and is not applicable to the Babcock Ranch DRI and shall be deleted.  FDOT also suggested 
deleting this language. 

 
Notify Charlotte County, the Florida Department of Community Affairs and the applicant 
that the proposed DRI changes create a reasonable likelihood of additional regional impacts 
on regional resources or facilities not previously reviewed by the SWFRPC.  If staff 
recommendations are included in the MDO then this change will have rebutted a 
presumption of a substantial deviation. 

 
Render a codified MDO. 

 
Request that Charlotte County provide a copy of the development order amendment, and 
any related materials, to the Council in order to ensure that the development order 
amendment is consistent with the NOPC and staff’s recommendations above.  Request the 
Charlotte County staff to provide the Council a copy of the above information at the same 
time the information is provided to the Florida Department of Community Affairs. 
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Agenda Item #3(g) – University Town Center (formerly Sarasota Interstate Park of 
Commerce) DRI - NOPC 

 
Notify Sarasota County, the Florida Department of Community Affairs and the applicant that the 
proposed DRI changes do not appear to create a reasonable likelihood of additional regional 
impacts on regional resources or facilities not previously reviewed by the SWFRPC. 
 
Render a codified development order. 
 
Request that Sarasota County provide a copy of the development order amendment, and any related 
materials to the Council in order to ensure that the development order amendment is consistent 
with the Notice of Proposed Change. 

 
Agenda Item #3(h) – The Fountains DRI – Sufficiency Response Extension 

 
Approve the request for extension. 

 
Agenda Item #3(i) – North Port Gardens DRI – Sufficiency Response Extension 

 
Approve the request for extension. 

 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve consent agenda as presented. 

11/2009 
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Project Review and Coordination Regional Clearinghouse Review 
 
 
The attached report summarizes the project notifications received from various governmental and non-
governmental agencies seeking federal assistance or permits for the period beginning October 1, 2009 and 
ending October 31, 2009. 
 
The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council reviews various proposals, Notifications of 
Intent, Preapplications, permit applications, and Environmental Impact Statements for compliance with 
regional goals, objectives, and policies of the Regional Comprehensive Policy Plan.  The staff reviews such 
items in accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination and Review Process (Chapter 29I-5, 
F.A.C.) and adopted regional clearinghouse procedures. 
 
Council staff reviews projects under the following four designations: 
 

Less Than Regionally Significant and Consistent - no further review of the project can be expected 
from Council. 

 
Less Than Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Council does not find the project to be of regional 
importance, but notes certain concerns as part of its continued monitoring for cumulative impacts 
within the noted goal areas. 

 
Regionally Significant and Consistent - Project is of regional importance and appears to be consistent 
with Regional goals, objectives and policies. 

 
Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Project is of regional importance and appears not to be 
consistent with Regional goals, objectives, and policies.  Council will oppose the project as submitted, 
but is willing to participate in any efforts to modify the project to mitigate the concerns. 

  
The report includes the SWFRPC number, the applicant name, project description, location, funding or 
permitting agency, and the amount of federal funding, when applicable.  It also includes the comments 
provided by staff to the applicant and to the State Clearinghouse (Office of Planning and Budgeting) in 
Tallahassee. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the administrative action on Clearinghouse Review items. 
 
 11/2009 
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ICR Council - 2000/09
SWFRPC # Name1 Name2 Location Project Description Funding Agent Funding Amount Council Comments

2009-035 Mr. Steve 
Spencer

FDEP - Oil and 
Gas Section

Collier County FDEP - Oil and Gas Section - 
Raccoon Point-Pad 5 Anode Well 
Drilling Permit Application No. 1336 
in Collier County, Florida.

Less Than Regionally 
Significant and 
Consistent

Monday, November 09, 2009 Page 1 of 1
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Review in Progress

SWFRPC # First Name Last Name Location Project Description Funding 
Agent

Funding 
Amount

Council 
Comments

2009-036 Charlotte County Charlotte County Transit - FTA 
Grant - USC Section 5316 Grant 
Application - To provide operating 
and administrative assistance in the 
amount of $31,200.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$62,400.00 Review in Progress

2009-037 Charlotte County Charlotte County Transit - FTA 
Grant - 49 USC 5316 Grant 
Application - To provide operating 
and administrative assistance in the 
amount of $17,500.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$35,000.00 Review in Progress

2009-038 Charlotte County Charlotte County Transit - FTA 
Grant - 49 USC 5310 Grant 
Application - To provide capital 
assistance in the amount of 
$139,355.20.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$174,194.00 Review in Progress

2009-039 Charlotte County Charlotte County Transit - FTA 
Grant - 49 USC Section 5311 Grant 
Application - To provide operating 
and capital assistance in the amount 
of $147,098.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$98,400.00 Review in Progress

Monday, November 09, 2009 Page 1 of 1
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Report on the Estero Bay Watershed Public Symposium 

September 27 and 28, 2009 

 

The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) regularly sponsors conferences for the 
education of the public on a major waterbody in their program area. In 2007, the Estero Bay 
Agency on Bay Management (EBABM) received a $3,000 grant from CHNEP to facilitate a public 
conference on Estero Bay. The planning committee was comprised of staff from CHNEP, the 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (of which the EBABM is a subcommittee), as well 
as EBABM members, faculty and student volunteers from Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU).  
Cash sponsorships were also received from the Responsible Growth Management Committee 
(RGMC), and from the FGCU Progressive Student Alliance (PSA). In kind contributions were 
made by FGCU, SWFRPC, Lee County, Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed (CREW), 
Koreshan State Historic Site, Lover’s Key State Park, Vester Marine and Environmental Research 
Field Station, and the FGCU Student Environmental Association (EA). (See Table 1) 

The main purpose of the event was to broaden public understanding of the nature of and issues 
surrounding the Estero Bay Watershed.  A secondary purpose, networking for professionals 
involved in affected agencies was also accomplished.  

The event spanned two days, September 27 and 28, 2009.  On Sunday, September 27, free field 
trips were offered at five venues across the watershed: Estero Marsh Preserve, Lee County 
20/20 hosted guided tours at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem 
Watershed hosted guided tours at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; the Koreshan State Historic Site 
hosted guided tours at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 a.m.; Lover’s Key State Park hosted guided tours 
10:00 a.m.; and three tours of Vester Marine and Environmental Research Field Station took 
place. There were 102 total registrants for all field trips.  Representatives of the organizing 
committee were present at all field trips to ensure a smooth experience for all. 

On Monday, September 28, FGCU hosted the main events of the Symposium in the Student 
Union Ball Room.  The day began with a continental breakfast and a poster session, with 
posters featuring scientific research done in the watershed. Posters were presented on topics 
ranging from community environmental efforts organized by FGCU to the effects of metals on 
oysters in the Estero Bay Watershed. Breakfast was offered at no charge. 

Following the poster session, the “MC” of the event, Dave Hutchinson, Assistant Director of the 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council, and FGCU President Wilson G. Bradshaw 
welcomed all participants.  116 participants were in counted attendance over the course of the 
day.    Participants included scientists, agency representatives, students and faculty of FGCU 
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and members of the general public. The vast majority of members of the Estero Bay Agency on 
Bay Management attended.  This organization provided the original impetus for the event and 
its members were enthusiastic supporters. 

