
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
Thursday, February 21, 2008 at 9:00 am 

1st Floor Conference Room 
1926 Victoria Avenue, Fort Myers, FL  33901 

 
AGENDA 

 
INVOCATION 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL – Ms. Nichole Gwinnett 
 
1. AGENDA 
2. MINUTES OF JANUARY 17, 2008 
 
3. CONSENT AGENDA  

(a) Intergovernmental Coordination and Review 
(b) Financial Statement for January 31, 2008 
(c) Palmer Ranch Increment III NOPC – Lowes Home Improvement 

 (d)    Sarasota County Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DCA 08-1)  
 (e)     City of Fort Myers Comprehensive Plan Amendment Airside Plaza DRI (DCA 08-1D) 
 (f)      Tradeport DRI – Request for Sufficiency Response Extension            
 
4. ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 

(a)  Executive Committee Report – Chairman Andrea Messina 
(b) 2008 Strategic Plan - Connecting the Regions – Mr. Ken Heatherington 
(c) FRCA Policy Board Meeting Update – Mayor Jim Humphrey, FRCA 2nd Vice 

President 
(d) Appointment of a SWFRPC Representative to the CHNEP Policy Committee – Mr. 

Ken Heatherington 
 

5.  REGIONAL ISSUES 
(a)  The Chamber of Southwest Florida and The SW Florida Leadership  
    Foundation Presentation 
 - Mr. David Borden, Baron Collier Companies & Chairman of The Chamber  
    of Southwest Florida 
 - Mr. Grover Whiden, FPL & Chairman of The Southwest Florida Leadership  
   Foundation 
 - Mr. Steve Tirey, President/CEO, The Chamber of Southwest Florida 
(b)  Lower West Coast Watersheds Subcommittee Report – Mayor Mick Denham 
(c) Legislative Subcommittee Report – Commissioner Jim Coletta 
 - Mr. Dick Keen, Regional Director for Senator Mel Martinez 
(d) Legislative Update – Mr. Ken Heatherington 
(e) Other Emerging Regional Issues 
 - Introduction of the SWFRPC Green Team 
 - Green Infrastructure 
 - Energy & Climate Change – Governor’s Action 
 - APA Advocate Newsletter 
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6. OLD BUSINESS 

(a)   SFWMD Northern Everglades Project Presentation – Ms. Agnes Ramsey,  
  SFWMD 
(b)   SWFRPC Resolution #2008-01 – Regarding Land Procurement in Glades County by  
  the SFWMD and the US Corps of Engineers – Mr. Ken Heatherington 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
8. DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
9.  STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 
10.        COUNCIL ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 
11.   COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
12.   ADJOURN 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE  

March 20, 2008 
 
NOTES:   
 

 The Council’s Executive Committee is scheduled to meet 
immediately prior to the Council meeting. 

 
 The Council’s Lower West Coast Watersheds Subcommittee will 
be meeting immediately following the Council meeting in the 
conference room. 

  



SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
(SWFRPC) ACRONYMS 

 
 
ABM - Agency for Bay Management - Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

ADA - Application for Development Approval  

ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act  

AMDA -Application for Master Development Approval  

BEBR - Bureau of Economic Business and Research at the University of Florida  

BLID - Binding Letter of DRI Status  

BLIM - Binding Letter of Modification to a DRI with Vested Rights 

BLIVR -Binding Letter of Vested Rights Status 

BPCC -Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinating Committee 

CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee 

CAO - City/County Administrator Officers 

CDBG - Community Development Block Grant  

CDC - Certified Development Corporation (a.k.a. RDC) 

CEDS - Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (a.k.a. OEDP) 

CHNEP - Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program 

CTC -  Community Transportation Coordinator  

CTD -  Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged  

CUTR - Center for Urban Transportation Research  

DCA - Department of Community Affairs 

DEP - Department of Environmental Protection 

DO - Development Order 

DOPA - Designated Official Planning Agency (i.e. MPO, RPC, County, etc.) 



EDA - Economic Development Administration 

EDC - Economic Development Coalition 

EDD - Economic Development District  

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 

FAC - Florida Association of Counties 

FACTS - Florida Association of CTCs  

FAW - Florida Administrative Weekly 

FCTS - Florida Coordinated Transportation System  

FDC&F -Florida Department of Children and Families (a.k.a. HRS) 

FDEA - Florida Department of Elder Affairs  

FDLES - Florida Department of Labor and Employment Security  

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation 

FHREDI - Florida Heartland Rural Economic Development Initiative 

FIAM – Fiscal Impact Analysis Model  

FLC - Florida League of Cities 

FQD - Florida Quality Development  

FRCA -Florida Regional Planning Councils Association 

FTA - Florida Transit Association  

IC&R - Intergovernmental Coordination and Review  

IFAS - Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida  

JLCB - Joint Local Coordinating Boards of Glades & Hendry Counties  

JPA - Joint Participation Agreement  

JSA - Joint Service Area of Glades & Hendry Counties  

LCB - Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged 



 

LEPC - Local Emergency Planning Committee 

MOA - Memorandum of Agreement  

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization 

MPOAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council  

MPOCAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizens Advisory Committee 

MPOTAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Advisory Committee  

NARC -National Association of Regional Councils 

NOPC -Notice of Proposed Change  

OEDP - Overall Economic Development Program  

PDA - Preliminary Development Agreement  

REMI – Regional Economic Modeling Incorporated 

RFB - Request for Bids  

RFP - Request for Proposals  

RPC - Regional Planning Council 

SHIP - State Housing Initiatives Partnership  

SRPP – Strategic Regional Policy Plan 

TAC - Technical Advisory Committee 

TDC - Transportation Disadvantaged Commission (a.k.a. CTD) 

TDPN - Transportation Disadvantaged Planners Network 

TDSP - Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plans  

USDA - US Department of Agriculture  

WMD - Water Management District (SFWMD and SWFWMD) 
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MINUTES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

JANUARY 17, 2008 
 

The regular meeting of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council was held on January 17, 
2008 at the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council at 1926 Victoria Avenue in Fort Myers, 
Florida.  The meeting was called to order at 9:02 am by Chairman Jim Coletta.  Commissioner 
Kenneth Jones led the Prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Administrative Services Specialist 
Nichole Gwinnett conducted the roll call. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Charlotte County: Commissioner Adam Cummings, Commissioner Tom Moore, Ms. Andrea 
Messina, Mr. Alan LeBeau 

 
Collier County:      Commissioner Jim Coletta, Councilman Charles Kiester, Ms. Laura 

Holquist 
 
Glades County: Commissioner Kenneth “Butch” Jones, Commissioner Paul Beck, Dr. 

Edward Elkowitz 
 
Hendry County:  Mayor Paul Puletti, Mr. Melvin Karau  
 
Lee County: Commissioner Brian Bigelow, Mayor Mick Denham, Mayor Jay Arend, 

Mayor Jim Humphrey, Mayor Eric Feichthaler  
 
Sarasota County: Commissioner Paul Mercier, Commissioner Shannon Staub, 

Commissioner Jim Blucher, Councilman Ernie Zavodnyik, Mr. George 
Mazzarantani, Mr. David Farley 

 
Ex-Officio Members:  Mr. Johnny Limbaugh – FDOT, Mr. Jon Iglehart – FDEP, Mr. Phil Flood 

– SFWMD, Ms. Dianne Davies, SWFWMD 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 

Charlotte County: Council member Marilyn Smith-Mooney  
 
Collier County: Commissioner Frank Halas, Councilman Bill Willkomm, Ms. Patricia 

Carroll 
 
Glades County: Councilman Michael Brantley 
 
Hendry County: Commissioner Janet Taylor, Commissioner Bill Maddox, Mayor Mali 

Chamness 
 
Lee County:  Commissioner Bob Janes, Vice Mayor Larry Kiker  
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Sarasota County:  None 
 
Ex-Officio Membership:  Ms. Janet Watermeier – Watermeier Consulting & Property 

Services  
 
 
 
Chairman Coletta announced that at the time that Lt. Governor Kottkamp arrives that he will stop 
the meeting in order to have Lt. Governor Kottkamp give his presentation and then give a few 
moments for members to ask a few questions before the Lt. Governor has to leave for his next 
appointment. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
Chairman Coletta introduced the following new members: 
 

 Commissioner Adam Cummings, Charlotte County BOCC 
 Commissioner Bob Janes, Lee County BOCC 
 Mayor Eric Feichthaler, City of Cape Coral 
 Commissioner Shannon Staub, Sarasota County BOCC 
 Councilman Ernie Zavodnyik, City of Venice 
 Ms. Dianne Davies, SWFWMD 

 
Everyone was present except for Commissioner Janes. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1 
AGENDA 

 
Ms. Messina moved and Commissioner Blucher seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #2 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 15, 2007 
 
Commissioner Bigelow noted that on page 10, last paragraph it should state “windfall” and not 
“win for all” 
 

Commissioner Moore moved and Dr. Elkowitz seconded to approve the minutes of 
November 15, 2007 as amended.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #3 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Commissioner Blucher moved and Mr. LeBeau seconded to approve the consent agenda:  
Agenda Item #3(a) Intergovernmental Coordination and Review; Agenda Item #3(b) 
Financial Statements for November 30, 2007 & December 31, 2007; Agenda Item #3(c) 
Metro Park DRI - NOPC; Agenda Item #3(d) Sandhill DRI - NOPC; Agenda Item #3(e) 
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Merchant’s Crossing DRI – NOPC; Agenda Item #3(f) Toll-Rattlesnake DRI – Extension 
Request; Agenda Item #3(g) City of Moore Haven Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
(DCA 07-1); and Agenda Item #3(h) City of Fort Myers Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
(DCA 08-1).  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #4(a) 
Babcock Ranch AMDA – Development Order Review  

 
Mr. Trescott of staff reviewed the item as presented. 
 
Commissioner Staub stated that she doesn’t recall having items (i.e. Road Planning Agreement) 
noticed separately within an AMDA . Mr. Trescott explained that it has been done before; 
however, staff does like to incorporate all commitments into the development orders so that it is 
clear when monitoring begins to address the issues accordingly. 
 
Commissioner Staub asked if the Road Planning Agreement with Lee County was discussed at a 
previous Council meeting.  Mr. Trescott explained that he doesn’t believe that the Road Planning 
Agreement was discussed at a Council meeting but it was included within the Council’s Staff 
Assessment report to incorporate the Agreement and the Council voted in favor of incorporating 
the Road Planning Agreement. 
 
Commissioner Bigelow requested that Mr. David Loveland of the Lee County Department of 
Transportation explain why Lee County believes that the master development order which was 
approved by Charlotte County has been a “white washing or dilution” of the agreement that Lee 
County thought was agreed upon with Kitson & Partners. He also asked how reviewing traffic 
impacts incrementally versus aggregately can be detrimental to Lee County.  
 
Mr. David Loveland, Manager of Transportation Planning for Lee County Department of 
Transportation explained that from a transportation perspective Lee County has two primary 
concerns that were outlined in the Council’s Staff Assessment.  The first one was an issue of 
language in a condition that indicates that increments are going to be treated separately while using 
background traffic instead of project traffic when subsequent increments are evaluated. The staff 
report outlines a number of reasons as to why that is a concern.  The biggest issue is that you end 
up not looking at traffic cumulatively; potentially you are treating each increment as a separate DRI 
because of the significance and adversity test that is used in evaluating DRI traffic impacts.  A DRI 
doesn’t have to address impacts on a roadway when it is utilizing capacity unless two conditions are 
met, which are it is using at least 5% road capacity of that link and that link is projected to fail.  If 
both of those tests are not met then the DRI has no obligation to do anything to that roadway even 
though it may be utilizing some of the capacity.  When you treat the increments separately there is 
the potential that one increment could have an impact on a roadway but not rise to the 5% 
threshold and then the next increment comes along and it also has an impact on that same 
roadway but doesn’t rise to the 5% threshold. Because the previous increment, if it is viewed as 
background traffic instead of project traffic it isn’t counted together, it is still factored into the total 
traffic picture, but not treated as project traffic for the 5% significance test; you may end up with a 
situation where that segment isn’t addressed even with subsequent DRIs.  But with the combined 
effect you would surpass the 5% threshold.  So this is a concern; the Council staff is recommending 
deleting the condition at this time, however, Lee County has a preference of modifying that 
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condition to make it clear that previous increments be treated as project traffic and not as 
background traffic and also adding some language which makes clear mitigation provided by 
previously evaluated increments will be credited towards the overall impact. 
 
Mr. Loveland then went onto the second concern that Lee County has which is the Road Planning 
Agreement.  Mr. Farley asked if the agreement is policy or law.  Mr. Loveland replied that he 
believes it is law under Florida Statute 9J2 where it requires that the impacts of the projects be 
assessed cumulatively.  He then noted that Chapter 380.06 states the same as well. 
 
Commissioner Blucher stated that if it is law then he would like to hear from the Council’s 
Attorney, Ms. Donley.  Mr. Loveland stated that he believes that Kitson & Partners are not trying 
to break the law but there is some confusion on how the Lee County Road Agreement is applied.  
Counsel Donley asked for a few moments to look up the laws so she will be able to answer 
Commissioner Blucher’s questions accurately. 
 
Commissioner Blucher asked that due to the size of the project, is the 5% threshold going to cover 
the roadway impacts.  Mr. Loveland explained that the impacts of this project, as it develops, are 
going to be far reaching and by having a 5% threshold means that they can have some impacts 
without having to do anything about it until that 5% is exceeded.  It really comes down to which 
roads are identified as significant and adverse and require some mitigation.  If the developers are 
required to mitigate and there is still a problem then the fault falls upon the local government and 
in this case it would be both Lee County and Charlotte County. 
 
Ms. Messina stated that she would like to have the opportunity to hear from FDOT; she 
understands that a formula was used from FDOT and would like to have it explained to her. 
 
Mr. Limbaugh explained that there is a handout which explains where Lee County is coming from 
and it also includes a table which shows different approaches.  Mr. Heatherington explained that 
the letter was not distributed to the members because it came in at the last minute but it is available 
if the members wish to have it distributed. 
 
Chairman Coletta requested that any future documents of such importance be sent by email to the 
membership prior to the meeting for their review in order to give the members sufficient time for 
review.  Other members agreed with the Chairman’s recommendation. 
 
Mr. Limbaugh stated that Mr. Lawrence Massey of FDOT who is the author of the letter is 
available to review the letter and answer any questions. 
 
Commissioner Staub asked if the applicant had seen the letter from FDOT.  Mr. Heatherington 
replied yes. 
 
Mr. Lawrence Massey, Growth Management Coordinator for FDOT reviewed the distributed 
letter. 
 
Commissioner Bigelow stated that Lee County wants to have the project traffic impacts reviewed 
cumulatively.  He also noted that the reference to Lee County’s Road Planning Agreement is not 
included in the development order. 
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Mr. Massey stated that if each increment is considered separately then each increment will have a 
given impact to the system but it will never substantially grow and will substantially remain the same 
throughout the life of the project.  If you consider it cumulatively then obviously it gets bigger and 
bigger as the project gets built out.  The Florida Department of Transportation has established a 
good working relationship with the Kitson team and he feels that the issue will be resolved and 
therefore, FDOT does not recommend appeal based on this issue. 
 