The morning keynote presentation was a 2009 update of the State of the Bay Report that was 
initially done in 1997 and updated in 2004.  Whitney Gray and Jim Beever of the Southwest 
Florida Regional Planning Council staff gave this report, which was funded by Lee County Smart 
Growth. 

After a short break during which participants could visit the posters again, several more 
presentations were given.  First, an update was given on Lee County's land acquisition programs 
including Conservation 20/20 by Lynda Thompson, Conservation Lands Program Coordinator, 
Lee County Division of County Lands. Following Lynda was Bill Spikowski, President, Spikowski 
Planning Associates, who spoke on planning and land use in the Density Reduction/ 
Groundwater Resource Area (DR/GR). The next presentation was on the implications for future 
restoration and management in the DR/GR by Kevin Erwin, President, Kevin L. Erwin Consulting 
Ecologist. Wrapping up the morning session was Don Scott, Executive Director, Lee County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, on transportation issues in the Estero Bay watershed. 

Box lunches were served at no cost to participants while the lunch speaker, Amy Bennett 
Williams, regaled the group with her essays on the watershed.  Amy is the editor of Tropicalia, a 
publication of the Ft. Myers News-Press and reads her essays on WGCU, one of the local public 
radio stations.  Excess lunches were donated to the Harry Chapin Food Pantry. 

The first afternoon session began with “Long-term Water Quality Monitoring in the Watershed” 
presented by Keith Kibbey, Lab Manager, Lee County Environmental Laboratory.  The next 
presentation was on wading bird rookery monitoring and the impacts of monofilament on birds 
in the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve, by Cheryl Clark, Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve.  Phil Stevens, PhD. of the Fish & Wildlife Research 
Institute, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, presented his work on fish surveys 
in Estero Bay, and Win Everham PhD, Professor of Environmental Studies, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, presented on the Southwest Florida Frog Monitoring Network. 

After a short break, the final afternoon session began with the results of a riparian vegetation 
study presented by Win Everham and Dave Ceilley, Professor and Research Associate of Marine 
and Ecological Science, Florida Gulf Coast University.  Nora Egan Demers PhD., Associate 
Professor of Biology and Interdisciplinary Studies, Florida Gulf Coast University, presented her 
work on community initiatives for improving water quality and habitat.  FGCU projects in the 
watershed were presented by Aswani Volety, PhD, Chairman and Professor of Marine and 
Ecological Science, Florida Gulf Coast University. And, taking a look from the regional 
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perspective, Lisa Beever, PhD., Executive Director, CHNEP presented Charlotte Harbor National 
Estuary Program (CHNEP) initiatives in the watershed.  The final presentation of the day was on 
climate change vulnerabilities in southwest Florida with focus on the Estero Bay watershed by 
Jim Beever, Principal Planner, Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council. 

Fifty participants then continued their day in the FGCU Artlab, where a sale and showing of 
original artworks featuring the watershed was on display.  Artists participating included Carole 
McArdle, Andy Owens, Tricia Fay, Megan Kissenger, Perry James Lock, Andy Morris, Lindsey 
Wollard, Jeremy Sterk, Rose Young and Ricki Howie.  The art spanned the gamut from 3-D 
sculpture of recycled materials to quilts to paintings and photographs all with the Estero Bay 
watershed at their hearts.  Artists agreed to donate a portion of any sales to a fund-raising 
effort for conservation land acquisition within the watershed.  

Following the artist reception, 52 participants returned to the ballroom for dinner with Mr. 
Craig Pittman as the speaker.  Craig is the author, along with Matthew Waite, of “Paving 
Paradise: Florida’s Vanishing Wetlands and the Failure of No Net Loss,” which features events in 
the Estero Bay watershed prominently.  Participants were charged $35 for dinner, which 
covered costs, and had the option of donating an additional amount for the conservation land 
acquisition fund-raising.  The dinner was self-supporting and over $2,000 was raised beyond the 
cost of the dinner.  

All participants were asked to fill out an evaluation of all aspects of the Symposium. Seventeen 
surveys were completed. The results are summarized in Table 4.  

Media coverage of the event included print articles in the Ft. Myers News-Press weekly 
publication Tropicalia (September 20, 2009), as well as a news article in the daily News-Press 
(September 26, 2009), and in the Florida Weekly (September 23-29, 2009). On September 27, 
2009, the local NBC affiliate ran a story on the event which featured some field trip participants 
at Lover’s Key as well as an interview with Whitney Gray, one of the symposium speakers.  On 
September 28 and 29, 2009, WGCU ran radio stories regarding the event featuring an interview 
with Whitney Gray. 

This event offered the opportunity to work with two student partner groups at FGCU: the 
Progressive Student Alliance and the Environment Association.  The Progressive Student 
Alliance’s online presence through FGCU states, “The Progressive Student Alliance is a social 
networking and educational forum of southwest Florida's progressive community.”  Their 
president, Angela Cisneros, was a critical volunteer during the event, helping to raise awareness 
on campus, as well as in the community, and staffing the sign-in table on the day of the event.  
The Environment Association states “We are a group of ecologically minded students whose 
mission is to improve our own personal ecology and the ecology of those around us through 
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education and practice.” Sarah Larsen and Stephanie Goodwin volunteered many hours 
initiating and coordinating field trips, setting up and administering online registration and 
staffing the event.  All three of these energetic students contributed significant man power and 
expanded the event beyond the original concept of the day of presentations.  The event was 
definitely enriched by their ideas and participation. Angela, Sarah and Stephanie each 
contributed over 100 hours of volunteer service and several other students volunteered in 
various capacities to take flyers about the event to local businesses and to clean up after the 
event in the ballroom. 

Working with Dr. Nora Demers on the event made it possible to secure the facilities at no cost.  
She was also responsible for initiating and promoting the poster session as well as the art show 
and sale.  Dr. Demers donated a significant amount of time and energy and the additions she 
suggested and managed enriched the event.  

 

Lessons Learned 

• Attendance sign-in sheets for field trips should be provided to the field trip leader 
(provider), not the committee representative, as far in advance as possible, then 
returned to the main organization in charge of the event. 

• It should be indicated in the information on a field trip that it will go on “rain or shine” 
or, alternatively, a phone number should be listed for last minute updates.  These 
updates should be incorporated in the voice mail message at the number given. 

• If there is a speaker during lunch, the lunch itself should be served in a manner that 
does not include excessive noise, such as rustling paper wrappings.  Also, the length of 
the presentation should accommodate networking during the time allotted for lunch. 

• Future similar events could also highlight health and economic issues that tie into 
environmental issues. 

• Offering continuing education credits of varying types should be investigated. 

• More than one person should keep track of registrations for quality control purposes. 

• The wording in the registration should be completely unambiguous to avoid over-
registration. 

• Dinner reservations should only be final upon receipt of the payment. 
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Next Steps 

• An electronic version of the evaluation survey will be sent out via email to all registrants 
to try to capture more information. 

• The above email will also include a plea for registrants who reserved a dinner but did 
not attend or pay for that dinner to send in payment. 

• A report will be given at the next Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management regular 
meeting.  Any further steps the EBABM wishes to take will be communicated to CHNEP. 
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Table 1 – Sponsorships and In-Kind Contributions 

Entity Cash Use In-kind Use Value of In-kind* 
Lee County Smart 
Growth  

$10,000 Funding for 
State of the Bay 
Update report 

   

CHNEP $3,000 $ 2,271.50  - 
continental 
breakfast, box 
lunches for 
participants, 
break 
refreshments 
$728.50 – staff 
support 

Staff time (about 
16 hours) 

Maran Hilgendorf – 
organizing committee; 
day of event 

$320 

RGMC $500 Reception 
refreshments 

   

Progressive 
Student Alliance 

$250 Speaker fees 
for dinner 
 

Volunteer time 
(about 50 hours 
between several 
student 
volunteers) 

Organizing committee; 
soliciting sponsorships; 
putting up flyers 

$1,000 

FGCU   Waived all fees for 
parking, room 
rental, etc.; staff 
time (about 120 
hours) 

Nora Demers –
organizing committee 
major participant 

$1,425 plus IT services; 
$2,400 

SWFRPC   Staff time (about 
125 hours 
between 3 staff 

Whitney Gray and Jim 
Beever – organizing 
committee major 

$2,500 
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members), 
mileage (about 
180 miles to 
meetings) 

participants; Dave 
Hutchinson – hosted 
the event 

EBAM   Volunteer time 
(about 30 hours) 

Erin Rasnake – 
organizing committee 

$600 

Environmental 
Assoc 

  Student volunteer 
time (about 113 
hours) 

Sarah Larsen and 
Stephanie Goodwin – 
organizing committee 
major participants 

$2,260 

Lee County 20/20   No-cost field trips 
at Estero Marsh 
Preserve; staff 
time (about 5 
hours) 

Field trip leaders $100 

CREW   No-cost field trips; 
staff time (about 5 
hours) 
 

Field trip leaders $100 

Koreshan State 
Historic Site 

  No-cost field trips; 
staff time (about 5 
hours) 

Field trip leaders $100 

Lover’s Key State 
Park 

  No-cost field trips; 
staff time (about 5 
hours) 

Field trip leaders $100 

Vester Marine and 
Environmental 
Research Field 
Station 

  No-cost tours; 
staff time (about 5 
hours) 

Tour leaders $100 

Total $13,750    $11,005 
* Value of volunteer hours set at $20 per hour.
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Table 2 – Participants                                        Table 3 - Sustainability initiatives of the symposium: 

Estero Marsh Preserve Field Trip 33 
CREW Field Trip 22 
Lover’s Key Field Trip 10 
Koreshan Field Trip 11 
Vester Field Trip 48 
Symposium Day Sessions 103 
Art Reception 50 
Dinner 50 

 

Table 4 – Evaluation Results 

1) Did you attend the symposium for personal reasons (2), professional reasons (3) or both (12)? 
2) Do you live in the Estero Bay watershed?   Yes (8) No (9) Not certain? What’s your zip code? (33990, 33901, 

33913, 34129, 33907, 33919) 
3) Please circle how you learned about the symposium. Write in your answer if it isn’t listed. 

Word of Mouth (6) Newspaper (1) Radio (0) Harbor Happenings (2) Email/Website (9) Fliers (1) Other  
4) How often do you think a symposium should be offered? Twice per year; Annual (6); 1-2 years; 3 years; 5 years; 

when funded; when there is new information 
5) With 10 being the best, please circle how you rate each of the following. If you didn’t attend, please leave it blank. 

• The entire program     1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7(1) – 8(2) – 9(3) – 10(2) 
• Estero Bay Watershed Public Symposium (day-long)  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7(1) – 8(2) – 9(3) – 10(1) 
• Symposium: State of the Bay by Jim Beever  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 (5) – 6 – 7(1) – 8(5) – 9(2) – 10 
• Session I: Land Acquisition by Lynda Thompson  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5(2) – 6 – 7(3) – 8(3) – 9(2) – 10(1) 
• Session I: DR/GR Planning and Land Use by Bill Spikowski 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7(5) – 8(3) – 9(4) – 10(1) 
• Session I: DR/GR Restoration and Management: Kevin Erwin 1 – 2 – 3– 4 –5(1) –6(1) –7(3) –8(4) –9(3) – 10(1) 
• Symposium: Luncheon Speaker Amy Bennett Williams  1 – 2(1) –3 –4 5– 6(1) – 7(1) – 8(7) – 9(1) – 10(3) 
• Session II: Bird Surveys and Monofilament by Cheryl Clark 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6(2) – 7(3) – 8(7) – 9(2) – 10(1) 
• Session II: Fish Survey by Phil Stevens  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5(1) –6(3) –7(4) –8(3) –9(3) –10(1) 
• Session II: Frog Monitoring by Win Everham  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7 – 8(4) – 9(6) – 10(3) 
• Session III: Riparian Vegetation: W. Everham and Dave Ceilley 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5(1) – 6 – 7(3) – 8(1) – 9(2) – 10(2) 
• Session III: Community Initiatives by Nora Egan Demers  1 – 2 – 3 – 4(1) –5 – 6 – 7 – 8(8) – 9(2) – 10(4) 
• Session III: FGCU Projects by Asani Volety  1 – 2 – 3(1) – 4 –5– 6(2) –7(2) –8(1)–9(1) – 10(1) 
• Session III: CHNEP Projects by Lisa Beever  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5(1) – 6(1) – 7 – 8(2) – 9(3) – 10(2) 
• Session III: Climate Change by Jim Beever  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5(1) – 6 – 7 – 8(2) – 9(4) – 10(2) 
• Poster Session  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7(1) – 8(1) – 9(1) – 10(4) 
• Art Exhibit Fundraiser  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7(1) – 8(1) – 9 – 10(2) 
• Fundraising Dinner: Craig Pittman  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5(1) – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9(1) – 10(1) 
• Field Trip: Estero Marsh Preserve  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7 – 8(1) – 9 – 10(2) 

 
• No printed agendas or presentations 
• Stairs available to access room 
• Reception in walking distance 
• Reused paper grocery bags to wrap 

centerpieces 
• Recycling of cups and lunch 

containers 
• Unused lunches sent to food pantry 
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• Field Trip: CREW  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7 – 8(2) – 9 – 10(1) 
• Field Trip: Koreshan State Historic Site  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7(1) – 8 – 9 – 10(1) 
• Field Trip: Lover’s Key State Park  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10(1) 
• Field Trip: Vester Field Station  1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9(1) – 10(2) 

6) With 10 being the greatest amount of knowledge, please circle how much understanding you had of this topic  
• before the symposium    1–2(1)–3(2)–4(1)–5(1)–6(3)–7(3)– 8(2) – 9 – 10 
• after the symposium 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 –5 – 6(1) – 7(4) – 8(2) – 9(6) – 10 

7) Did offering the field trips and symposium free of charge make a difference in your attendance?  
  No(3) Maybe (1) Yes (10) Please explain: hands on; up close; good use of maps; field 
trips were great 

8) What is the most important thing you learned today? transportation; climate change (2); no charge for attendance; 
septics in San Carlos; “Any development in FL must consider climate change and adaptation”; bigger picture; 
importance of monitoring the health of all aspects of the bay 

9) What did you like the best about the symposium? networking; spread out/friendly; diversity; lunch; field trips; 
contacts; “possibility of hope” 

10) What issue in the watershed is of greatest concern to you? buffer zones/upstream protection; water quality (3); all 
issues; land use changes; seagrasses; whole ecosystem; DR/GR; water; big picture; Eagle national Security 
development; development (3); water quantity 

11) Do you have any suggestions on topics to cover in future symposium? buffer zones; endangered species; SAV; 
WMD goals ; marine effects; more local initiatives; more focus on development threats and politics 

 
Additional comments: 
“Lunch was good but too much unnecessary waste of resources with boxes.  Rolled sandwiches on large platters 
would be sufficient and more sustainable.  Poetry was lovely but perhaps required more listening of audience that 
can be appreciated when not interwoven with an already full program.” 
 