Ms. Messina asked for clarification that FDOT does not recommend that the Council appeal the 
development order based on the traffic issues.  Mr. Massey replied that is correct because he feels 
that the issue can be resolved.  Commissioner Bigelow asked which part. 
 
Mr. Massey stated that FDOT believes that applicant did intend to count the traffic cumulatively 
and not on an increment basis and that it was just an oversight by everyone as far as the wording of 
the development order. 
 
Mr. Loveland stated that Lee County supports staff’s recommendation for modifying the condition 
that refers specifically to the Road Planning Agreement as a condition of approval of the 
development order.  The concern that Lee County has is the agreement between Lee County and 
Kitson & Partners where Lee County had asked both at a Council meeting and a Charlotte County 
meeting that Charlotte County recognize that the agreement in the development order because the 
issue relates to Kitson agreeing not to start development until we have an agreement on what the 
impacts in Lee County are going to be from a road standpoint.  Charlotte County is the entity that 
issues the development approvals so if there is some task of recognition by Charlotte County 
through this process that they recognize that the agreement exist then it avoids any confusion down 
the line.  It states that Charlotte County recognizes that the agreement is in place and that they want 
to make sure that Lee County’s interests are protected before development moves forward on this 
site.  Lee County felt it was a partnership approach and it was something that was called for within 
Charlotte County’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Ernie Cox with Kitson & Partners stated that all of the impacts from the Babcock community 
project for both Charlotte and Lee Counties will be addressed.  He addressed the issues of 
historical flows.  He asked the Council not to appeal the development order. 
 
Mr. Sid Kitson stated that for the record that they will not attempt to circumvent the procedures in 
any way; the will pay their fair share;  they are trying to minimize the impacts and are trying to 
improve as few roads as possible.  He then said that for the record as for the stormwater issues and 
water quality issues that he doesn’t believe that he should be responsible for monitoring water 
quality on property that isn’t impacted by the project because that is the responsibility of the 
county(s).  He noted that the Road Planning Agreement is included in the Master Development 
Order. 
 
Mr. Limbaugh stated that FDOT agrees that there are some interpretation questions.  Chairman 
Coletta stated that so regardless what action the Council takes FDOT will continue to work 
through those issues.  Mr. Limbaugh replied yes. 
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Mr. Flood explained that District staff has had significant discussions with Kitson & Partners to 
work through the water flow issues and are continuing to work through the permitting process.  He 
also noted that the four corners area is of special interest to the District. 
 

Mayor Humphrey moved and Commissioner Blucher seconded to not accept staff’s 
recommended action and not appeal the development order. 

 
Dr. Elkowitz asked if there are no new roadways being proposed, what is being done for 
evacuation purposes for traffic impacts, especially for Glades and Hendry Counties.  Mr. Trescott 
explained that part of the project is within the Category 4/5 zone and the applicant has committed 
to provide onsite shelters and/or construct a shell of a building to be used for shelter purposes to 
be used by Charlotte County residents but will most likely be used by Lee County residents.  He 
explained that according to the models that the residents of the Babcock community will not have 
to evacuate and ultimately if road improvements are made to roads such as SR31 it would help 
with evacuations because SR31 is a hurricane evacuation corridor.  Dr. Elkowitz stated that the 
roads going east and west of the development are not being improved and there are already 
neighborhoods in those areas. Is the  responsibility going to fall upon Glades and Hendry Counties 
to improve those roadways (SR29) in order to accommodate their residents along with residents 
from the Babcock community that choose to evacuate? Mr. Trescott stated that the Babcock 
development should not have any evacuation so they should not be adding to any stream of traffic.  
It was the intent to keep its residents onsite by doing a public information program. 
 
Mayor Humphrey stated that he concurs with the applicant’s attorney, Mr. Ernie Cox, in regards to 
the Lee County’s agreement as it being separate and apart from and it is a matter between the 
applicant and Lee County.  As for the transportation and water management issues, when he hears 
from both FDOT and SFWMD he has confidence that those issues will be addressed as we go 
through the process and he doesn’t feel that it would be appropriate for the Council to appeal at 
this time.  Lee County still has their agreement and they can treat that separately and that is the 
reason for his motion. 
 
Mr. Mazzarantani stated that he is concerned with the possibility of adding another layer to the 
process. 
 
Commissioner Staub stated that she believes the issue is the nature of a master development order. 
She explained that in Sarasota County there is a project called Palmer Ranch which has over 20 
increments.  She explained that there are opportunities for Charlotte County to get from the 
developer what is needed at each time an increment comes forward.  She doesn’t believe that the 
issues that have been discussed today really rise to the level of being in a master development 
order and feels that they will be addressed in one way or another through the increment process. 
 
Commissioner Mercier stated that he feels that the Council is acting like the State Legislature by 
circumventing home rule. He stated that this is a home rule issue and when the cities and counties 
can’t get along, we go to them for solutions.  It would seem logical to him that the two counties 
would sit down and see if they could solve some of the problems on their own first.  He also stated 
that there are some economic issues happening and anything that we can do to keep the economy 
moving along is a benefit. 
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Speakers 
 
Chairman Coletta called upon Mr. James English as the first speaker. 
 
Mr. Jim English of Alva stated that he would like to speak after his attorney, Mr. Mel Brinson. 
 
Mr. Mel Brinson, Attorney for Mr. James English stated that he disagrees with the applicant on the 
potential impacts on some of the creeks that were mentioned; the historic flows in the area are 
from the northwest to the southeast.  He explained that his client’s concerns are that permits have 
been issued through the SFWMD using old data and he would prefer that no permits be issued 
until the new hydrologic study is completed and the new data is used. 
 
Mr. Roland Ottolini, Director of Lee County Division of Natural Resources explained that the 
Babcock Ranch has watershed scale issues and it will have watershed scale impacts; therefore, 
deserves a watershed scale analysis.  He explained that basically the SFWMD will conduct a flood 
analysis, and that the applicant will meet the SFWMD ERP requirements in order to obtain their 
needed permits.  He then noted that Lee County requested that the applicant look at it on a 
continuous simulation and how the system will respond to day-to-day basis long-term and also wet 
and dry season because it will also have an effect downstream to Lee County not only in terms of 
flood protection to our creeks and streams but also to the wetlands and natural system that the 
creeks provide that ultimately discharge to the Caloosahatchee River.  The applicant claims that 
they are doing this; however, Section 4-14 that Mr. Cox mentioned does not include it, when they 
mention the predevelopment analysis it is a compliance issue that they are completing for the 25 
year storm event to meet SFWMD requirements, that doesn’t address the day-to-day function of 
the system.  If the applicant is planning on doing the work for Lee County, the County would like 
to see it in writing. 
 
Chairman Coletta stopped the regular meeting at this time and introduced a very special guest, Lt. 
Governor Jeff Kottkamp. 
 
Lt. Governor Kottkamp gave a speech on Florida’s economy, affordable housing, and its 
sustainability.  He explained that Florida will be working on bringing in larger industry companies 
in order to build Florida’s economy.  He stated that there are approximately 500,000 to 1 million 
people moving to Florida everyday.  NASA will be retiring the space program in order to begin the 
new space program, Space X.  FPL has announced that they will be building the first solar power 
plant in Florida. 
 
Mr. Heatherington introduced both Representative Nick Thompson and Representative Gary 
Aubuchon.  Lt. Governor Kottkamp stated that both Representative Thompson and 
Representative Aubuchon work very hard for Southwest Florida in the legislature and have earned 
great respect from their colleagues and he has no doubt that they both will rise very rapidly in 
leadership. 
 
Chairman Coletta stated that at this time there will be a 10 minute break in order for the members 
to speak with the Lt. Governor and Representative Thompson and Representative Aubuchon.  
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Upon commencement of the meeting, Mr. Carl Veaux stated his concerns regarding the impacts 
that the Babcock community project will bring.  He stated that he would like to see the Council 
appeal the development order. 
 
Commissioner Moore stated that it was a consensus vote among the Charlotte County BOCC that 
they would support the motion. 
 
Commissioner Blucher stated that during the break he spoke with Counsel and she has a short 
answer to his earlier question.  Counsel Donley explained that it is not a violation of state law and 
the rule does allow for the State to make determinations.  Commissioner Blucher stated that he 
agrees with the motion and also that he would like to see Charlotte and Lee Counties work out 
their differences. 
 
Councilman Zavodnyik stated that he feels instead of just going on faith and believing that the 
applicant will do what he says he will do, the Council should make the appeal and at the same time 
have FDOT continue with their efforts to resolve the issues discussed; if it comes to a resolution 
then the appeal becomes mute. 
 
Councilman Kiester stated that he is concerned with approving something that has two major 
issues outstanding and if the appeal is out of the question then maybe we should make a 
recommendation to Charlotte County that when the transportation agreement with Lee County is 
completed and the stormwater management study is completed and recommendations are made 
that Babcock come back to the Council with a notice of proposed change (NOPC). 
 
Ms. Holquist stated that she is in favor of the motion. 
 
Ms. Messina stated that she is in favor of the motion. 
 

Mayor Humphrey’s motion carried with two opposed. 
 

Councilman Kiester moved and Mayor Denham seconded to recommend that the 
recommendations from the transportation planning agreement and the stormwater 
management and floodplain study and any recommended changes to the development 
order be brought before the Council as a NOPC. 

 
Commissioner Staub asked if this follows the DRI process.  Councilman Kiester explained that it 
would be a recommendation to Charlotte County that they would amend their development order 
accordingly.  Mr. Trescott explained that the NOPC process is the appropriate process to amend a 
development order. 
 
Commissioner Mercier stated that he would like to obtain DCA’s input on the issue.  Councilman 
Kiester explained that if Charlotte County agrees to amend their development order then DCA 
will review the amended development order. 
 

The motion failed with a 9 to 13 vote. 
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AGENDA ITEM #4(b) 
City of LaBelle Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DCA 08-1) 

 
Mr. Crawford of staff reviewed the item as presented. 
 
Mayor Humphrey asked to hear from a representative of the City of LaBelle. 
 
Mayor Puletti explained that there were omissions from the report that was sent to staff and the 
City will be submitting their comments along with staff’s report to DCA.  He explained that the 
property is not immediately south of the airport and that there are residential neighborhoods to the 
north and south of the property and he is questioning putting industrial use facilities between those 
two neighborhoods. 
 

Mayor Puletti moved and Mayor Denham seconded to approve staff’s recommendation 
and the City of LaBelle will respond to the findings of Council staff. 
 

Dr. Elkowitz asked what is FDOT’s position on SR29 corridor and its improvements.  Mr. 
Limbaugh explained that there is a PD&E Study funded and currently underway, but there is no 
design or construction within 5 years.  Mayor Puletti stated that development in the area is at least 
5 years or more away. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(a) 
Memorial for David Y. Burr – Chairman James Coletta 

 
Chairman Coletta gave a brief verbal overview.  He referred to the quotes in the distributed 
handout for the different options of plaques.  He suggested Option #1. 
 
Commissioner Bigelow stated that he was under the impression that the building was going to be 
named after Mr. Burr.  Chairman Coletta stated that he didn’t feel that by placing large letters on 
the building was necessary; but having a bronze plaque made and placed on the building would be 
more appropriate to honor Mr. Burr’s memory.  He then noted that the last option on the 
handout did include the letters on the building if the Council desires. 
 

Mr. Farley moved and Commissioner Blucher seconded to approve Option #1. 
 
Commissioner Cummings asked if there was input from staff on which option they preferred.  Mr. 
Heatherington replied that staff reviewed numerous options, including lettering the building; he 
noted that there was some limitations and it was decided among staff that a bronze plaque would 
be best.  Ms. Kooi of staff reviewed each option of the bronze plaques. 
 
Commissioner Bigelow asked if Mr. Burr’s family had been contacted.  Mr. Heatherington replied 
yes.  Commissioner Bigelow asked which their preference was.  Mr. Heatherington replied they 
didn’t have a preference, they were honored that the Council was considering naming the building 
after Mr. Burr. 
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Commissioner Bigelow stated that he prefers a more prominent recognition.  Chairman Coletta 
stated that if the motion maker was willing to amend the motion to include the plaque and the 
letters on the building then both could be done. 
 
Both Mr. Farley and Commissioner Blucher stated that they would like to stay with the original 
motion and Option #1. 
 
Mr. LeBeau stated that he would like to have staff get a few more quotes because he just purchased 
a similar plaque and it cost less.  Ms. Kooi stated that she had called three different companies and 
this was the only company that had returned her call. 
 
Chairman Coletta stated that if the motion passes that the motion could be amended to have staff 
obtain a couple of more quotes, including the vendor that Mr. LeBeau had used, in order to make 
sure that the costs are comparable.  Mr. Farley stated that he is in the cemetery business and he 
makes plaques all the time and he feels that is a good price that staff received. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Heatherington noted that once the plaque has been completed and a date has been selected 
for the ceremony the family will be contacted requesting their attendance. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(b) 
Resolution by the Glades County BOCC Regarding Land Procurement in Glades County by 

SFWMD and the US Army Corps of Engineers – Commissioner Paul Beck 
 
Commissioner Beck reviewed the item as contained in the packet. 
 

Commissioner Beck moved and Commissioner Jones seconded to have the Council 
compile a resolution and letter for the local county commissions and the legislative 
delegation to consider for fair and just compensation in the form of payment in lieu tax 
fund for lands purchased by SFWMD and the US Army Corps of Engineers which would  
extend into perpetuity based on a fair and reasonable evaluation of the purposes of which 
the property was purchased. 

 
Chairman Coletta stated that he feels that it is a very reasonable request and he believes that 
Hendry County is experiencing similar problems.  Commissioner Beck agreed. 
 
Commissioner Jones stated that Glades County employees have not received a raise in the last 4 
years due to these types of activities.   The $61 million equates to ¼ of Glades County entire 
budget and if the Governor is successful on January 29th, Glades County will be forced to layoff 
employees. He then stated that FHREDI, which he is Chairman, just passed a resolution on 
Monday in support of Commissioner Beck’s request. Commissioner Jones noted that if this 
continues on we are going to become financially insolvent.  Lee County just gave $10 million to 
SFWMD for a $37 purchase for a piece of property between the Caloosahatchee River and SR80; 
Glades County didn’t know about it until it was a done deal.  We appreciate Lee County’s 
contribution but once again you are taking away our ad valorum tax base.  
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Commissioner Mercier stated that it is a reasonable request and only a courtesy that we should be 
sensitive to everybody’s need and what he would like to see is the resolution brought back at the 
February meeting so he can obtain approval from the Sarasota County BOCC  at its next regularly 
scheduled meeting to support Glades County’s effort. He also commits that if he receives a letter 
from Glades County that he will bring it up at the Sarasota County BOCC as to what action our 
individual county will take on the issue.  He then stated that he would like to see it as two separate 
issues:  1. The resolution brought back at the February meeting for a formal vote; and 2. What 
each jurisdiction can do on an individual basis. 
 

Chairman Coletta asked both Commissioner Beck and Commissioner Jones if they agreed 
with Commissioner Mercier’s suggestion.  They both agreed. 