“Potential topics:  How do mines work:  What are their impacts:  Are we creating microzoos with the greenway 
mindsets?  Are we creating small microzoo-like areas among the developments?  What are we doing by breaking 
up the lands to develop and save only the wetlands – what are the impacts to losing sheetflow? Possibility: maybe 
have the field trips over different days.  Possibility: the mines are one (field trip suggestion).  Development – Better 
feature for developments – deep ponds or shallow wetlands?  Well fields –Possible topic – What are they?  How do 
they actually work:  Why should we care?” 
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 REVIEW OF REVISED GLADES-HENDRY JOINT LOCAL 

COORDINATING BOARD BYLAWS 
 

 
 

On September 21, 2009, the Glades-Hendry Joint Local Coordinating Board reviewed and approved 
the attached by-laws to comply with the Local Coordinating Board and Planning Agency Operating 
Guidelines. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:   Review and approve the attached Glades-Hendry Joint Local 

Coordinating Board (LCB) Bylaws.    
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GLADES-HENDRY JOINT 
TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED LOCAL 

COORDINATING BOARD 
BYLAWS 

 
 
 

Prepared by the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
(Designated Official Planning Agency) 

1926 Victoria Avenue 
Fort Myers, Florida 33901 

239-338-2550 
Fax:  239-338-2560 

www.swfrpc.org 
 

September 21, 2009 
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ARTICLE I:  PREAMBLE  
 
The following sets forth the By-Laws which shall serve to guide the coordination of transportation 
services provided to the transportation disadvantaged through the Transportation Disadvantaged 
Programs of Glades and Hendry Counties.  The intent is to provide procedures and policies for 
fulfilling the requirements of Chapter 427, Florida Statutes, (F.S.) Rule 41-2, Florida Administrative 
Code (FAC), and subsequent laws setting forth requirements for the coordination of transportation 
services to the transportation disadvantaged.  
 
ARTICLE II:  NAME AND PURPOSE  
 
The name of the Coordinating Board shall be the JOINT TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED 
LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD serving the joint service area of Glades County and Hendry 
County, hereinafter referred to as the Joint LCB or as the Joint Board.  
           
The primary purpose of the Joint Board is to assist the SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL (SWFRPC) in identifying local service needs and providing information, 
advice and direction to the Community Transportation Coordinator, hereinafter “Coordinator”, on the 
coordination of services to be provided to the transportation disadvantaged pursuant to Chapter 
427.0157, F.S. and Rule 41-2, FAC.  In general, the Local Coordinating Board is considered an 
advisory body.  

 
ARTICLE III:  ADMINISTRATION OF THE LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD 
 
A. Planning Agency Responsibilities 

The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC) or Designated Official Planning 
Agency (DOPA), also uniformly referred to as the Planning Agency, shall provide the Joint Local 
Coordinating Board with sufficient staff support and resources to enable the Joint Local Coordinating 
Board to fulfill its responsibilities as set forth in Chapter 427, Florida Statutes.  This responsibility 
includes providing sufficient staff to manage and oversee the responsibilities of the Joint Local 
Coordinating Board. This includes, but is not limited to, assistance in the scheduling of meetings; 
training board members; evaluating cost effectiveness; reviewing the local Transportation 
Disadvantaged Service Plan; preparing, duplicating and distributing meeting packets; and other 
necessary administrative duties as required by the Joint Board within the limits of available resources. 
 
B. Regular Meetings 

 
The Joint Board shall meet as often as necessary in order to meet its responsibilities.  However, the 
Joint Board shall meet at least quarterly as required by Chapter 427.0157, F.S.  All meetings, 
including committee meetings, shall be conducted pursuant to “Government in the Sunshine Law”. 
All meetings will provide opportunity for public comments on the agenda.  The public may make 
input to the Joint Board by filling out a “Request To Speak” form indicating their desire to address an 
issue and shall be heard under the appropriate agenda item. 
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C. Full Board Meeting Notices 
 

Planning Agency staff shall give two (2) weeks notice of the date, time, location and proposed agenda 
for the Joint Local Coordinating Board meetings to the Joint Local Coordinating Board members and 
the appropriate Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged Regional Project Manager, other 
interested parties and the news media.   
 
Planning Agency staff shall prepare and submit the Notice of Meeting to the News-Press no later than 
sixteen (16) days before the scheduled meeting which will be published in the News-Press at least 
fourteen (14) days before the scheduled meeting.   
 
Planning Agency staff shall prepare and submit the Notice of Meeting to the Glades County Democrat 
three (3) weeks before the scheduled meeting which will be published in the Glades County Democrat 
at least fourteen (14) days before the scheduled meeting. 
 
The agenda will be posted on the SWFRPC website a minimum of eight (8) days prior to the 
scheduled meeting. 
 
Agenda packets will be sent out ten (10) days before the scheduled meeting. 
 
An eight (8) day notice should be given for the cancellation, rescheduling or relocation of regular 
meetings.  

 
D. Emergency Meeting Notices and Committee Meeting Notices 

 
Planning Agency staff shall give Joint Local Coordinating Board members and others one (1) week 
notice, if possible, of the date, time, location and proposed agenda for the Joint Local Coordinating 
Board committee meetings and emergency meetings.  Meeting materials shall be provided as early as 
possible. 
 
E. Minutes 
 
Planning Agency staff is responsible for maintaining an official set of minutes for each Joint Local 
Coordinating Board meeting.  The minutes shall include an attendance roster indicating what agency, 
organization or position each member represents and reflect a summary of official actions taken by the 
Joint Local Coordinating Board.   
 
The record of official actions shall include who made and seconded the motion, as well as who voted 
for and against motions.  Copies of the minutes shall be sent to the Regional Project Manager of the 
Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged and the Chairperson of the Planning Agency.   
 
Committee meeting minutes may be in the form of a brief summary of these points, discussions, 
decisions and recommendations to the full board. 
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F. Quorum 
 
At all meetings of the Joint Board, the presence of a majority of the voting members shall be 
necessary and sufficient to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  In the absence of a 
quorum, those present may function as a Committee of the Whole.  The Committee of the Whole may 
review the agenda items and make recommendations to the Joint Board.  These recommendations may 
be reviewed for adoption by the Joint Board at its next meeting where there is a quorum present. 
 
G. Voting 
 
At all meetings of the Joint Board at which a quorum is present, all matters shall be decided by the 
vote of a majority of the members of the Joint Board present and voting. 
 
H.   Meeting Location and Chairpersonship 
 
Meetings shall alternate between Glades County and Hendry County.  The Chairperson or Vice-
Chairperson shall conduct the meeting. 
 
I.        Reversion to Separate Boards 
 
The Joint Board shall have the opportunity to revert to separate Local Coordinating Boards at any 
time, upon a majority vote of each County’s County Commission and  based upon a recommendation 
by the Joint Board. 
 
ARTICLE IV:   LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD MEMBERSHIP   
 
A. OFFICERS 
 
The officers of the Joint Board shall be a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson. 
 

1. CHAIRPERSON 
 

The Planning Agency shall appoint an elected official from one of the counties 
involved to serve as the official Chairperson for all Joint Local Coordinating Board 
meetings.  The Chairperson shall communicate the Joint Board’s interests and desires 
to the SWFRPC.  The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings, and in the event of 
his/her absence, or at his/her direction, the Vice-Chairperson shall assume the powers 
and duties of the Chairperson.  The Chairperson shall be appointed to serve for a two-
year term (or less if the individual is no longer in office) and the Planning Agency shall 
replace or reappoint the Chairperson at the end of his/her term. 
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2. VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

According to Chapter 41-2.012 Coordinating Board Structure and Duties, the Joint 
Board shall have as a representative an elected official from each county, one of whom 
shall be elected Vice-Chairperson.  
 
The Joint Board shall hold an organizational meeting at its last regularly scheduled 
meeting of the year in December for the purpose of electing a Vice-Chairperson.  The 
Vice-Chairperson shall be elected by a majority vote of a quorum of the Joint Local 
Coordinating Board members present and voting at the meeting. The Vice-Chairperson 
shall serve a term of one year starting with the following meeting.  In the event of the 
Chairperson’s absence, the Vice Chairperson shall assume the duties of the 
Chairperson and conduct the meeting. The Vice-Chairperson may serve more than one 
term. 

 
B. VOTING MEMBERS 

In accordance with Chapter 427.0157, F.S., all members of the Joint Board shall be appointed by the 
Designated Official Planning Agency.  The Designated Official Planning Agency for the joint service 
area of Glades and Hendry County is the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC).  
 
 The following agencies or groups shall be represented on the Board as voting members:  
 

□ An elected official from the service area serving as the Chairperson; 
  

□ A local representative of the Florida Department of Transportation (DOT);  
 

□ A local representative of the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF); 
 

□ A local representative of the Public Education Community which could include, but 
not be limited to, a representative of the District School Board, School Board 
Transportation Office or Headstart Program in areas where the School District is 
responsible; 

 
□ In areas where they exist, a local representative of the Division of Vocational 

Rehabilitation Services or the Division of Blind Services, representing the Department 
of Education; 

 
□ A person recommended by the local Veterans Service Office, representing Veterans of 

the county; 
 
□ A person recognized by the Florida Association for Community Action representing 

the economically disadvantaged; 
 

□ A person representing the Elderly in the county;  
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□ A person with a disability representing the disabled in the county; 
 
□ [One of Two] Citizen Advocates in the County; 
 
□ [One of two] Citizen Advocates - this must be a person who uses the transportation 

service(s) of the system as their primary means of transportation; 
 

□ A local representative for children at risk; 
 
□ In areas where they exist, the Chairperson or designee of the local mass transit or 

public transit system’s board, except in cases where they are also the Community 
Transportation Coordinator;  

 
□ A local representative of the Florida Department of Elder Affairs.; 

  
□ An experienced representative of the local private for profit transportation industry.  In 

areas where such representative is not available, a local private non-profit 
representative will be appointed, except where said representative is also the 
Community Transportation Coordinator; 
 

□ A local representative of the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration; 
 
□ A representative of the Regional Workforce Development Board established in Chapter 

445, Florida Statutes; 
 
□ A representative of the local medical community, which may include, but not be 

limited to, kidney dialysis centers, long term care facilities, hospitals, local health 
department or other home and community based services, etc. 

 
It is the intent of the Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged for the membership of every 
Joint Local Coordinating Board to not only consist of individuals who represent the appropriate 
governmental agencies or groups of people as defined above, but also for the membership to 
represent, to the maximum degree possible, a cross section of their local community. 
 
No employee of a Community Transportation Coordinator shall serve as voting member of the Joint 
Local Coordinating Board. However, an elected official serving as Chairperson of the Coordinating 
Board, or other governmental employees that are not employed for the purpose of making provisions 
for transportation and are not directly supervised by the Community Transportation Coordinator shall 
not be precluded from serving as voting members of the Joint Local Coordinating Board. 

 
C. TECHNICAL ADVISORS–NON-VOTING MEMBERS 

Upon a majority vote of a quorum of the Joint Local Coordinating Board, technical advisors may be 
approved for the purpose of providing the Joint Local Coordinating Board with technical advice as 
necessary. 
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D. ALTERNATES 

1. Alternates are to be appointed in writing to the Planning Agency by an agency 
representative.  Non-agency alternates may be appointed by the Planning Agency, if 
desired. 
 

2. Each alternate may vote only in the absence of that member on a one vote-per-member 
basis. 

 
3. Alternates for a Joint Local Coordinating Board member who cannot attend a meeting 

must be a representative of the same interest as the primary member. 
 
ARTICLE V:  TERMS OF APPOINTMENT 
 
Except for the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and state agency representatives, the non-agency 
members of the Joint Board shall be appointed for three (3) year staggered terms with initial 
memberships being appointed equally for one, two and three years in order that the Local 
Coordinating Board is not subject to a significant turnover in membership during a particular period.   

 
The Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson shall serve terms of two (2) years and one (1) year 
respectively with the Designated Official Planning Agency replacing or reappointing the Chairperson 
or Vice-Chairperson at the end of his/her term. 
 
No non-agency member shall serve more than two consecutive three (3) year terms as a voting 
member.  No non-agency member shall be reappointed to their second term of three (3) years until the 
Designated Official Planning Agency (SWFRPC) has the chance to consider other nominees.  
 
No employee of the Community Transportation Coordinator (CTC) shall serve as a voting member of 
the Joint Board.  However, an elected official serving as Chairperson of the Joint Board, or other 
governmental employees who are employed for the purpose of making provisions for transportation 
and are not directly supervised by the Community Transportation Coordinator (CTC) may serve as 
voting members. 
 
ARTICLE VI:  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Planning Agency shall review, and consider rescinding, the appointment of any member of the 
Local Coordinating Board who fails to attend three consecutive meetings. The Local Coordinating 
Board shall notify the Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged if any state agency voting 
member or their alternate fails to attend three consecutive meetings. 

 
ARTICLE VII:  BY-LAWS AND PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES 
 
The Local Coordinating Board shall develop and adopt a set of by-laws. The by-laws shall state that 
the Local Coordinating Board will conduct business using parliamentary procedures according to 
Robert’s Rules of Order, unless stated otherwise in these guidelines. 
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ARTICLE VIII:  LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD DUTIES 
 

The Local Coordinating Board shall: 
 
A. Review and make recommendations regarding the approval of the Memorandum of Agreement 

and Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan. In order to perform this duty, the Joint Local 
Coordinating Board shall review and develop recommendations concerning the Transportation 
Disadvantaged Service Plan. The Joint Local Coordinating Board shall ensure that the 
Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan has been developed by involving all appropriate 
parties in the process. 