 
Councilman Kiester stated that the local agencies should be contacting the local governments 
before any action is taken in order to get their input.  He then stated that it was his understanding 
that the legislature had passed a law that required a payment in lieu of taxes.  Commissioner Beck 
explained that the requirement was only for 10 years and he wants it changed to “for in 
perpetuity”. 
 
Mr. Flood stated that the projects of the SFWMD are regional projects and are for public health 
and safety, water quality and water supply.  It is not the intent of the District to impact the rural 
counties;  he suggested that the Water Management Districts can do a better job in coordinating 
with the local governments.  He also stated that maybe it is time for the legislature to look into 
changing the payment in lieu of tax laws. 
 
Mayor Denham stated that Council should support Commissioner Beck’s position and also agrees 
with Commissioner Mercier’s suggestion. 
 

Commissioner Mercier moved and Mayor Denham seconded to amend the motion to 
have the resolution brought back to the Council for a formal vote at its February meeting 
and have each local jurisdiction take action on the issue on an individual basis. 

 
Commissioner Bigelow asked if Glades County was notified by SFWMD of the purchase of the 
land prior to the sale because it was his understanding that there was a portion of the land that was 
set aside for the very reasons that are being pointed out.  Mr. Flood explained that there was a 
discussion going on within the District t about the 1,700 acres that were recently purchased.  
 
Mayor Arend stated that we first need to find out where the money comes from.  Does it comes 
from our district only and we are taxing ourselves or does it comes from the State and the State 
supplies the funding.  These are the answers that we need to know before we move ahead. 
 
Commissioner Beck explained to Mr. Flood that Glades County was notified that there was a 
potential of five different areas that the District was interested in but there was little time for input 
to help select the site.  At one of the meetings the county was notified that the District had already 
purchased one of the properties. 
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Chairman Coletta suggested that this issue be brought before the Council’s Lower West Coast 
Watersheds Subcommittee for discussion.  Mayor Denham agreed to discuss the issue at one of 
the subcommittee meetings. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Coletta asked for volunteers for the legislative subcommittee.  He announced that the 
legislative subcommittee is scheduled to meet immediately following today’s meeting. 
 
Mayor Denham stated that he would like to participate on the subcommittee however he has a 
conflict with the meeting schedule with the Lower West Coast Watersheds Subcommittee, in 
which he is Chairman of that subcommittee. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6(a) 
Nomination Committee Report/Election of 2008 Officers 

 
Chairman Coletta reviewed the item as presented.  The 2008 Slate of Officers is as follows: 
 

 Chairman – Ms. Andrea Messina 
 Vice Chairman – Mayor James Humphrey 
 Secretary – Commissioner Paul Beck 
 Treasurer – Commissioner Jim Blucher 

 
Commissioner Mercier moved and Commissioner Blucher seconded to close the 
nominations.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Mr. Farley moved and Mayor Denham seconded to approve the 2008 Slate of Officers.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
At this time newly elected Chairwoman Messina awarded former Chairman Coletta a plaque for 
his service as the 2007 Chairman of the Council. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(c) 
Lower West Coast Watersheds Subcommittee Report – Mayor Mick Denham 

 
Mayor Denham gave a brief report and stated that due to the time constraints that he would like to 
give a more detailed report at the Council’s February meeting. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(d) 
Legislative Update/Affordable Housing Topics – Mr. Ken Heatherington 

 
Mr. Heatherington reviewed the item as presented. 
 
Chairwoman Messina requested that the “Week In Review” reports be sent to the members by 
email weekly. 
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AGENDA ITEM #5(e) 

SFWMD Regional Water Supply Presentation – Mr. Chip Merriam 
 
Mr. Merriam of the SFWMD gave a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Mayor Denham stated that the Council had passed a resolution on wastewater and he feels that 
somewhere within the District’s plan there needs to be reference regarding nitrogen reduction in 
wastewater treatment.  Mr. Merriam stated that on the east coast of Florida one of the issues that is 
becoming more apparent is ocean outfalls and discharge; early on the DEP Secretary proposed 
legislation to remove that type of disposal.  The District is working with DEP to address water 
quality issues. Some of the local governments are looking at the treatments that include high level 
of disinfection and reverse osmosis. 
 
Ms. Holquist asked that since it is basically water concurrency how are the projects going to be 
funded through the developments.  Mr. Merriam explained that the funding is going to be dealt 
with at the local government level in land use decisions because the District doesn’t have the 
authority to put that type of requirement out there. 
 
Mr. Heatherington asked Mr. Merriam if the District will be looking at District-to-District transfers 
as an alternative water resource.  Mr. Merriam replied yes, one of the interesting components is 
the Kissimmee River, he noted that the river may not be the panacea that everyone thought that it 
was going to be. 
 
Mr. Farley asked if there is any consideration being given to tapping into the springs.  Mr. Merriam 
explained that things may change for the natural spring’s systems. 
 
Mr. Merriam stated that since both of the Glades County Commissioners were not able to stay for 
the presentation, he would like to propose that at the February meeting the District present 
legislation that was presented by former Representative Spratt of Hendry County. In that case, the 
District purchased a significant amount of land in Hendry County (Northern Everglades Project) in 
which there was a forum to discuss payment in lieu of taxes and who was going to pay for it. In the 
end, since the District’s funds are ad valorum tax dollars from the residents, residents ultimately 
pay.  He suggested that the District return in February and share the Northern Everglades 
discussion so it can be shown where the land acquisition could occur.  Secondly, how the District 
handled another case within a community that had a maximum millage rate and asked that the 
requirements to pay go beyond the 10 year period. 
 
Chairwoman Messina requested that Mr. Merriam’s item along with Commissioner Beck’s 
resolution be placed under Old Business on the February agenda. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5(f) 
Other Emerging Regional Issues 

 
Mr. Heatherington briefly reviewed these items as presented and then introduced Ms. Catherine 
Corbett as the one of the members of the Council’s Green Team. 
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Ms. Corbett stated that due to the time constraints that she would like to give a more detailed 
presentation at the Council’s February meeting. 
 
Ms. Sandra Walters, Vice Chairman of the South Florida RPC announced that the SFRPC Board 
will be traveling to Stuart and meeting with the Treasure Coast RPC Board on Friday, January 18th 
in a joint meeting to discuss Regional Visioning.  She explained that the two boards have met once 
before and are coordinating on a regional perspective for their planning issues on the east coast of 
Florida; she is hoping that by her visit today that she would be establishing an east-west corridor of 
communication and suggests having the same type of initiatives between the east coast and west 
coast RPCs. 
 
Mr. Heatherington explained that at the recent FRCA meetings there has been a discussion on 
how to expand on regional coordination.  He then discussed the importance of the February 
Policy Board meeting (February 14 & 15) in Tallahassee and stated that Mayor Humphrey who 
has been nominated as the 2nd Vice President and is able to attend; however, Commissioner 
Coletta is unable to attend and Mr. Mazzarantani who has a scheduling conflict is not sure if he 
able to attend at this time.  He explained that a Policy Board member can appoint an alternate to 
go in his/her place if needed and asked if there were any volunteers. 
 
Chairwoman Messina stated that she would volunteer to attend the FRCA Policy Board meeting in 
February.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #6(b) 
Executive Director/Job Description Subcommittee Report 

 
Commissioner Coletta reviewed the item as presented.  He explained that the committee decided 
to turn it over to the new Executive Committee and let them decide which way the committee 
should move. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #7 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Jim English stated that his family has been living on the land in Alva for 130 years and is very 
distressed over what is being proposed on the Babcock property.  He then stated that he had three 
documents that he would like to have put in the record:  1. Amended Petition for Administrative 
Hearing for the English Family, Cypress Creek Partnership, and Frank Snell, Trustee versus 
Babcock Property Holdings, LLC; 2. Lee County versus Babcock Property Holdings, LLC & 
SFWMD Petition for Formal Administrative Hearing; and 3. Lee County versus Charlotte County 
Petition for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #8 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 

 
Mr. Heatherington had no further comments at this time. 
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AGENDA ITEM #9 

STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 
 
Ms. Davies gave a brief report on the 2009-2013 SWFWMD Strategic Plan that was distributed 
and the SWFWMD’s 12 strategic initiatives and how to implement them.  The initiatives will be 
focused on over the next five years and the plan will be updated annually. 
 
Ms. Davies announced that the SWFWMD is currently in the process of planning their workshops 
for their 10 year Water Supply Work Plan with GCA and the Manasota Regional Water Supply 
Authority for local governments and they are going to be held in the District’s Sarasota office the 
week of February 18th. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #10 
COUNCIL ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 

 
Counsel Donley had no comments at this time. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #11 
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Ms. Holquist stated that she would like to continue with the Council’s Executive Director Job 
Description Subcommittee because she doesn’t feel that it was clear what the subcommittee’s 
mission was at the beginning and would like to have the chance to start from a fresh beginning. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #13 
ADJOURN 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Commissioner Paul Beck, Secretary 
 
 
The meeting was duly advertised in the January 4, 2007 issue of the FLORIDA 
ADMINISTRATIVE WEEKLY, Volume 34, Number 01. 
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Agenda Item #3 
 
  

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
Agenda Item #3(a) – Intergovernmental Coordination and Review 

 
Approval of the administrative action clearinghouse review items. 

 
Agenda Item #3(b) – Financial Statement for January 31, 2008 
 
Approve the financial statement for January 31, 2008 as presented. 
 
Agenda Item #3(c) – Palmer Ranch Increment III NOPC – Lowes Home Improvement 
 
Notify Sarasota County, the Florida Department of Community Affairs and the applicant that the 
proposed changes will not create additional regional impacts not previously reviewed by the SWFRPC 
and that Council participation at the local public hearing is not necessary, unless requested by the county 
for technical assistance purposes. 
 
Request an updated Map H-2. 
 
Request a current annual monitoring report. 
 
Recommend codification of the development order. 
 
Request that Sarasota County provide a copy of the development order amendment, and any related 
materials, to the Council in order to ensure that the development order amendment is consistent with 
the Notice of Proposed Change.  Request Sarasota County staff to provide the Council a copy of the 
above documentation at the same time the information is provided to the Department of Community 
Affairs. 
 
Agenda Item #3(d) – Sarasota County Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DCA 08-1) 
 
Approve staff comments.  Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Community 
Affairs and Sarasota County. 

 
Agenda Item #3(e) – City of Fort Myers Comprehensive Plan Amendment Airside Plaza 
DRI (DCA 08-1D) 
 
Approve staff comments.  Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Community 
Affairs and City of Fort Myers. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve consent agenda as presented. 
 

 02/2008 
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 Agenda Item #3(a) 
 
 

Project Review and Coordination Regional Clearinghouse Review 
 
 
The attached report summarizes the project notifications received from various governmental and 
non-governmental agencies seeking federal assistance or permits for the period beginning January 
1, 2008 and ending January 31, 2008. 
 
The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council reviews various proposals, 
Notifications of Intent, Preapplications, permit applications, and Environmental Impact Statements 
for compliance with regional goals, objectives, and policies of the Regional Comprehensive Policy 
Plan.  The staff reviews such items in accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination 
and Review Process (Chapter 29I-5, F.A.C.) and adopted regional clearinghouse procedures. 
 
Council staff reviews projects under the following four designations: 
 

Less Than Regionally Significant and Consistent - no further review of the project can be 
expected from Council. 

 
Less Than Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Council does not find the project to be 
of regional importance, but notes certain concerns as part of its continued monitoring for 
cumulative impacts within the noted goal areas. 

 
Regionally Significant and Consistent - Project is of regional importance and appears to be 
consistent with Regional goals, objectives and policies. 

 
Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Project is of regional importance and appears not 
to be consistent with Regional goals, objectives, and policies.  Council will oppose the 
project as submitted, but is willing to participate in any efforts to modify the project to 
mitigate the concerns. 

  
The report includes the SWFRPC number, the applicant name, project description, location, funding 
or permitting agency, and the amount of federal funding, when applicable.  It also includes the 
comments provided by staff to the applicant and to the State Clearinghouse (Office of Planning and 
Budgeting) in Tallahassee. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the administrative action on Clearinghouse Review 

items. 
 
 02/2008 



 



ICR Council - 2000/08
SWFRPC # Name1 Name2 Location Project Description Funding Agent Funding Amount Council Comments

2007-065 Mr. Steven Myers Lee County 
Transit

Lee County Lee County Transit - Rural operating 
assistance for Lee County, Florida 
under USC Section 5311 Non-
Urbanized Area Formula Program.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$274,000.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-066 Ms. Karen 
Hawes, Director

Lee County 
Dept of Human 
Services

Lee County Lee County Dept of Human 
Services - 2005 Disaster Recovery 
Initiative

$9,417.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-067 Mr. Rich 
Weingarten

Charlotte 
County Human 
Services

Charlotte County Charlotte County Human Services - 
Transit - To provide Capital 
assistance in the amount of 
$132,030.40 - 49 USC Section 5310 
Grant Application.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$165,038.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-068 Mr. Rich 
Weingarten

Charlotte 
County Human 
Services

Charlotte County Charlotte County Human Services - 
Transit - To provide operating and 
administrative assistance in the 
amount of $40,000 - 49 USC 
Section 5311 Grant Application.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$80,000.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-069 Ms. Kandyce 
Ericson

School District 
of Lee County

Lee County School District of Lee County - 
Teaching American History, Conflict, 
Causes, Compromise and 
Consequences

US Department of 
Education

$836,226.40 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-070 Ms. Cherry 
Haynes

City of Sarasota 
& Sarasota 
County Gov.

Sarasota County Department of Housing and Urban 
Development - Community 
Development Block Grants 
(CDBG) - Janie Poe Public Housing 
Redevelopment Project in Sarasota, 
Sarasota County, Florida.

Regionally Significant 
and Consistent
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SWFRPC # Name1 Name2 Location Project Description Funding Agent Funding Amount Council Comments

2007-071 Ms. Meg Engelen Sarasota 
County 
Transportation 

Sarasota County Sarasota County Transportation 
Authority - Section 5310 Capital 
Assistance for Elderly and Persons 
with Disabilities Program - Purchase 
of Replacment Paratransit Buses.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$311,824.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-072 Ms. Meg Engelen Sarasota 
County 
Transportation 

Sarasota County Sarasota County Transportation 
Authority - Section 5311 Program - 
Nonurbanized Area Operating 
Assistance.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$144,208.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-073 Mr. Gary Bryant, 
President/CEO

Good Wheels, 
Inc.

Lee County Good Wheels, Inc. - 2008 U.S.C. 
Section 5310 Grant - Purchase of 
six replacement vehicles for high 
level of service to the elderly and 
persons with disabilities.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$806,118.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-074 Mr. Gary Bryant, 
President/CEO

Good Wheels, 
Inc.

Lee County Good Wheels, Inc. - 2008 U.S.C. 
Section 5311 Grant - Operating 
expenses for Dial-A-Ride 
transportation services for non-
urbanized areas.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$228,100.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-075 Ms. Sue 
Faulkner, 
Principal Planner

Transportation 
Services Division

Collier County Collier County Transportation 
Services Division - Section 5311 
Grant Application - Operating 
assistance to continue public 
transportation services in the rural 
community of Immokalee, Collier 
County, Florida.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$587,566.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-076 Ms. Sue 
Faulkner, 
Principal Planner

Transportation 
Services Division

Collier County Collier County Transportation 
Services Division - 5310 Grant 
Application - Replace paratransit 
vehicles that have outlived their 
useful life.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$310,800.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

2007-077 Ms. Deborah 
Oellrich

J.H. Floyd 
Sunshine 
Manor, Inc.