 
B. Conduct an annual performance evaluation of the Community Transportation Coordinator. 

This evaluation shall be conducted using evaluation criteria developed by the Commission for 
the Transportation Disadvantaged, as well as any other evaluation criteria approved by the 
Joint Local Coordinating Board.  In areas where a planning agency serves as the Community 
Transportation Coordinator, the planning agency shall abstain from any official actions that 
represent a conflict of interest, especially in the evaluation process of the Community 
Transportation Coordinator. 

 
C. The evaluation of the Community Transportation Coordinator’s performance shall be both in 

general, and relative to specific criteria contained in the Transportation Disadvantaged Service 
Plan, and recommendations contained in the Commission’s quality assurance reviews. 

 
D. The results of the annual evaluation and recommendations relative to performance and the 

renewal of the Memorandum of Agreement of Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan 
shall be forwarded to the Planning Agency and the Commission for the Transportation 
Disadvantaged for final disposition. 

 
E. In cooperation with the Community Transportation Coordinator, review and provide 

recommendations to the Commission and the Designated Official Planning Agency, on all 
applications for local government, state or federal funds relating to transportation of the 
transportation disadvantaged in the designated service area to ensure that any expenditures 
within the designated service area are provided in the most cost effective and efficient manner.  
The accomplishment of this requirement shall include the development and implementation of 
a process by which the Joint Local Coordinating Board and Community Transportation 
Coordinator have an opportunity to become aware of any federal, state or local government 
funding requests and provide recommendations regarding the expenditure of such funds. Such 
funds may include expenditures for operating, capital or administrative needs. Such a process 
should include at least: 

 
1. The review of applications to ensure that they are consistent with the Transportation 

Disadvantaged Service Plan. This review shall consider: 
 

a) The need for the requested funds or services; 
b) Consistency with local government comprehensive plans; 
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c) Coordination with local transit agencies, including the Community 
            Transportation Coordinator; 
d) Consistency with the Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan; 
e) Whether such funds are adequately budgeted amounts for the services  
            expected; and, 
f) Whether such funds will be spent in a manner consistent with the  
             requirements of coordinated transportation laws and regulations. 

 
2. Notifying the Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged of any unresolved 

funding requests without delays in the application process. 
 

F. Review coordination strategies or service provision to the transportation disadvantaged in the 
designated service area to seek innovative ways to improve cost effectiveness, efficiency, 
safety, working hours and types of service in an effort to increase ridership to a broader 
population. Such strategies should include: 

 
1. Supporting inter- and intra-county agreements to improve coordination as a 

way to reduce costs for service delivery, maintenance, insurance or other 
identified strategies; and  

 
2. Seeking the involvement of the private and public sector, volunteers, public 

transit, school districts, elected officials and others in any plan for improved 
service delivery. 

 
G. Appoint a Grievance Committee to serve as a mediator to hear and investigate complaints, 

from agencies, users, potential users, Community Transportation Coordinators, subcontractors 
or other interested parties, and make recommendations for the Joint Local Coordinating Board 
for improvement of service from agencies, users, potential users of the system and the 
Community Transportation Coordinator in the designated service area. 

 
H. Establish procedures to provide regular opportunities for issues to be brought before such 

committee and to address them in a timely manner. The Joint Local Coordinating Board 
process should complement the Community Transportation Coordinator’s grievance process. 
Members appointed to the committee shall be voting members of the Joint Local Coordinating 
Board. 
 

I. In coordinating with the Community Transportation Coordinator, jointly develop applications 
for funds that may become available. 
 

J. Annually review coordination contracts to advise the Community Transportation Coordinator 
whether the continuation of said contract provides the most cost effective and efficient 
transportation available, consistent with Rule 41-2, Florida Administrative Code. 
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K. Annually hold a public hearing for the purpose of receiving input on unmet needs or any other 
areas that relate to the local transportation services. The public hearing will be held at a place 
and time that is convenient and accessible to the general public. In order that additional 
funding is not used or needed to accommodate this requirement, it is recommended that the 
public hearing be incorporated with a regular business meeting of the Joint Local Coordinating 
Board. A public hearing held jointly with the Commission for the Transportation 
Disadvantaged will satisfy this annual requirement. 
 

ARTICLE IX:  SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
Subcommittees shall be designated by the Chairperson as necessary to investigate and report on 
specific subject areas of interest to the Joint Board and to deal with administrative and legislative 
procedures.  
 
ARTICLE X:  COMMUNICATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES AND ENTITIES 
 
The Joint Board shall communicate directly with other agencies and entities as necessary to carry out 
its duties and responsibilities in accordance with Rule 41-2 of the Florida Administrative Code.  

 
ARTICLE XI: CERTIFICATION 
         
The undersigned hereby certifies that he/she are the Co-Chairpersons of the Joint Glades-Hendry 
County Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board and that the foregoing is a full, true 
and correct copy of the By-laws of this Joint Board as adopted by the Joint Glades-Hendry County 
Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board this 21st day of September, 2009.   
 
 
Date: __________________________  ___________________________________ 

Commissioner Karson Turner 
Hendry County LCB Chair 
 
 

Date: __________________________  ___________________________________ 
Commissioner Donna Storter-Long 
Glades County LCB Chair 
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2009-11-19 North Port Gardens Extension Request (Utley) 

Agenda Item 

 

 

NORTH PORT GARDENS REQUEST FOR SUFFICIENCY RESPONSE EXTENSION  

 

 

 

The applicant’s agent for the North Port Gardens Development of Regional Impact Application for 

Development Approval (ADA) has requested a 60-day extension to the deadline for responding to the 

ADA’s sufficiency questions.  The Florida Administrative Code’s DRI Rule 29I-4.001(5) allows the 

Executive Director of the Regional Planning Council to administratively grant an initial 45-day time 

extension to any sufficiency response period.  The Executive Director granted a 45-day extension to the 

sufficiency response period on March 28, 2008.  The initial extension set the new deadline for sufficiency 

responses to May 19, 2008.   

 

Subsequent sufficiency response extensions: 

 

Request Received Prior Deadline New Deadline Meeting Date Council Action 

 

May 07, 2008 May 19, 2008 August 17, 2008 May 15, 2008 Approved 

May 30, 2008 August 17, 2008 November 15, 2008 June 19, 2008 Approved 

October 07, 2008 November 15, 2008 December 17, 2008 October 16, 2008 Approved 

November 12, 2008 December 17, 2008 January 31, 2009 November 20, 2008 Approved 

January 07, 2009 January 31, 2009 March 02, 2009 January 15, 2009 Approved 

February 11, 2009 March 02, 2009 May 31, 2009 February 19, 2009 Approved 

April 09, 2009 May 31, 2009 August 29, 2009 April 16, 2009 Approved 

June 01, 2009 August 29, 2009 September 28, 2009 June 18, 2009 Approved 

September 04, 2009 September 28, 2009 December 27, 2009 September 17, 2009 Approved 

 

The applicant has submitted an e-mail requesting a 60-day extension to the sufficiency response period 

(please see Attachment I).  The new proposed deadline for sufficiency responses would be February 25, 

2010.  The Florida Administrative Code’s DRI Rule 29I-4.001(5) states “Any further time extension, 

beyond the discretionary 45 day time extension, must be formally requested by the applicant and approved 

by the SWFRPC board at its regular monthly meeting, prior to expiration of the discretionary 45 day 

extension.” 

 

Staff recommends approval of this extension. 
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OFF SHORE DRILLING  

 
The SWFRPC was apprised Monday, November 9th that Senate President Jeff Atwater 
announced a process for an Offshore Drilling Study. Following is the November 9th press 
release. 
 
The Florida Senate 
SENATOR JEFF ATWATER 
President 
 
For Immediate Release 
November 9, 2009 
 
Tallahassee, FL - Senate President Jeff Atwater (R-Palm Beach) today announced that the staff 
of the Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee would be conducting a 
detailed and comprehensive review of the implications of offshore drilling.  Describing offshore 
drilling as one element of the larger energy discussion facing Florida, the President also released 
the methodology by which the Florida Senate will manage the process. 
 
"Offshore drilling is a complicated issue with significant ramifications for our State," said 
President Atwater.  "The citizens of Florida deserve a thoughtful and deliberative conversation 
free of rancor or hyperbole, and the Senate intends to provide a structure for that conversation 
within our body." 
 
Recognizing that FSU's Institute for Energy Systems, Economics and Sustainability (IESES) and 
the Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida have also initiated similar analyses, the 
President was pleased to note that these organizations, in conjunction with the resources of the 
Office of Economic & Demographic Research (EDR), will be sharing data and information. 
The objective, as described by President Atwater, will be to develop a comprehensive, balanced 
and unimpeachable analysis of the myriad issues encompassed by offshore drilling.  Believing 
that the best interests of Florida, at this stage, are better served by a reasoned and informed 
discussion than a hasty call to action, the analysis will not include recommendations for further 
action. 
 
"Given the complexity of this issue it is imperative that our partners have the expertise and 
ability to dispassionately gather and collate the data," 
President Atwater said.  "These groups represent a wealth of knowledge, information, and above 
all a commitment to identifying accurate information that is not skewed by personal or political 
opinion.  This collection of data is vital for members of the Senate and the public, and will serve 
as an unbiased foundation from which individuals can make factually based decisions." 
 
"In such an important State of Florida issue, it is crucial to identify facts and information, free of 
preconceived ideas," said IESES Director Dave Cartes.  "The university system of Florida must 
play this role." 
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"The Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida, with the assistance of the Collins Center for 
Public Policy, looks forward to helping serve the needs of the Legislature and Governor through 
a transparent fact-finding process that engages the public on this important issue," said Mayor 
Rick Baker, Century Commission Chairman. 
 
President Atwater outlined the methodology that will shape the analysis and create the factual 
baseline from which further discussions may ensue.  While IESES, the Century Commission, and 
EDR may provide their initial findings prior to the 2010 Legislative Session, this analysis will be 
driven by the need for a dispassionate review, not timelines or schedules. 
 
About The Institute for Energy Systems, Economics, and Sustainability 
 
The Institute for Energy Systems, Economics, and Sustainability at FSU is public resource 
dedicated to addressing energy alternatives through academic research and analysis in 
engineering, science, infrastructure, governance, and society.  It brings together research 
individuals with backgrounds in engineering, natural sciences, law, urban and regional planning 
geography, and economics.  The institute is the state's leading scholarship center looking at the 
informed governance, economics, and decision making to support a sustainable energy economy. 
 
About The Century Commission 
 
The Century Commission, a 15-member commission, was created by the Florida Legislature in 
2005 to develop and recommend long-term policies that will strengthen Florida's future.  It 
serves as a conduit of nonpartisan, objective information and data and conducts periodic reviews 
of government processes, statutory provisions and economic trends. 
 
About the Office of Economic & Demographic Research 
 
The Office of Economic & Demographic Research is a research department within the Florida 
Legislature that provides impartial information to Legislative staff and members regarding policy 
issues.  EDR is also responsible for forecasting economic and social trends as they related to 
policymaking, revenues, and appropriations. 
 
Attached is the analytical methodology provided to IESES, the Century Commission, and EDR. 
 
Analytical Methodology 
 
Identify Potential Resources by Type, Volume and Location o   Federal Resources .   U.S. 
Geological Survey .   Federal Energy Regulatory Commission .   U.S. Department of Interior, 
Mineral Management Service o   State Resources .   Department of Environmental Protection o   
Other Sources .   Trade Associations/Publications .   Private Sector Analysts .   University 
Publications o   Other States .   Production Histories .   Estimated Reserves, Discovered and 
Undiscovered 
 
Identify Probable Geographical Impacts on Florida o   Threats from Existing Operations .   Gulf 
Currents from TX/LA/MS .   Chinese Activities Off of Cuba o   New Threats from Expanded 
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Operations off Florida’s Coast .   Nature and Extent of Onshore Facilities .   Nature and Extent of 
Offshore and Undersea Facilities .   Impact to Military Base Operations 
 
Environmental Impact Analysis 
o   Identify and Quantify Risks by Region and Financial Sector .   Department of Environmental 
Protection .   Environmental Organizations .   Scientific/University Community .   Tourism 
Cluster .   Military .   Marine Industry o   Historic Experience .   Gulf Region .   National .   
International o   Short and Long Term Impacts of Activities .   Environmental .   Economic o   
Influence of New Technologies o   Ecosystem-Based Ocean Management Plan 
 
Emergency Management Analysis 
o   Disaster Risk Analysis 
o   Responsibility Assignment 
o   Bond Requirements 
o   State Preparation 
-   Planning 
-   Special Equipment 
 
Assess Potential Economic Contributions to State o   Regional and Local Economic 
Development Organizations o   Related Industry and Trade Groups o   Review of Economic 
Contributions to Other States o   Potential Contributions to be Examined 
-   Financial Contributions 
•   Royalties 
• Medical/Health 
• Severance Taxes 
• Lease Payments 
• Bonus Payments 
• Ad Valorem Taxes on Offshore/Near Shore Facilities 
-   Employment Contributions 
-   Property and Plant Contributions 
• Onshore and Offshore 
o   Potential Timeline for Contributions 
-   Time from Approval to Production 
-   Possibility of Upfront Payments 
• Timing of Payments 
• Amount of Payments 
• Repayment Requirements 
- Rate of Return 
• Spending Implications 
- Debt Limitations 
- 3% Non-Recurring Limitation/Voting Rule 
- Potential for Permanent Fund/Endowment 
 
Review of Leasing, Drilling and Decommissioning Laws o   Existing Gulf States 
(TX/LA/AL/MS) o   Federal o   Permitting Processes o   Model Leases 
-   Best Contractual Practices 
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-   Terms and Conditions 
-   Standardization and Joint Permitting 
-   Confidentiality 
-   Decommissioning 
 
Review of Best Management Practices for Industry Participants o   Gulf States o   National o   
International o   Florida Specific Public Outreach and Comment 
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Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact 
 
 

WHEREAS, there is consensus among the world’s leading scientists that 
global climate change is among the most significant problems facing the world today; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, Florida is considered one of the most vulnerable areas in the 
country to the consequences of climate change with Southeast Florida on the front 
line to experience the impacts of climate change, especially sea level rise; and 
 