Sarasota County J.H. Floyd Sunshine Manor, Inc. - 
Section 5310 Capital Program - 
Purchase two small cutaways.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$107,782.00 Regionally Significant 
and Consistent
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SWFRPC # Name1 Name2 Location Project Description Funding Agent Funding Amount Council Comments

2007-078 Ms. Elaine S. 
Wright

Florida Planning 
Group, Inc.

Charlotte County Department of Housing and Urban 
Development - Home Investment 
Partnerships Program - Florida 
Housing Finance Corporation, 
Construction of Marian Manor 
Apartments - Port Charlotte, 
Charlotte County, Florida.

Regionally Significant 
and Consistent

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 Page 3 of 3



 



Review in Progress

SWFRPC # First Name Last Name Location Project Description Funding 
Agent

Funding 
Amount

Council 
Comments

2007-006 Lee County Lee County Transit - Rural operating 
assistance for Lee County, Florida 
under USC Section 5311 Non-
Urbanized Area Forumula Program.

Federal Transit 
Administration

$258,300.00 Review in Progress

2007-048 Lee County FDEP JCP File #:  0262704-001-
JC - South Bank Properties, LLC - 
North Capitva Island Beach 
Restoration Project in Lee County, 
Florida.

Review in Progress

2007-060 Sarasota County Longboat Key Permeable Adjustable 
Groins at the Islander Club in 
Sarasota County, Florida.

Review in Progress

2008-001 Lee County Southeastern Network of Youth & 
Family Services - SEN AmeriCorps 
Project in Lee County, Florida.

Corp. for National 
& Community 
Service

$504,419.00 Review in Progress

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 Page 1 of 1
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Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
Executive Director 

 
Salary Range:  
Determined by Council, position status is Exempt 
 
Job Description: 
The Executive Director is responsible for the day to day leadership and administration of the Southwest 
Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC). The Executive Director educates and inspires the vision for 
the physical, economic, social and environmental future of Southwest Florida. The position requires 
leadership stature to assume a strategic role in refining, enhancing, strengthening and advancing the Regional 
Planning Council’s mission. This position reports to and is evaluated by the Council. 
Position requires extensive knowledge of regional planning practices, comprehensive planning, economic 
development, hazardous material planning, transportation planning, development of regional impact (DRI) 
review process and environmental planning. Knowledge of principles and practices of public administration, 
including grant writing, program planning, implementation, evaluation, budgeting, contract administration 
and competitive bid process. 
 
Principle Duties: 

• Plans, organizes and directs operations of the RPC staff according to the requirements of all 
applicable federal, state and local laws. 

• Directs and administers an effective and realistic budget. 
• Provides effective leadership and supervision to the staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 

Council. Evaluates performances, counsels and terminates employees. 
• In conjunction with the Council, develops strategies and long and short-term objectives of the 

organization. 
• Establishes priorities for resources, anticipates challenges, formulates and adjusts policies and revises 

planning efforts as necessary.   
• Prepares an orderly, workable agenda to assist Council Members to focus on policy-making and 

ongoing issues. 
• Prepares and submits recommendations to the Council concerning existing and future Council 

policies, programs, contractual agreements and special studies. 
• Conducts and attends meetings and conferences to discuss current problems, policy changes and 

other pertinent matters. 
• Represents the Council before various agencies, boards, media and the public. 
• Collaborates with partners, assists other agencies and organizations to achieve shared development. 
• Attends the Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) meetings and represents the interest of 

the SWFRPC, collaborating and reviewing legislative changes in Florida’s Planning laws. 
•  Coordinates at the state, county and local level the implementation of the Strategic Regional Policy 

Plan (SRPP). 
 

Qualifications: 
A Masters Degree in Urban and Regional Planning, Public Administration, Public Policy or related field. Ten 
years experience in administration and planning, with at least four years having been in a successful,   
progressively responsible supervisory, managerial capacity. Extensive knowledge of Florida regional 
practices experience preferred. Membership in American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) is desired. A 
valid Florida Driver’s License is required. 
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Outcome Objective Action Priority Responsibility Timeline Status
1.  Resource 
Development 
and 
Enhancement

1.1 Identify and secure funding 
sources.

1.1.1  Evaluate increases to current fee 
structure (from developers, State(FL), 
applicants, Council members, etc.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

May-07

1.1.2  Explore feasibility of increasing fees for 
services provided.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

May-07

1.1.3  Lobby for Legislative fee changes. Legislative and/or 
Executive Officers 
Committees

May-07

1.1.4  Conduct assessment on current fee 
structure.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

May-07

1.2  Maximize professional 
development and continuing 
education opporunities for 
administrative staff.

1.2.1  Determine core competencies and 
needed skills.  Consult internal staff, industry 
and other external sources.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.2.2  Identify sources for highlighted staff 
development areas and evaluate options.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.2.3  Develop a training plan and program 
based on results of core competencies, 
needed skills and identified sources.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.2.4  Establish quaterely staff learning 
development retreats.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.2.5  Exert leadership throughout by 
articulating objectives, being accountable for 
achieving results and maintaining a strong 
customer focus.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.2.6  Develop clear roles and responsibilities 
related to Planning Council staff positions, 
administrative/staff roles and include within 
defined job descriptions.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

Strategic/Business Plan for the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council



Outcome Objective Action Priority Responsibility Timeline Status

Strategic/Business Plan for the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

1.2.7  Establish subcommittee strcture to 
oversee Council activities, including 
Executive, Strategic Planning, Financial, 
Technical, Event Planning, 
Marketing/Communication, to implement the 
objectives and actions of the SWFRPC 
Strategic Plan.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Aug-07

1.2.8  Establish job performance feedback 
linked to staff performance based appraisal 
system.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.2.9  Establish status and tracking 
mechanisms to ensure objective achievement 
and recognize/reward outstanding employee 
performance.

Executive Officers 
Committee

Aug-07

1.3  Provide fiscal management 
for managing Planning Council 
functions and organizational 
activities.

1.3.1  Cast the budget that clearly 
communicates the allocation of resources to 
include expenditures, revenues, program 
costs, personnel costs and overhead.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

Apr-07

1.3.2  Establish level for financial health, to 
include contributing and maintaining a 
reserve account.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

Apr-07

1.3.3  Maintain the daily financial records, pay 
obligations, and document activities trough 
standard bookkeeping, accounting, and 
auditing practices including quarterly budget 
reports.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

Apr-07

2.  Creative 
Solutions and 
Innovations

2.1  Provide strategic leadership 
and management.

2.1.1  Develop and implement strategic plan 
and make part of a annual planning cycle.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Annual

2.1.2  Establish priorities and timeline for 
strategic plan action items and develop 
implementation plan to support strategic 
agenda.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Annual



Outcome Objective Action Priority Responsibility Timeline Status

Strategic/Business Plan for the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

2.1.3  Ensure that all Council members, staff, 
partners and stakeholders have the current 
strategic plan.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Annual

2.1.4  Use the strategic plan criteria to 
choose new projects and action items.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Annual

2.2  Establish and support 
technology to deliver information 
and data.

2.2.1  Upgrade technology platform to 
support state of the art interactive, 
collaborative work tools.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.2.2  Update and maintain the website to 
keep current and effectively communicate the 
Council's strategy and activities.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.2.3  Establish website representative and 
determine posting guidelines.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.2.4  Organize consortium of technology 
subject matter experts drawn from the 
Southwest Florida Region to advise and 
participate in developing technology as a 
strategic lever for the Council and 
government.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.2.5  Establish effective IT security process 
with SWFRPC's business functions to protect 
the integrity and availability of critical 
information.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.2.6  Define the use of IT to enable faster, 
simpler and more efficient ways for citizens, 
governments, industry and other stakeholders 
to transact business with SWFRPC.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.2.7  Create a better database to manage 
the data more effectively, and keep it current.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.3  Provide detailed processes 
for meeting customer needs.

2.3.1  Review policies/procedures/processes 
and revise, develop and standardize.  This 
includes review process, list others.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

Ongoing



Outcome Objective Action Priority Responsibility Timeline Status

Strategic/Business Plan for the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

2.3.2  Evaluate ineffective, outdated 
processes/programs and eliminate.

Financial/Budget 
Committee

Ongoing

2.3.3  Define roles and responsibilities of 
Council members and administrative staff for 
processes.  This includes review process, list 
others.

Executive Officers 
Committee

2.3.5  Explore best practices across US, 
State, Region and determine how current 
processes and practices can be improved.
2.3.6  Define process for annual review of 
guiding principles (environmental, affordable 
housing, transportation, evacuation and 
shelter plan)

Legislative Committee Nov.-Jan. 2006 Complete

2.3.7  Update and standardize packet design 
and format.

Executive Officers 
Committee

2.3.8  Define process for annual review and 
update of cumulative Comp Plans.

Executive Officers 
Committee

2.4  Increase SWFRPC public 
exposure.

2.4.1  Establish Strategic Planning Working 
Group  to promote the profession and 
planning practices to the public and 
elected/appointed officials.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

Ongoing

2.4.2  Provide planning information to lay-
planners, planning commissioners, general 
public, schools, hospitals and other agencies, 
associations and organizations that interact in 
planning arenas.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

2.4.3  Develop workshops and annual 
conference.

Executive Officers 
Committee

2.4.4  Implement a communications plan and 
public relations plan to strengthen role within 
the community and define the process.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

2.4.5  Implement a internal communication 
plan and define the process.

Executive Officers 
Committee



Outcome Objective Action Priority Responsibility Timeline Status

Strategic/Business Plan for the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

2.4.6  Implement a process to gather and 
assess external customer/stakeholder 
feedback.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

2.4.7  Develop a long term marketing plan 
that promotes the products and services of 
SWFRPC.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

2.4.8  Develop annual report for FY07. Executive Officers 
Committee

2.4.9  Provide media communications to 
promote south planning, legislation or other 
SWFRPC priorities.

Executive Officers 
Committee & 
Legislative Committee

3.  Create 
Sustainable 
and Liveable 
Communities

3.1  Ensure sustainable 
development for the region 
through policy and practices by 
government and business.

3.1.1  Conduct Sustainability Assessments of 
the SWF Region, inclusive of development 
projects, businesses, environmental 
conditions, transportation conditions, 
education and healthcare conditions.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

3.1.2  Conduct Regional Community 
Sustainability Forums.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

3.1.3  Conduct a Annual SWF Regional 
Summit.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

3.1.4  Establish a Champions of Sustainability 
Consortium for building strategic alliances 
and consensus on future regional 
opportunities.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

3.1.5  Provide training to elected officials and 
community groups on the region's initiatives 
to integrate econcomic properity, social equity 
and environmental quality.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

3.1.6  Maintain and distribute SWF Regional 
Indicators.

Staff



Outcome Objective Action Priority Responsibility Timeline Status

Strategic/Business Plan for the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

3.2  Ensure regional smart land 
use planning integrated with 
investments for infrastructure, 
economic development, and 
transportation for livable 
communities.

3.2.1  Develop and standardize the materials 
and methods specific to the region across the 
following:  Green building and wind safe; 
Alternate energy and energy conservation; 
Nature habitat preservation; Basin wide 
watershed planning; Water conservation; 
Multi-modal transportation; Diverse housing 
market price range; Coordinated financially 
feasible infrastructure plan; Accessible social 
services; and Broad based economic 
development plan.

Legislative Committee, 
Transportation 
Committee, Water 
Committee, and 
Economic 
Development 
Committee

Ongoing

3.2.2  Create Regional Destination Plan/Build 
Out Plan

4.  Build and 
Maintain 
Partnerships

4.1  Enable civic engagement of 
diverse citizenry in local and 
regional planning and regional 
vision.

4.1.1  Establish forum for exchange of ideas 
and knowledge with citizens.

4.2  Develop new partnerships 
and retain and develop current 
partnerships.

4.2.1  Conduct inventory of current 
partnerships and identify potential partnership 
opportunities.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

4.2.2  Conduct assessment of effectiveness 
and shortfalls with existing partners.

Strategic Planning 
Working Group

4.2.3  Establish reporting mechanism for 
Council members to provide information to 
their respective area Board (to include a final 
determinations summary).

Executive Officers 
Committee & Council

4.2.4  Promote participation and partnering 
with Florida Gulf Coast University, both 
professors and students with a strong focus 
in research and development.

Executive Officers 
Committee

4.2.5  Establish strong presence of staff 
(Executive Director) with cities, counties, and 
all Council members.

Staff
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DRAFT – Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
Strategic and Business Plan 

From Vision to Action 
Fiscal Year 08 

 
 
 
Section 1.  Introduction and Overview 

 
The strategic and business plan represents a system-wide effort, and is a milestone for the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council.  It will serve as our compass, guiding our direction into the future that is filled with 
possibilities.  We are on a threshold of a new future that is filled with hope, opportunities, and ever-expanding 
horizons.  Along with this there are many changes that will challenge the Council to move in new directions.  
We have a vision.  We have a plan in place.  And now we must make the commitment to turn our vision into 
action. 

 
Our strategic and business planning environment must support the Region’s Strategic Initiatives and sustain the 
desired outcomes.  The Councils defined outcomes, objectives and key activities illustrate our linkage.  For each 
outcome, we have defined measurable, time-certain objectives to track and evaluate our performance.  
We will mark our progress in achieving our outcomes through demonstrations of performance measures. 
 
 
The path taken for establishing the strategic and business plan are presented below: 
 
• Define vision statement 
• Validate a mission statement.  
• Identify major stakeholder and customer groupings.  
• Conduct SWOT analysis.  
• Establish our values. 
• Identify key result areas of focus. 
• Identify strategic outcomes. 
• Prepare objectives.  
• Determine key activities 
• Identify performance/ outcome measures.  
• Document the strategic and business plan.  
• Review and approve the strategic and business plan.  
 
 
 
Section 2.  Vision Statement. 
 
Vision guides the direction and forms a framework from which choices will be made of the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council.  The purpose of the business plan is to embrace this vision. 
 

Vision Statement 
 

“To be the #1 example that comes to mind when people want to learn about the 'best of the best' collaborative 
partnerships between performance-based communities around the world, based on: the high expectations of 

our customers, our equally high standards for customer service, and a long-term commitment to 
sustainable, principle-centered relationships." 
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Section 3.  Mission Statement 

 
Missions define the core purpose of the organization – why it exists. Effective mission statements inspire 
change, are long-term in nature, and are easily understood and communicated. The mission statement will act to 
focus and align staff, with the Council, and with the Region initiatives. 
 

 
Mission Statement 

 
To work together across neighboring communities to consistently protect and improve the unique and relatively 

unspoiled character of the physical, economic and social worlds we share ... for the benefit of our future 
generations. 

 
 
 
Section 4. Identify Major Stakeholder and Customer Groupings.  

 
       The strategic plan is organized around major stakeholders, their current and future requirements and the     
       Planning Council’s (SWFRPC) current and future requirements. Identified stakeholders included: 
 

• Local governments – 16 Cities and 6 Counties 
• Region’s Citizens 
• Homeowner Associations 
• Children and Students 
• Non-profit Organizations 
• State and Federal Agencies 
• Business community 
• Developers 
• Landowners 
• Chamber of Commerce 
• Agricultural industry 
• Tourists 
• Travelers 
• Emergency agencies 
• Academia 
• Advisory Committee 
• Healthcare agencies 
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Section 5. SWOT Analysis 
 
An important step of this strategic and business planning process includes a Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis to formulate this plan.  It includes input from a broad cross-section 
of individuals, both internal and external to the organization.  The ideas and responses of participants were 
recorded, and the results consolidated and used extensively in the planning process. 
 

 
STRENGTHS 
• Well-known brand name 
• High ranking in the industry 
• Economies of scale 
• Committed employees 
• External communication 
• Factual data collection 
• Strong working relationships with business  
         partners 
• Engaged Planning Council 
• Diverse background 

 
WEAKNESSES 
• Lack of strategic direction 
• Limited financial resources 
• Weak spending on R&D 
• Internal political problems 
• Weak market public image 
• Reactive planning 
• Lack of tested performance measures 
• Increased backlog of projects 
• Lack of defined roles and responsibilities for 
         processes 
• Need for improved technology for data collection 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
• Rapid market growth 
• Changing customer needs / tastes 
• Economic boom 
• New technology 
• Demographic shifts 
• Seeking other firm alliances 
• Process development 
• Partnerships – internal / external 
• Distribution/communication of information 
• Expand public support 
• Relationship building with customers 
• Data sharing 
• Technology for distribution / communication of 
         information 
• Marketing strategies 
• Expand resource base 
• Flexible staffing opportunities 
• Staff development 
• Collocation of resources 
 
THREATS 
• Rapid market growth 
• Increased government regulation 
• Economic downturn 
• Annexations 
• Budget constraints 
• Change in customer needs 
• Federal / State / Local mandates 
• Changes in Federal / State laws 
• Disengaged community 
• Silent majority overruled by vocal minority 

 
Section 6.  Values 
 
Our ten guiding principles for conducting the Council’s business as adopted by the SWFRPC on _______ 

 
Reciprocal Relationships    
Through the Council’s shared and cooperative interchange of ideas and actions we achieve mutual benefits for 
both our respective individual jurisdictions and the region as a whole.  
 
Stewardship 
We lead others in steering the region toward a more healthy and sustainable future by promoting the protection 
and improvement of the physical, economic and social characteristics of the region. 
 
Accountability      
We, as holders and appointees of public offices, are individually and collectively responsible and answerable to 
our communities for our decisions and actions. We conduct the Council’s business in accordance with the 
highest professional and ethical standards.   
 
Honesty and Integrity     
We communicate and act truthfully, and with fairness, acknowledging mistakes, keeping commitments, and 
avoiding silence when it may be misleading. We make the right decisions for the region in the long-term, even 
when such may be unpopular in the short-term.  
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Excellence 
We seek to be exceptional by being “our” best. We endeavor to collectively perform better tomorrow than we 
did yesterday.  
 
Innovation       
We strive to be creative in introducing new ideas and identifying solutions in dealing with the region’s physical, 
economic and social challenges.  
 
Cooperation and Teamwork    
While the Council recognizes the importance of our members’ independent thoughts and strong personal 
convictions, we also recognize that our goals are better accomplished through a collaborative team approach.  
We endeavor to consistently act to achieve our agreed-upon objectives, with respect for our fellow Council 
members and the sometimes competing interests of their jurisdictions’ leadership, while acting in a mutually 
supportive manner.  
 
Responsiveness    
We seek and are receptive to input from the public and local governmental agencies, in terms of their 
suggestions, appeals and efforts and we strive to react to their requests in an open-minded, timely, and 
communicative manner. 
 
Quality       
As regional partners, we strive to identify priorities, develop forward-thinking public policies and implement 
exceptional collaborative strategies to preserve valued resources and ensure the positive attributes of life for the 
citizens of Southwest Florida.  
 
Knowledgeable and Effective Leadership  
We are familiar with and have an excellent understanding of the challenges facing the region and possess the 
expertise to make sound judgments in planning for the future and solving the region’s problems. 

  
 
 

 
Section 7.  Outcomes / Objectives / Key Activities 
 
Winston Churchill once remarked, “We must take change by the hand or it will take us by the throat.”  The 
business planning process represents a proactive approach by Planning Council to “take change by the hand.”  
The Planning Council identified four major outcomes areas, with a number of objectives and key activities 
within each area.  This is our plan of action (Appendix A). 
 
 
 
Section 8.  Measurement Areas 
 
The business plan establishes the objectives, which is decomposed into outcome and performance measures.  
Measurement data for collection are based on the status and effectiveness of the key activities.  Our spreadsheet 
and the Linkage Tables ( Appendix B) are attached and provide specific measurement data collected. 



Strategic Outcomes 
 

1. Resource Development and Enhancement 
 

• Budget Constraints 
• Limited Financial Resources 
• Weak Spending on R&D 
• Rapid Market Growth 
• Economic Boom 
• Co-location of Resources 
• Committed Employees 
• Staff Development 
• Flexible Staffing Opportunities 
• Training 

 
2. Creative Solutions and Innovations 
 

• Lack of Strategic Directions and Planning 
• Reactive Planning 
• Factual Data Collection 
• Lack of Performance Measures 
• Increased Backlog of Projects 
• Lack of Defined Roles and Processes Development 
• Data Sharing 
• New Technology 
• Change in Customer Needs and Taste 
• Distribution and Communication of Information 
• External Communication and Public Image 
 

3. Create Sustainable and Livable Communities 
 

• Demographic Shifts 
• Community Development 
• Diverse Backgrounds 
• Economic Downturn 
• Federal/State/Local Mandates 
• Change in Federal/State Laws 



• Increasing Government Regulation 
• Annexations 
 

4. Build and Maintain Partnerships 
 

• Collaboration 
• Disengaged Community 
• Silent Majority Overruled by Vocal Minority 
• Expand Public Support 
• Strong Working Relationships with Business Partners 
• Engage Planning Council 
• Build Internal and External Partnerships 
• Seek Other Alliances 
• Create Problem Solving Partnerships 
• Address Internal Political Problems 
 

 



Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
 (SWFRPC) 

10.30.06 DRAFT 
 
 
 
 

Values: 
Our ten guiding principles for conducting the Council’s business, 

  
as adopted by the SWFRPC on ________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Reciprocal Relationships    
Through the Council’s shared and cooperative interchange of ideas and 
actions we achieve mutual benefits for both our respective individual 
jurisdictions and the region as a whole.  
 
Stewardship 
We lead others in steering the region toward a more healthy and sustainable 
future by promoting the protection and improvement of the physical, 
economic and social characteristics of the region. 
 
Accountability      
We, as holders and appointees of public offices, are individually and 
collectively responsible and answerable to our communities for our 
decisions and actions. We conduct the Council’s business in accordance with 
the highest professional and ethical standards.   
 
Honesty and Integrity     
We communicate and act truthfully, and with fairness, acknowledging 
mistakes, keeping commitments, and avoiding silence when it may be 
misleading. We make the right decisions for the region in the long-term, 
even when such may be unpopular in the short-term.  

 
Excellence 
We seek to be exceptional by being “our” best. We endeavor to collectively 
perform better tomorrow than we did yesterday.  
 

CM: Winona’s folder/FY07/FBC/SWFRPC/Values 



CM: Winona’s folder/FY07/FBC/SWFRPC/Values 

Innovation       
We strive to be creative in introducing new ideas and identifying solutions in 
dealing with the region’s physical, economic and social challenges.  

 
Cooperation and Teamwork    
While the Council recognizes the importance of our members’ independent 
thoughts and strong personal convictions, we also recognize that our goals 
are better accomplished through a collaborative team approach.  We 
endeavor to consistently act to achieve our agreed-upon objectives, with 
respect for our fellow Council members and the sometimes competing 
interests of their jurisdictions’ leadership, while acting in a mutually 
supportive manner.  
 
Responsiveness    
We seek and are receptive to input from the public and local governmental 
agencies, in terms of their suggestions, appeals and efforts and we strive to 
react to their requests in an open-minded, timely, and communicative 
manner. 

 
Quality       
As regional partners, we strive to identify priorities, develop forward-
thinking public policies and implement exceptional collaborative strategies 
to preserve valued resources and ensure the positive attributes of life for the 
citizens of Southwest Florida.  
 
Knowledgeable and Effective Leadership  
We are familiar with and have an excellent understanding of the challenges 
facing the region and possess the expertise to make sound judgments in 
planning for the future and solving the region’s problems. 
  

 
 



ENVIRONMENT
- Changing paradigms of energy

- Impacts of environmental commitment
- Increasing percentages of land under public ownership

- Authority moving up government hierarchy, responsibility moving 
down

-Preservation of Natural Systems
-Greening of public infrastructure

-Increasing of severe storm activity
-Increasing development, impacts water runoff and natural habitat

-Increasing use of recycled resources

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

October 19, 2006 

ECONOMY
- Rising Expectations of customers

- Increasing economic disparity
- Outsourcing/partnerships

- Revenue sources
- Economic disparity

-Interest in Special Districts
-Increasing implications of Global Economy

-Insurance increases
-Outsourcing

-Employee recruitment and retention
-Tourism growth (domestic outnumbering international 

eight to one)
-Rising demand passenger travel via all modes

-Movement of freight will outpace population growth
-Growth in freight tonnage movement across various 

modes(air and truck the highest)
-Person hours of delay on state’s roadways will 
outpace the rise in daily vehicle miles traveled

POLITICS
- Increasing municipal boundaries

- Consolidation of municipal services
- Participatory democracy

- Housing
- Glocalization

- Diversity in representation
Annexation

-Federal/state governments shifting costs to local 
government

-Escalating demand for accountability in the public 
sector

-Escalating demand for executing strategy and 
measuring results

-Parochialism (lack of coordination, regional mindset)

SOCIETY
- Changing definitions of community

- Rising cost of health care
- Demographics
- Public safety

- Social cohesion
- Population growth ( 2.3% per year): rate of growth 

and age of baby boomers
- Household/family composition changes

-Rising levels of obesity
-Mixed use developments

-Pedestrian friendly communities
-Changing manner of public involvement

-Increasing diversity
-Rising cost of living, scarcity of affordable housing

-Recruitment and retention challenges
-Continuing growth

-Rising annual total number of deaths on Florida roads
-Rising immigration concerns  

TECHNOLOGY
- Work productivity

- E-commerce 
- E-government for access

-Automation to deliver tasks and deliver information
- Entry of technology into e-democracy arena

- Utility computing
- High cost of continuity

- Increase public focus on use of technology to 
improve productivity
- Broadband access

- Security threats
- Decreasing computing and storage costs

- Increased speed of application development
Wireless networking

Social

Environmental

Economical
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FRCA Policy Board 
Meeting Update 
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F  R  C  A  
Florida Regional Councils Association  

 

Apalachee  Central Florida 
East Central Florida  North Central Florida 

 Northeast Florida  South Florida  Southwest Florida 
Tampa Bay  Treasure Coast West Florida  Withlacoochee 

 
Florida Regional Councils Association  

Policy Board Meeting 
 

February 15, 2008 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 
Tallahassee Doubletree Hotel 
The Florida Room, 2nd Floor  

101 South Adams Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 

32301 
 

GENERAL MEETING AGENDA 
 

10:00 -10:15 AM  Call to Order, Introductions, Approval of the August 2007 Minutes 
-Karen Stern, President 
 

10:15-10:45 AM   Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida – Collins Center 
    -Tim Center, Director 
 
10:45 -11:00 AM  Executive Directors Report 

-Ronald Book, FRCA Executive Director 
 
11:00-11:30 AM   Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commission 
    -Allan Bense, Chairman 
 
11:30-12:00 PM   Governor’s Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development (OTTED) 
    -Dale Brill, Director 
     
12:00 NOON   WORKING LUNCH  
 
12:05-12:30 PM   Florida Association of Counties 
    -John Wayne Smith, Legislative Director 
 
12:30-1:00 PM   Florida League of Cities 
    -Rebecca O’Hara 
 
1:00-1:30 PM   Florida Department of Community Affairs 
    -Secretary Tom Pelham 
 
1:30-1:40 PM   2008 FRCA Draft Legislation 
     
1:40-1:50 PM   Financial Items 
    FRCA Financial Report 
    -Charles Blume 
 
1:50 -2:00 PM   General Discussion 
 
2:00 PM   Adjourn  



 

F R C A       
Florida Regional Councils 
Association  

 

Apalachee Central Florida
East Central Florida North Central Florida

 Northeast Florida South Florida Southwest Florida
Tampa Bay Treasure Coast West Florida Withlacoochee 

 
RECEPTION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION  

POLICY BOARD  
WELCOME RECEPTION 

 
When: 

 
February 14, 2008 
6:30 pm -8:30 pm 

 
Where: 

 
Governors Club 

Plantation Room  
202 S. Adams Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 

32301 
   

For more information or to RSVP, please 
contact: 

Melissa Akeson 
305-935-1866 

melissa@rlbookpa.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:Jessica@rlbookpa.com
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SWFRPC Representative to the 

CHNEP Policy Committee 
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Agenda Item #4(d) 
 

COUNCIL’S APPOINTMENT FOR 
THE CHNEP POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
 
Former Council member Charlotte County Commissioner Dick Loftus was the Council’s 
appointed representative to the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) since 
Commissioner Loftus is no longer a member of the Council, staff is requesting that the Council 
appoint a new representative to fill his vacancy on the Policy Committee. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Council appoint a member of the Council as its  
     representative on the CHNEP’s Policy Committee. 
 
 

02/08 
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Regional Issues 
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The Chamber of SWF &  

 The SWF Leadership Foundation 

  Presentation 

5a 

5a 









COMMUNITY LEADERS  
EMBRACE A NEW FOUNDATION 
TO GUIDE REGIONAL 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  

Research recently conducted among hundreds of Leader-
ship Lee County Alumni and Members from The Chamber 
of Southwest Florida clearly identified  a “priority list” of  
meaningful projects that will be the focus for community 
leadership investment today and tomorrow.  

Our five county region faces unprecedented  
challenges brought on by growth, changing 
demographics, and the need for world-class 
community leadership. 
 
“The Southwest Florida Leadership Founda-
tion is the driver behind community leadership 
efforts that will empower all of us to deal with 
the challenges growth has delivered.”  

   Grover Whidden, FPL 
   2007 Foundation Chairman 

Research Lights the Way for Our Mission 

• Regional Leadership Conference 
• Regional Leadership Program 
• Annual Leadership Directory & Guide 
• Youth Leadership Development 
• Understanding Regional Issues 
• Bui lding Regional Networks  
•  Recognizing Regional Leaders 
• Leadership Ski l ls Training 

“The return on an investment in this visionary New Foundation will be the creation of a new generation of leader-
ship in Southwest Florida to meet the challenges of the 21st century. We’re confident that a fresh cohort of inspired, 
willing and prepared community leaders will emerge from the Foundation’s efforts.” 