WHEREAS, Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Monroe Counties, 
herein the four counties that constitute the Southeast Florida Region, share in 
common a strong quality of life rooted in the region’s rich cultural heritage, vigorous 
economy, and environmental resources of global significance; and  

 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned four counties of Southeast Florida, which 

represent approximately 30% of the population of the State of Florida, are physically 
linked one to the other by the Atlantic Ocean coastline and share some of the world’s 
most renowned natural resources such as the Everglades, our unique coral reefs, 
beautiful beaches, and fragile Keys ecosystem; and  

 
WHEREAS, the four counties of Southeast Florida and their respective 

populations, totaling more than five million residents, are expected to share in 
disproportionately high risks associated with climate change due to low land 
elevations, rising sea level projections, and anticipated increases in tropical storm 
events; and 

 
WHEREAS, rising sea levels could limit the effectiveness of critical drainage 

infrastructure, endanger beaches, and coastal natural resources and increase incidents 
of saltwater intrusion on the Biscayne Aquifer – putting at risk the drinking water 
supply for the entire population of Southeast Florida; and  
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WHEREAS, local governments, and the region as a whole, must give 
significant consideration to adaptation strategies designed to protect public 
infrastructure, property, water resources, natural areas and native species, and basic 
quality of life; and  

 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned four counties of Southeast Florida account 

for a combined Gross Domestic Product of more than $2.5 billion annually and more 
than 37% of statewide economic output; and 

 
WHEREAS, while the four counties of Southeast Florida have independently 

taken steps to address global climate change, all parties recognize that coordinated 
and collective action on this, the defining issue for Southeast Florida in the 21st 
Century, will best serve the citizens of the region;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARDS OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE FOUR COUNTIES OF 
SOUTHEAST FLORIDA: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That each county shall work in close collaboration with the 
aforementioned counties of Southeast Florida party to this compact to develop a 
joint policy position urging the United States Congress to pass legislation that 
recognizes the unique vulnerabilities of Southeast Florida to the impacts of climate 
change and to further a joint policy position that includes specific recommendations 
regarding the allocation of federal climate change funding based on vulnerability to 
climate change impacts.  Such recommendations might include designation of areas 
of Southeast Florida as uniquely vulnerable and of federal interest for the purpose of 
securing enhanced levels of federal participation in regional adaptation projects.  

 
 SECTION 2:  That each county shall work in close collaboration with the 
other counties party to this compact to develop additional legislative policy 
statements relating to global climate change and future legislation to be considered by 
the Congress of the United States for transmittal to the Congressional Delegation 
representing, in part or in whole, districts within the area covered by this compact. 
 
 SECTION 3:  That each county shall work in close collaboration with other 
counties party to this compact in developing joint position statements on proposed 
State legislation and energy/climate policies including but not limited to issues such 
as the region’s energy and climate security and a renewable energy portfolio standard 
that defines renewable energy sources as wind, solar, geothermal, biomass, landfill 
gas, qualified hydropower, and marine and hydrokinetic energy and to collaborate on 
other emerging energy/climate issues that may be considered by the 2010 Florida 
Legislature for transmittal to the Legislative Delegation representing, in part or in 
whole, districts within the area covered by this compact. 
 

SECTION 4:  That each county shall work with other counties party to this 

compact in developing joint position statements for future State legislation that may 
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be considered by the Florida Legislature for transmittal to the Legislative Delegation 
representing, in part or in whole, districts within the area covered by this compact. 
 

SECTION 5:  That each county shall commit appropriate staff resources 

and expertise, within budget constraints, to participate in a Regional Climate Team 
with other counties party to this compact toward the development of a Southeast 
Florida Regional Climate Change Action Plan. 
 

SECTION 6:  That each county shall work with other counties party to this 

compact in developing a Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Action Plan.  
The Action Plan could, at a minimum, include the following components:   

(a) A baseline of greenhouse gas emissions for Southeast Florida; 
(b) Strategies for coordinated emission reductions throughout the built 

environment to include the use of energy efficiency, energy conservation, 
and the use of demand-side renewable energy resources; 

(c) Strategies for coordinated emission reductions from the transportation 
sector to include increased reliance on public transit, emerging vehicle 
technologies, and advanced biofuels; 

(d) Strategies for coordinated emission reductions resulting from changes in 
local and regional land use; 

(e) Strategies for the coordinated regional preparation for and adaptation to a 
rapidly changing global environment based upon regional mapping of 
projected sea-level rise and any resulting amplification of localized impacts 
of tropical cyclone events.  Such strategies shall incorporate climate 
preparation concerns for the regional economy, regional infrastructure and 
the built environment, social and cultural needs, and natural systems 
within the four counties party to this compact. 

 
SECTION 7:  That each county shall commit to participating with other 

counties party to this compact in hosting the Second Southeast Florida Regional 
Climate Change Summit in October, 2010. 

 
 
 
 

Commissioner Kristin Jacobs 
Broward County 

 
 
 

Commissioner Katy Sorenson 
Miami-Dade County 

 
 
 
 

Mayor George Neugent 
Monroe County 

 

 
 
 

Commissioner Shelley Vana 
Palm Beach County 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

OCTOBER 20, 2009 

 

FORT MYERS, FLA: On Thursday, October 15, 2009, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council (SWFRPC) held “A State of the Region Address” at its annual meeting at the Charlotte 
Harbor Event and Conference Center in Punta Gorda.  The Council paid tribute to City of Fort 

Myers Mayor James Humphrey for his 
years of service.  He was elected to serve 
on the Council in January 2003 and was 
the Chair of the Council from January 
2009 to October 2009.   

Mayor Humphrey was involved with the 
Council for more than 34 years.  Among 
his many accomplishments, he 
successfully argued before the Florida 
Supreme Court on behalf of Lee County 
on a development of regional impact 
(DRI) that the Council had denied. In 
closing, Mayor Humphrey passed the 
Council gavel to Vice Chair Mick 
Denham, Mayor of City of Sanibel.  
Mayor Denham will be the Acting 
Chairman of the Council from November 
2009 until January 2010, when the 
Council will elect the 2010 officers. 

Mayor Denham has been a member of 
the Council since March 2005.  He is currently the Chair of the Council’s Lower West Coast 
Watershed Implementation Committee and a member of the Council’s Climate and Energy 
Committee.  He is also one of the Assistant Treasurer’s of the Council. 

The attached photograph shows Mayor Humphrey (shown on the left) passing the gavel to 
Mayor Denham (shown on the right) at the “State of the Region Address” Workshop held on 
October 15, 2009 at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center in Punta Gorda. 
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The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council advocates on issues of regional significance on 
behalf of southwest Florida. It brings 34 local elected officials and five state-appointed officials 
together to develop agreement on a common vision for the region and assess progress toward 
obtaining that vision. Created in 1973 by an interlocal agreement among Charlotte, Collier, 
Glades, Hendry, Lee and Sarasota counties, the Council serves as a regional information 
clearinghouse, conducts research and implements projects that include planning, law, 
emergency management, public administration, environmental science, business 
administration and information technology. 

Please contact Ms. Nichole Gwinnett, SWFRPC at (239) 338-2550 #232 or 
ngwinnett@swfrpc.org for further assistance. 
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