       Bill Berquist, Lee County Sheriff’s Department 
2007 Foundation Vice Chairman 

Developing The People 
And Programs That Will Shape 
The Future of Southwest Florida 



Here’s how you can participate in the Southwest Florida Leadership Foundation: 
 

To fulfill our goal of developing people and programs that will shape the future of  Southwest Florida, we are creating a charter 
group of Sustaining Investors.  This core group of leadership pioneers will provide annual revenues for the mission, opera-
tions and growth of the SWFL Leadership Foundation.   
 
Our objective is to develop 50 sustaining investors annually for the next 3 years.  Foundation Leadership will be drawn directly 
from this investor group. 
 
Sustaining Investors include both Corporate and Individual categories.  In order to achieve a predictable level of income 
that will underwrite our leadership programs, investors are asked to pledge a minimum three-year commitment to invest-
ment.  You will receive special recognition if you exceed the initial three-year term of investment.  
 

Annual Investment Structure: 
 
 

 
  
  
  
   
Investor Profile and Pledge 
 
Yes, I want to support the ongoing mission and development of the Southwest Florida Leadership Foundation.  I pledge to sup-
port the organization with my pledge of $ ________ annually.  I agree to provide investment support for three consecutive an-
nual periods.  After the first three annual periods I understand that I may pledge investment on an annual cycle. (Please check 
your membership category and investment level above.) 
 
I pledge to support the Southwest Florida Leadership Foundation and its efforts in the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Payment: □ Check  □ Credit Card  Type/Number:______________________________________________ 
Please return this form with payment for your first annual investment to: 
The Southwest Florida Leadership Foundation, 1520 Royal Palm Square Blvd., Suite 210, Fort Myers, FL 33919 
 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.  
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION IS RECOGNIZED BY THE IRS AS A SEC-
TION 501© (3) CHARITY TO WHICH CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. 

Help Us Make Southwest Florida The Best It Can Be! 

CORPORATE  

Silver $500 Investor $125 

Gold $1,000 Benefactor $200 

Platinum $2,500 Patron  $300 

INDIVIDUAL  

  

Signature Print name as you wish it to appear in publication. 

 

 

Company Name:   

Email:  Website:  

Mailing address:  

Phone:  

Check all that apply:  □ CSWF Major Investor   □ CSWF General Investor   □ LLC 2007 Paid Alumni 

Fax:  



  

 

A p p l i c a t i o n
Spring   2008 

 
 

Leadership Lee County Mission Statement 
 

Leadership Lee County is dedicated to strengthening and transforming our community by providing an 
interactive learning experience creating informed leaders who are inspired to serve as community 

trustees.   The program develops a network of informed, capable and willing leaders who guide this 
community’s future and who share a sense of camaraderie and mutual respect. 

 
Leadership Lee County is a proactive series of 
retreats, seminars and site visits designed to expose 
current and emerging leaders to Southwest Florida's 
greatest challenges and opportunities.  The 16-week 
intensive program begins with a look at our 
community history followed by a TEAM Building 
event and a weekend retreat and participation in 
The Community Leadership Association Annual 
Conference in Denver Colorado from April 24–27, 
2008. Half-day and full-day sessions follow each 
Tuesday for the next 15 weeks, see the attached 
calendar. Half -day sessions begin at 11:30 am with 
a networking luncheon and conclude generally by 
5:30 p.m. A graduation dinner and celebration 
concludes the program activities and celebrates the 
addition of 40 community leaders to the auspicious 
alumni group. 

 
 

 
Leadership Lee County addresses topics including 
our community history, community trusteeship, 
servant leadership, economic bases, healthcare, 
transportation, education, growth management, 
social challenges, law enforcement and criminal 
justice, agriculture, local government, media, the 
developer's perspective, the arts, cultural diversity 
and the role of volunteerism within our community. 
Programs are held at various locations throughout 
Lee County and Southwest Florida, providing 
participants an opportunity to view some of our 
community's unique facilities and assets. 
 
Participants in Leadership Lee County are selected 
after submitting a completed application, which is 

reviewed by the selection committee. In selecting 
the class, committee members first select the most 
qualified candidates by reviewing all aspects of the 
application. They then develop a class from those 
candidates, which provides the best mix of 
public/private representation, as well as adequate 
geographic participation from throughout Lee 
County and the Southwest Florida region. 
 
Developed in 1985, the program was originally a 
joint venture of the Cape Coral and Fort Myers 
Chambers of Commerce and the Business 
Development Corporation of Southwest Florida. 
The program proved to be a tremendously 
successful first effort by these organizations and the 
overall Lee County community in developing a 
countywide perspective and appreciation for issues 
that have far-reaching impact. Thus, Leadership 
Lee County began the development of a pool of 
leaders who shared common knowledge and the 
desire for a common vision for our community. 
 
On January 1, 1988, the newly consolidated 
Chamber of Southwest Florida assumed sole 
administrative responsibility for Leadership Lee 
County. The program is supported by the staff of 
the Chamber and is governed by a Steering 
Committee composed of program alumni who hold 
leadership positions throughout the community. 
Steering Committee members serve two-year 
terms.  Appointments to the steering committee are 
made by the Executive Director of Leadership Lee 
County.

 
For further information on Leadership Lee County, contact: 
 
Stephen H. Scott, Executive Director 
Leadership Lee County 
1520 Royal Palm Square Boulevard 
Suite 210 
Fort Myers, Florida 33919 
Phone: (239) 278-1420 
Fax: (239) 278-3319 
e-mail: Steve.Scott@comcast.net  
www. chamber-swflorida.com 

 

mailto:Steve.Scott@comcast.net


  

 

A p p l i c a t i o n
  
 

 
 

 
 Personal Information
Full Name __________________________________________________________ Date of Birth ____________ 

Preferred Name:_____________________ Name to be displayed on Name Badge: _______________________ 

Home Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________State _____________ Zip Code _____________ 

Home Phone _____________Cell Phone _____________ E-mail Address _______________________________ 

Name of Spouse ____________________________________________# of Children ______________________ 

Gender:  _________   How many years have you lived in Lee County? _______ 

Why did you move to Lee County? ______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Professional Information 
Employer _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Business or Organization ______________________________________________________________ 

Your Title/Department _______________________________________________________________________ 

Employer Street Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________State _____________ Zip Code ____________ 

Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________State _____________ Zip Code ____________ 

Employer Telephone (        ) ___________________________ Fax Number (        )________________________ 

Professional E-mail Address  ___________________________________________________ 

Have you participated in another Community Leadership Program?  <  >  Yes,  <  >  No   If yes, please list which 

program and the year of participation? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please list educational background.  High School ____________________________Technical ______________ 

Undergraduate _______________________________________Graduate ______________________________  

Please list previous employment 1. _______________________________________________________ 

 2. _______________________________________________________ 

 3. _______________________________________________________ 

Please list other extracurricular honors, awards and special interests: ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During your business career, what do you consider your most significant contribution, skill or achievement? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Community Involvement Information 

Leadership Lee County encourages community involvement.  What is your primary volunteer role at this time?  

Organization___________________________________________ Position ______________________________ 

Describe your responsibility ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please list the amount of time you currently commit to community, civic, professional and other organizations. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please list in order of importance to you, as many as five community, civic, professional, business, religious, 
social, athletic and other organizations in which you are or have been a member. 
 Organization Years as a member Position held 

1. _______________________________________     ______    _______________________________________  

2. _______________________________________     ______    _______________________________________  

3. _______________________________________     ______    _______________________________________  

4. _______________________________________     ______    _______________________________________  

5. _______________________________________     ______    _______________________________________   

To date, what do you consider your most significant community contribution? _____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe an important ambition in you life. Tell what you hope to accomplish or achieve and what position you 

hope to attain in the future.  ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you consider to be your major strengths and qualifications for the Leadership Lee County Program? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 



  

How did you hear or from whom did you learn about Leadership Lee County?    

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss your reason(s) for wanting to be a participant.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What benefits to the community do you feel are likely to result from your participation in Leadership Lee County? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write a paragraph discussing one specific problem that you have observed within Lee County. Explain why it is 
important and what issues it raises. Make one suggestion for its solution. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please identify up to five (5) areas of expertise/interest: 
 
  1. Management     2. Law   3. Accounting/Finance 
  4. Medicine/Health Care     5. Fund raising   6. Engineering 
  7. Education   8. Manufacturing   9. Real Estate 
10. Marketing 11. Computer Science 12. Graphic Design 
13. Public Relations 14. Philanthropy 15. Journalism 
16. Construction 17. Government Relations 18. Environmental Science 
19. Agriculture 20. Science 21. Other (Please elaborate below) 

 
 
Miscellaneous Participant Information: 
Special Dietary Needs:  

 
Medical Conditions:  

 
Shirt/Blouse Size:  

 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please attach a high - resolution color photo suitable for publication and print media. Mail along with 
application and the $1,800 refundable deposit payable to Leadership Lee County and mail before February 29, 
2008 to: Leadership Lee County, 1520 Royal Palm Square Boulevard, Suite 210, Fort Myers, Florida 33919.  

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Leadership Lee County requires a major time commitment from participants. You must attend the opening retreat, 
at least 11 of the remaining 14 seminars and graduation to complete the program. Do you agree to such a time 
commitment? 
 
Participants who fail to fulfill their attendance obligations will be asked to withdraw from the program.
 
TUITION 
Tuition is $2,750 and covers all materials, meals, transportation and lodging.  Tuition is payable by an initial 
refundable deposit of $1,800 with the application. A limited number of scholarships are available for 
demonstrated need; maximum scholarship is $750. Tuition may also be paid through an installment payment 
plan. Should you require financial assistance, please attach a letter with the completed application and deposit 
stating the need, why and how the program will benefit you and your organization.  Additionally, I commit to 
joining the Alumni / Graduate network and supporting the work with annual dues of $175 payable to The 
Southwest Florida Leadership Foundation.  I agree to be bound by the above commitments in signing this 
application. 
 
I understand the time commitment involved and the leadership goals of Leadership Lee County.  If 
selected, I am willing to attend each function in its entirety and devote the necessary time to be a contributing 
member of the Leadership class.  I understand that (1) if I fail to meet these obligations I will be asked to withdraw 
from the program and (2) tuition is nonrefundable. 
 
Date: ___________________        ______________________________________________________ 

       Candidate Signature 
 

As the business owner, employer or supervisor of ____________________________, a candidate for Leadership 
Lee County, I understand the financial and time commitment of our organization to this educational program.   We 
support fully the goals of the program and the efforts of this candidate. 
 
Company Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Supporter Name:  __________________________________________ Title:____________________________ 
 
 
Signature:  _______________________________________________ Date:  ___________________________ 
 
I agree to pay $ _______________ of the Leadership Lee County tuition for the above applicant, if accepted.  I 
understand tuition is nonrefundable. 
 
Financial Sponsor Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
        Title: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date: __________________ _________________________________________________________ 

 Financial Sponsor Signature 
 
DEADLINE for this completed application is February 29, 2008.  Mail your completed application, with the $1,800 
refundable deposit payable to Leadership Lee County and mail to: 
 
Leadership Lee County, 1520 Royal Palm Square Blvd.  Suite 210, Fort Myers, Florida  33919 
 

 
Commitment and Expectations 

 
Please complete and 

return with the application 



  

 

2008 Spring Calendar 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Day / Date Event / Program Location Time 
Tuesday, April 1, 2008 Welcome & Program Overview  

Tour of the Estates & Reception with LLC Alumni  
Caretakers House 
Edison & Ford Winter Estates 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM  

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 Luncheon & Community History Review  
Walking tour of downtown Fort Myers  

Oasis Restaurant  
SWFL / FM Historical Museum 

11:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, April 15, 2008 Team Development – Challenge Ropes Course SWFAS  2450 Prince Street at Edison 
Avenue 

11:30 AM – 5 PM 

Friday, April 18, 2008 Maximum Impact Teleconference   (optional) Covenant Presbyterian Church All Day  
Thursday – Sunday 
April 24, 25, 26 & 27, 

2008 

LLC Class Retreat and The Community Leadership 
Association Annual Conference  
Renaissance Hotel – Denver, Colorado 

Frontier Airline – Departs 6:20 AM 
arrives Denver at 8:30 AM Departs  
Sunday at 5 PM arrives 10 PM  

All Day 

Tuesday, April 29, 2008 Retreat & Conference Debriefing & Edison Overview Edison College 11:30 – 5 PM 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008 Agriculture Bus Tour / Lee & Hendry Counties 7:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, May 13, 2008 Education / Teach-in / Leaning on Leadership / K-5 Michigan International Academy  8:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, May 20 2008 Industry Bagel Bites & Fox Electronics 11:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, May 27, 2008 Mosquito Control & Lee County Sheriff’s Office  Buckingham Airfield  11:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, June 3, 2008 Development and the Babcock Ranch  Babcock Ranch & Verandah 10:30  AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 Criminal Justice Lee County Courts 11:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, June 17, 2008 Social Services  

Volunteerism 
Non-Profit Service Opportunities 

Prepare meals at the Community 
Cooperative Ministries Soup Kitchen 
with  visits to Salvation Army,  LARC, 
CAC & other social service agencies  

9:30 AM – 5 PM 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 Higher Education Southwest Florida College & FGCU 11:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, July 2, 2008 No program scheduled, the class will decide if they want to meet or it will be a vacation week. 
Friday, July 4, 2008  

Happy Birthday America Party    232 years old 
Your backyard ALL DAY 

Tuesday July 8, 2008 Government – City & County Managers Southwest Florida  
International Airport   

10:30 AM – 5 PM 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 Environment Six Mile Cypress Slough & CNCP 10:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, July 22, 2008 Healthcare / Aging Populations LMHS / Hope Hospice & Others 11:30 AM – 5 PM 
Tuesday, July 29, 2008 Media Overview  Print and Broadcast News – Press & WBBH – TV 11:30 AM – 5 PM 
Friday, August 1, 2008 Closing Retreat Activities 

Graduation Celebration   
Marco Island Marriott Resort 9:30 AM – 9 PM 

Optional Overnight 
 
 

Last revision: October 8, 2007 
 

Most programs begin with a networking lunch, followed by an afternoon program. 

Advance Planning Calendar & all Programs are subject to change! 

 
 
 



Leadership Lee County
Spring & Fall Programs
The popular Leadership Lee County is a 16-week series of community leadership programs designed to develop an 
informed and pro-active network of trustees from all sectors of Lee County. An average of 40 persons graduate both 
Spring and Fall from the two Leadership Lee County program sessions offered currently. Established in 1986 Leadership 
Lee County is a program of The Chamber of Southwest Florida. Since the Charter Class in 1986 more than 800 commu-
nity leaders, executives, public officials, non-profit directors and business owners have become community trustees who 
work for the improvement of Lee County. Leadership Lee County is an awareness building and life transforming experi-
ence for many. Information about the program is available on the web at www.chamber-swflorida.com.

Phone: 239-278-4001
Fax: 239-278-3319

E-mail: chamberswf@sprintmail.com

�e Chamber 
of Southwest Florida

Aaron Farmer, Aaron Farmer, Attorney
Fred Edman,Wright Construction
Larry Johnson, Bank of Florida

Todd Gates, Gates Total Solutions
Gregory H. Jones, Southwest Florida College

Robert R. Jones, Edison College
Bill Morris, Morris-Depew Associates, Inc.

Thomas Mueller, Covanta Energy, Inc.
Dilman Thomas, Oswald Trippe & Company, Inc

Grover Whidden, Florida Power & Light
Donna Flammang, Roetzel & Andress

Joe Wheeler, CNL Bank

Message from the Chairman

 �e regional “business building leadership” mission of �e Chamber of Southwest Florida was 
fulfilled in 2007 by a host of activities.  Shaping public policy, building community leadership, 

providing strategic information and service to members continues to drive the regional mission 
of the chamber.  �is short collection of photos and comments is a reminder that the regional 

network and perspective fostered by the Chamber are important to you and a growing regional 
community of interest.  It is gratifying to see business, government and not-for-profit organiza-

tions coming together through the activities of this regional chamber of commerce.  Tapping 
into the value of the chamber’s programs, products and services is the best way to realize a 

return on your investment. We are pleased to count you as one of our most valuable assets, a 
member of �e Chamber of Southwest Florida.  

�anks for your continued commitment.

Cordially,
David Borden

Chairman
Board of Directors

Leadership Lee County

Fall Class of 2007Spring Class of 2007

The Chamber of Southwest Florida
1520 Royal Palm Square Blvd., Suite 210

Fort Myers, FL 33919

at a glance

Jim Allgood, Fifth Third Bank
David Barbur, First Community Bank

William Bergquist, Lee County Sheriff’s Office
David Borden, Barron Collier Partnership
Cliff Chaipel, Schultz Chaipel & Co., LLP

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

U P C O M I N G  2 0 0 8  C H A M B E R  E V E N T S
LUNCHEONS

January 30, 2008
Issues & BBQ Luncheon

Hodges Universtiy

February 27, 2008
General Luncheon

Edison College

March 26, 2008
Issues & BBQ Luncheon

Hodges Universtiy

April 30, 2008
General Luncheon

Edison College

May 28, 2008
Issues & BBQ Luncheon

Hodges Universtiy

June 25, 2008
General Luncheon

Edison College

July 30, 2008
Issues & BBQ Luncheon

Hodges Universtiy

August 27, 2008
General Luncheon

Edison College

September 24, 2008
Issues & BBQ Luncheon

Hodges Universtiy

October 29, 2008
General Luncheon

Edison College

November 19, 2008
Issues & BBQ Luncheon

Hodges Universtiy

December 17, 2008
General Luncheon

Edison College

LEADERSHIP LEE 
COUNTY

Spring Program
April - August 2008

Fall Program
August - December 2008

LLC Alumni Dinner
November

LLC Golf Tournament
November

OTHER EVENTS

Labor Law Seminar
January & February

The Regional Economic 
Outlook Conference

October

The Leadership 
Conference
November

The Southwest Florida 
Leadership Foundation 

Raffle
December



Chamber Luncheons

Education, Training, & Networking

The First Annual Leadership Conference, held November 2-3rd at Sanibel Harbour Resort & Spa, was designed 
to give us an understanding of community and regional “best practices” so that we understand what a cohesive 
community looks like—and how we can build one. The conference outlined our biggest challenges and how to 
work on shaping viable solutions. This two day event was very much hands on. Although we heard from commu-
nity building experts, issue-focused workshops may well have provided the most lasting value. Look for the new 
Regional Leadership Directory recognizing regional companies, regional leaders and results from our first ever 
conference.

Chamber learning activities provide meaningful take-away information.  Part of the fun is in meeting new associ-
ates who are sharing some of the same working challenges as each of us.  In addition to our educational and 
training events like our Annual Labor and Employment Seminar, activities like our Leadership Lee Golf Outing 
bring us together to get to know one another!

2007 Regional Economic
Outlook Conference

The Chamber’s 20th Annual Regional Economic Outlook 
Conference held on October 18th was well attended.  Our 
collaboration with other organizations in the region was 
complimented by corporate underwriters.  In addition to the 
annual economic forecast, we produced a Regional 
Business Climate Survey in partnership with Florida Gulf 
Coast University.  Presentations about the overall economy, 
the housing market, the tourism market and the issue of 
property tax reform highlighted the session.  Todd Gates, 
Chairman of GATES, received the 2007 Business Building 
Leadership Award.  

Details, pictures and links are available at
www.chamberswflorida.com.

Chamber Luncheons are a dynamic place for our members and friends to learn, 
network and participate in building regional awareness.  Topics and guests are 

developed by a survey of chamber members.  A survey for 2008 Topics is now 
underway.  Visit our website at www.chamber-swflorida.com to partici-

pate.  Each luncheon is hosted and underwritten by members as a 
way to put their message in front of members and guests and to 

support the work of The Chamber.  Our 2008 luncheon cycle 
begins with a focus on “Agriculture In Our Region”. 

Who attends our luncheon events?  Just about anyone 
of importance to the future of our region.  The quality 

of those presenting and those in attendance is 
unequalled in our marketplace.  Take a look 

at our guests from 2007. 
Ask yourself if you should make 

our regular luncheon events 
one of your business 

priorities in 2008? 

January 31
A Look Ahead At Lee & The Region

February 28
Meet Phil Flood, SWFWMD

April 4
Regional Transportation Luncheon

April 20
Meet Lieutenant Governor Kottkamp

May 30th
Regional Legislative Luncheon

June 27th
Higher Education Luncheon

August 22nd
“Between the Sessions” Luncheon

September 12th
Financial Report from Florida’s CFO

August 29th
K-12 Education Luncheon

December 13th
Meet FGCU President Bradshaw

November 28th
“Sweetbay Day”

“As a long-time Board member, I 
have been impressed by the 

Chamber’s willingness to roll up its 
sleeves and tackle tough issues 

requiring a truly regional approach.” 
David Borden, Barren Collier 

Companies, 2006-2007 Chairman



Times Are Changing 
Together 

We Can Make A Difference 

Impacting  
Public Policy 

Providing  
Strategic Information 

Become A Member 
Help Us Make Southwest Florida The Best It Can Be! 

Building  Leadership 

Meeting  
Member Needs 



Exponential growth has placed extraordinary 
demands on Southwest Florida. We must develop 
community leaders committed to a great future for 
our region.  That’s exactly what the Chamber is 
doing—and at an accelerating pace. 
 
The Chamber of Southwest Florida is the oldest and 
strongest provider of leadership programs in the 
region.  We have graduated more than 1000 
community leaders since 1987. 
 
We build the future generation of community 
leaders through Leadership Lee County and our 

new regional LEAD Southwest Florida program.  We teach up & coming, as well as, veteran 
executives about the challenges we face ahead as we cope with unprecedented growth and 
change. 
 
Graduates of our programs are prepared to tackle the obstacles that threaten the creation of a  
high-functioning community. As a recent graduate puts it: “Leadership Lee County sustains 
leadership who will be prepared to affect a higher quality of life for everyone.” 

Building LeadershipBuilding Leadership  

Succeeding in Southwest Florida means staying abreast of business trends, best practices, and 
public policy issues.  The Chamber of Southwest Florida keeps members and the regional 
business community current on topics that impact their organizations. 
 
Each year our Regional Economic Outlook 
Conference provides a unique overview of 
where we’ve been and where we’re headed 
in Southwest Florida. 
 
Individual workshops, seminars, and 
luncheons examine both business and policy 
issues that affect the business community. 
 
The Chamber website as well as our monthly 
print & E-Newsletters provide both timely 
and timeless information to help business 
leaders drive growth and profitability. 
 

Providing Strategic InformationProviding Strategic Information  



Our business community faces daunting 
challenges in accommodating the dislocations 
created by growth to more than 1 million 
residents.  No longer a region of 
disconnected towns and counties, Southwest 
Florida faces challenges that can be met only 
by a regional approach. 
 
The Chamber serves as a voice of reason in 
Southwest Florida as it brings together 
business and community leaders to tackle 
tough issues— affordable housing, quality 
education, infrastructure creation, and 
quality of life. 
 
Typical of Chamber leadership was the spotlight they placed on the need to widen I 75 from 4 
lanes to 10 by 2015.  No easy answers exist for funding and constructing the necessary 
expansion. By putting respected community leaders in front of their peers and the press, the 
Chamber kick-started the all-important dialogue that can lead to a consensus solution—before 
it’s too late. 

Impacting Public PolicyImpacting Public Policy  

Our membership includes the most highly-respected business and public sector organizations in 
the region.  We understand what’s most important to our members and we deliver products 
and services to meet their needs. 
 
We provide a uniquely broad and relevant range of benefits:  
 
• We offer access to local, state, and national 

decision-makers.   

• We provide high-level networking opportunities.   

• We serve as the collective voice of the regional 

business community on critical public policy 

issues. 

• We enable our members to promote their 

products and services in print, online, and in-

person. 

• We develop community leaders. 

Meeting Member NeedsMeeting Member Needs  



Regional Business Leaders Value  

 Great Reasons  
to Join The Chamber! 

1. Make a statement that you are committed to the future of Southwest Florida  
2. Learn about priority issues and meet key public officials 
3. Build your regional network and take advantage of networking opportunities 

with business and community leaders  
4. Support government advocacy to deliver intelligent solutions to the problems 

we face 
5. Promote smart growth in Southwest Florida so your business and employees 

can prosper 
6. Take advantage of free posting of your job openings on Florida Jobs4U.com  
7. Free public relations opportunities at Chamber events and in Chamber publica-

tions 
8. Benefit from affordable learning opportunities to help you run a smarter, more 

profitable business 
9. Enjoy unique Member discounts and benefits to help you save money  

10. No Risk Money Back Guarantee— If you don’t find that The Chamber of 
Southwest Florida is the best business investment you will ever make, 
we will cheerfully refund your investment. Must attend 3 events during 
the first 90 days of your membership to qualify.  

“As a long-time Board member, I have been impressed by the Chamber’s will-
ingness to roll up its sleeves and tackle tough issues requiring a truly regional 
approach.” David Borden, Barren Collier Companies, 2006-2007 Chairman 

“The Chamber of Southwest Florida brings a unique perspective to dealing 
with business, government, and social issues in our increasingly intercon-
nected counties of Collier, Charlotte, Lee, Glades, and Hendry.  In the years to 
come, what affects one county will likely affect us all.” Joe Wheeler, CNL Bank, 
2005-2006 Chairman 

Join The Chamber of Southwest Florida now to make our region the best it can be!  

1520 Royal Palm Square Blvd., Suite 210 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
P: 239-278-4001 
F: 239-278-3319 
www.chamber-swflorida.com 
chamberswf@sprintmail.com 

“Thinking and working together regionally is the only way to be competitive 
globally.  The Chamber is in the business of catalyzing the building of our re-
gional infrastructure. Improving our community by shaping public policy and building community 
leaders are investments that pay long term, high quality dividends for Southwest Florida.” Todd 
Gates, GATES, CSWF Board of Directors 
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Lower West Coast 
Watersheds Subcommittee 
Report 
 

5b 
 

5b 



 
January 28, 2008 
 
Dear Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council Member: 
 
Re:  Participation Request to Council Members for the Lower West Coast 

Watersheds Subcommittee 
 
During the past year, the Council made the extremely important decision to 
emphasize as much as possible the importance of achieving the highest water 
quality possible in the waterways of the region.  This was important because it 
literally affects the health, safety and welfare of all the people that lives in or visits 
Southwest Florida.   
 
To address this issue, the Council created the Lower West Coast Watersheds 
Subcommittee. The subcommittee has been extremely active in moving forward 
the Council’s goal to improve all the factors that impact water quality in the 
region.  We are now at a critical point in the Subcommittee’s efforts.  We need 
your participation on the Subcommittee in order to adequately address the issues 
of On-site Disposal Systems.   
 
The Subcommittee is currently discussing the various aspects of this complex 
pollution source in order to create an appropriate strategy that will substantially 
minimize negative effects of the systems.  In order to obtain as much input from 
all interested parties, the Subcommittee is requesting increased participation 
from Council members.   
 
It is extremely important that Council members become involved in this issue 
since it will impact all areas of the region.  If water quality is not improved, it will 
have negative effects on the region’s economy and health.  Your input and ideas 
could assist in determining the future growth and health of the region.  We ask 
that you take time and attend the meetings of the Subcommittee right after the 
regularly scheduled Council meeting.   
  
Sincerely, 
 
SOUTHWET FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

Ken Heatherington  
Ken Heatherington 
Executive Director 
 
 
Cc:  Mayor Mick Denham, LWCWS Chairman 
 City of Sanibel 
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Legislative Subcommittee 

 Report 
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Agenda Item #5(c) 
 

 
LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 

 
 

The Legislative Subcommittee met on February 8, 2008 to discuss the proposed 2008 
Legislative Position Statement and attached is what the committee would like to focus 
on this year. The committee felt that keeping the priorities focused on a few areas will 
help ensure that the RPC’s position is read when it is received by the Legislative 
Delegation.  
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Review and approve the 2008 Legislative Position 

Statement proposed by the Legislative 
 Subcommittee. 

  
 

2/08 



 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING  
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
supports legislation that… 
 

• Provides affordable housing without imposing 
unfunded mandates to municipalities; 

 
• Guarantees that the Sadowski Trust Fund be fully 

funded without a cap restriction, solely allocated 
for affordable housing, and that the fund not be 
raided, but follows the intent of the law’s 
creation.  

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
supports legislation that… 
 

• Imposes a sales tax on internet sales to recover 
lost funding from tax avoidance; 

 
• Solves the insurance problem; 

 
NATURAL RESOURCES  
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
supports legislation that… 
 

• Develops a long term strategic plan for the 
Everglades Agriculture Area in order to avoid 
adverse environmental impacts to the bays and 
estuaries within the Southwest Florida Region; 

 
• Minimizes the impact to the Florida Forever 

Funding as currently defined without further 
diversion of funds for other uses; 

• Strengthens the Healthy Beach Program; 
 

• Convenes a meeting of stakeholders to help 
develop alternative water supplies and sources. 

 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION  
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
supports legislation that… 
 

• Provides a more equitable distribution of funding 
back to the municipalities. 

 
• Requires the indexing of all federal and local 

option gas taxes to the consumer price index; 
 

• Provides immediate and direct return to local 
government of annual service charges on local 
option fuel taxes; 

 
• Raises the gas tax by 5 cents per gallon to be 

used by the local municipalities to meet 
transportation infrastructure demands. 

 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY   
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
supports legislation that… 
 

• Stops unfunded mandates; 
 

ENERGY 
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
supports legislation that… 
 

• Promotes sustainability of energy resources. 

The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council is a multi-purpose regional entity providing 
intergovernmental solutions to growth management and technical assistance to local government and 
communities throughout Southwest Florida. The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council has been 
existence for thirty-four years. The Council is composed on the basis of a voluntary local agreement, which 
was executed in November of 1973.  
 
The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council serves as a forum for the discussion of issues which 
transcend individual political jurisdictions. The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council serves as an 
instrument of the community where people come together to solve regional problems together. At this time 
in history, when financial resources are scarce and society’s needs are many, it is also an era of better, 
committed regional governance.  

SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  RREEGGIIOONNAALL  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  
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Prepared for the Florida Regional Councils Association 
By 

The WREN Group 
Tallahassee 

February 8, 2008 
 

This report contains bills that have been filed as of February 8, 2008, which may be of 
interest to the Regional Councils.  To view any of the bills, visit the House or Senate web 
sites, reached from the Florida Legislature’s Online Sunshine web page at 
www.leg.state.fl.us.  Even-numbered bills are Senate bills, odd-numbered bills are House 
bills. 
 
 
 
 Sorted by Bill Number 

HB 0005 Relating to Distribution of Proceeds from Excise Taxes on 
Documents Saunders (R) 

 
Distribution of Proceeds from Excise Taxes on Documents: Removes a limitation on 
amount of proceeds which may be deposited into State Housing Trust Fund on or after 
specified date. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 5/23/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 9/10/2007 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council; Policy & Budget 
Council  

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council 

 Compare 

 SB 0080 Relating to Documents Excise Tax Distribution/State 
Housing TF    

 Identical 

 SB 0074 Relating to Documents Excise Taxes/State Housing 
Trust Fund    

  
HB 0031 Relating to Springs Protection Boyd 

 

Springs Protection: Creates pt. IV of ch. 369, F.S., entitled "Springs Protection"; 
establishes Florida Springs Stewardship Task Force; provides task force membership & 
duties; requires report to Governor & Legislature; provides for expiration of task force. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 7/18/2007 HOUSE Filed 
 9/10/2007 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Policy & Budget Council 

 10/16/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Conservation & State Lands by Environment & Natural 
Resources Council 

  

HB 0037 Relating to Contracting for Efficiency or Conservation 
Measures by State Agencies  McKeel 

 

Contracting for Efficiency or Conservation Measures by State Agencies: Includes water & 
wastewater efficiency & conservation in measures encouraged by Legislature; provides for 
inclusion of water & wastewater efficiency & conservation measures in guaranteed 
performance savings contracts entered into by state agencies, municipalities, or political 
subdivisions. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 11/29/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Audit & Performance by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council  

 1/2/2008 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Audit & Performance, 01/09/08, 1:00pm, 404 H 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/�
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 1/9/2008 HOUSE Favorable by Audit & Performance; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays; Now in Government 
Efficiency & Accountability Council 

  
HB 0063 Relating to Community Redevelopment Areas Scionti 

 
Community Redevelopment Areas: Authorizes counties & municipalities to use ad valorem 
tax revenues for law enforcement, fire rescue, or emergency medical services in 
community redevelopment areas. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 8/6/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 9/10/2007 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council  

 11/29/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on State Affairs by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council 

 Similar 

 SB 0360 Relating to Community Redevelopment Areas/Ad 
Valorem Taxes    

  
SB 0074 Relating to Documents Excise Taxes/State Housing Trust Fund Geller 

 
Documents Excise Taxes/State Housing Trust Fund [RPCC]; Removes a limitation on the 
amount of proceeds from excise taxes on documents which may be deposited into the State 
Housing Trust Fund on or after a specified date, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/6/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations 

 Compare 

 SB 0080 Relating to Documents Excise Tax Distribution/State 
Housing TF    

 Identical 

 HB 0005 Relating to Distribution of Proceeds from Excise Taxes 
on Documents    

  
HB 0079 Relating to Advisory Committee on State Procurement Anderson 

 

Advisory Committee on State Procurement: Establishes Advisory Committee on State 
Procurement for purpose of evaluating state procurement process & carrying out legislative 
policy created under act; provides policy of Legislature with respect to procurement of 
goods, services, & facilities by state; provides for membership, organization, powers, 
duties, & reports of committee; requires state agency cooperation with committee; provides 
for termination of committee; provides appropriation. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 8/21/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 9/10/2007 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 11/29/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Audit & Performance by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council 

 Similar 
 SB 0216 Relating to State Procurement Advisory Committee    
  

SB 0080 Relating to Documents Excise Tax Distribution/State Housing 
TF Wilson 

 

Documents Excise Tax Distribution/State Housing TF [RPCC]; Revises provisions 
governing the distribution of a portion of the proceeds of the excise tax on documents to 
the State Housing Trust Fund. Provides for the annual appropriation of at least 90 percent 
of the tax proceeds distributed to the trust fund to provide affordable housing units and 
other purposes for which the trust fund was created, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/6/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations 

 Compare 
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 HB 0005 Relating to Distribution of Proceeds from Excise Taxes 
on Documents    

 SB 0074 Relating to Documents Excise Taxes/State Housing 
Trust Fund    

  
SB 0084 Relating to Outdoor Recreation/Local Govts. Project Grants Saunders (B) 

 

Outdoor Recreation/Local Govts. Project Grants [RPCC]; Increases up to three the number 
of grant applications a local government may submit to the Department of Environmental 
Protection under the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program. Increases up to 
four the number of active projects expending grant funds during any state fiscal year. 
Increases the maximum amount, not to exceed $500,000, of a project grant which may be 
awarded to a local government under the program, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon 
becoming law. 

 

 9/6/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
General Government Appropriations 

  
SB 0086 Relating to Sales Tax Exemption/Hurricane Preparedness Items Baker 

 

Sales Tax Exemption/Hurricane Preparedness Items [LPCC]; Provides an exemption from 
the sales and use tax for sales of certain tangible personal property related to hurricane 
preparedness from June 1, 2008, through June 12, 2008, with exceptions being made for 
sales within public lodging establishments, theme parks, entertainment complexes, or 
airports. APPROPRIATION: $289,100. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Military Affairs and Domestic Security; Finance and Tax; General 
Government Appropriations 

 1/23/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 01/25/08, 9:00 am, 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken)  

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 Similar 
 HB 0111 Relating to Hurricane Preparedness    
  
HB 0097 Relating to State Government Websites Scionti 

 

State Government Websites: Expands AEIT duties to include strategies for providing 
information on state Internet portal in English & Spanish by time certain & strategies & 
timeframes for phasing in deployment of information on state government websites in 
English & Spanish; requires information on state Internet portal & state government 
websites to be in English & Spanish by time certain. Effective Date: October 1, 2008. 

 

 8/30/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 9/17/2007 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 11/29/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Audit & Performance by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council 

  
SB 0106 Relating to FRS/Special Risk Class Credit Purchase Fasano 

 

FRS/Special Risk Class Credit Purchase [RPCC]; Authorizes law enforcement or 
correctional officers who have earned creditable service in the Regular Class of the FRS 
between July 1, 1978, and June 30, 1984, while attending a certified training academy or 
other certified training facility approved by the employer for certification, to purchase such 
service in order to upgrade prior service to Special Risk Class, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
07/01/2008. 

 

 9/6/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Operations; General Government 
Appropriations  

 Similar 
 HB 0379 Relating to Florida Retirement System    
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HB 0111 Relating to Hurricane Preparedness Nehr 

 

Hurricane Preparedness: Provides exemption from sales & use tax for sales of specified 
tangible personal property during June 1-12, 2008; provides exceptions for sales within 
public lodging establishments, theme parks, entertainment complexes, or airports; provides 
appropriation. Effective Date: Upon Becoming a Law.  

 

 1/23/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 01/25/08, 9:00 am, 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken)  

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council  

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 Similar 

 SB 0086 Relating to Sales Tax Exemption/Hurricane 
Preparedness Items    

  

HB 0147 Relating to Expedited Permitting Process for Economic 
Development Projects Schenck 

 

Expedited Permitting Process for Economic Development Projects: Designates act "Mike 
McHugh Act"; requires DEP & water management districts to adopt programs to expedite 
processing of permits for certain economic development projects; requires municipalities & 
counties to identify certain businesses by commission resolution; provides timeframe for 
permit application approval or denial. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 1/2/2008 HOUSE On committee agenda - Environmental Protection, 01/09/08, 8:00am, 404 H 
 1/9/2008 HOUSE Favorable by Environmental Protection; 4 Yeas, 2 Nays 
 1/22/2008 HOUSE Now in Environment & Natural Resources Council 
 Identical 

 SB 0402 Relating to Target Industry Businesses/Expedited 
Permitting    

  

HB 0179 Relating to Placement of Vessels in State or Federal Waters 
Seaward of the State to Form Artificial Reefs Holder 

 

Placement of Vessels in State or Federal Waters Seaward of the State to Form Artificial 
Reefs: Provides legislative findings with respect to state's artificial reef program; authorizes 
planning & development of statewide matching grant program to secure & place U.S. 
Maritime Administration & U.S. Navy decommissioned vessels in specified waters as 
artificial reefs; provides for administration of program by FWCC; provides for 
implementation of program subject to appropriations; provides objectives of program; 
provides for establishment of Florida Ships-2-Reefs Program by FWCC; provides purposes 
of program; specifies percentage of state matching grant; provides procedures & 
requirements with respect to program; authorizes FWCC to adopt rules; provides for 
reports; authorizes provision of funds under program contingent upon appropriation. 
Effective Date: Not Specified 

 

 10/16/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Conservation & State Lands by Environment & Natural
Resources Council 

 12/5/2007 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Conservation & State Lands, 12/12/07, 8:00 am, 216 C 

 12/12/2007 HOUSE Favorable by Conservation & State Lands; 8 Yeas, 0 Nays; Now in Environment 
& Natural Resources Council 

 Identical 
 SB 0432 Relating to Artificial Reefs/Placement of Vessels    
  
HB 0181 Relating to State and Local Government Spending Harrell 

 

State and Local Government Spending: Requires DOS to create & manage free website 
disclosing certain spending by state & local governmental entities under certain contracts; 
provides requirements concerning content of website; provides exemption for public 
records that are not subject to disclosure. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 
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 11/29/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Audit & Performance by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council 

 1/2/2008 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Audit & Performance, 01/09/08, 1:00pm, 404 H 

 1/9/2008 HOUSE Favorable with Amendment(s) by Audit & Performance; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays; Now in 
Government Efficiency & Accountability Council  

 Similar 

 SB 0392 Relating to State and Local Govt. Spending 
Disclosure/Website    

  
HB 0199 Relating to Desalination Technology Kelly 

 
Desalination Technology: Directs Secretary of Environmental Protection to coordinate with 
WMDs to conduct study of certain desalination technologies & provide report to Governor 
& Legislature. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 

 1/2/2008 HOUSE On committee agenda - Environmental Protection, 01/09/08, 8:00am, 404 H 
 1/9/2008 HOUSE Favorable by Environmental Protection; 7 Yeas, 0 Nays 
 1/22/2008 HOUSE Now in Environment & Natural Resources Council 
 Identical 
 SB 0708 Relating to Desalination Technology Study    
  
HB 0211 Relating to Special Districts Machek 

 
Special Districts: Authorizes special districts to purchase commodities & contractual 
services from purchasing agreements of other special districts, municipalities, or counties. 
Effective Date: upon becoming a law. 

 

 1/30/2008 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Urban & Local Affairs, 02/06/08, 1:00 pm, 306 H 
 2/6/2008 HOUSE Favorable by Urban & Local Affairs; 7 Yeas, 0 Nays 
 2/7/2008 HOUSE Now in Government Efficiency & Accountability Council  
  
SB 0216 Relating to State Procurement Advisory Committee Fasano 

 

State Procurement Advisory Committee [RPCC]; Establishes the Advisory Committee on 
State Procurement for the purpose of evaluating the entire state procurement process, and 
carrying out the policy of the Legislature. Provides that it is the policy of the Legislature to 
promote economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in the procurement of goods, services, and 
facilities by and for the executive branch of state government. Requires state agency 
cooperation with the committee, etc. APPROPRIATION: $4,000,000. EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/7/2007 SENATE Filed 
 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Governmental Operations; General Government Appropriations 
 Similar 
 HB 0079 Relating to Advisory Committee on State Procurement    
  

HB 0221 Relating to Protection of Florida Coastline Against Oil and Gas 
Drilling Richter 

 
Protection of Florida Coastline Against Oil and Gas Drilling: Urges U.S. Congress to stand 
strong & united against any attempt to allow oil or gas drilling along Florida's coastline. 
Effective Date: Not Specified 

 

 11/1/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 12/12/2007 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Rules & Calendar 
Council 

 12/13/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Energy by Environment & Natural Resources Council 
 Similar 
 SB 0426 Relating to Oil and Gas Drilling/Florida Coastline    
  
HB 0229 Relating to Tax Credits for Renewable Energy Technologies Sachs 

 
Tax Credits for Renewable Energy Technologies: Revises provisions of renewable energy 
source exemption; excludes assessed value of specified real property for purposes of 
determining such exemption; redefines term "ethanol" for purposes of sales tax exemption 
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provided for renewable energy technologies; specifies eligible items as limited to one 
refund; requires purchaser who receives refund to notify subsequent purchaser of such 
refund; provides for transferability of renewable energy technologies investment tax credit; 
provides that taxpayer's use of specified credits does not prohibit use of other authorized 
credits. Effective Date: July 1, 2008. 

 11/2/2007 HOUSE Filed 
 12/12/2007 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Policy & Budget Council
 12/13/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Energy by Environment & Natural Resources Council 
 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
 Similar 
 SB 0314 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies Tax Credits    
  
HB 0245 Relating to My Safe Florida Home Program Sands 

 
My Safe Florida Home Program: Provides that specified applicants for program grants 
need not comply with specified earlier eligibility requirements. Effective Date: July 1, 
2008. 

 

 11/8/2007 HOUSE Filed 
 12/12/2007 HOUSE Referred to Jobs & Entrepreneurship Council; Policy & Budget Council 
 Identical 

 SB 0644 Relating to My Safe Florida Home Program/Grant 
Eligibility    

  
HB 0301 Relating to Recycling Long 

 
Recycling: Requires organizations, associations, businesses, & institutions operating in 
state & receiving state funds, & public airports in state, to collect certain recyclable 
products & materials & offer them for recycling. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 11/27/2007 HOUSE Filed 
 12/12/2007 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council 

 12/13/2007 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Environmental Protection by Environment & Natural 
Resources Council 

 Identical 
 SB 0692 Relating to Recycling    
  
SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation Constantine 

 

Energy Conservation [RPCC]; Revises provisions authorizing the use of solar collectors 
and includes condominiums in such provisions. Revises provisions relating to rebates 
provided under the Solar Energy System Incentives Program. Revises provisions relating to 
the renewable energy source property tax exemption, the sales tax exemption on 
equipment, machinery, and other materials for renewable energy technologies, and the 
renewable energy production tax credit, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 
11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 

Public Utilities; Governmental Operations; Finance and Tax; General Government 
Appropriations 

 Compare 

 HB 0229 Relating to Tax Credits for Renewable Energy 
Technologies    

 SB 0310 Relating to Biomass Energy Production    
 SB 0312 Relating to Sustainable Standards for State Buildings    
 SB 0314 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies Tax Credits    

 SB 0316 Relating to Biodiesel and Ethanol Fuels/State Fleet 
Usage    

 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
 SB 0420 Relating to State Purchasing/Hybrid Vehicles    
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 SB 0434 Relating to Energy-Efficient Motor Vehicle Sales Tax 
Refund    

 HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 0562 Relating to Educational Facilities/Building Standards    

 SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency    

  
SB 0310 Relating to Biomass Energy Production Constantine 

 

Biomass Energy Production [RPCC]; Establishes the Farm-to-Fuel Grants Program within 
the DOACS to provide matching grants for bioenergy projects. Allows grants for research, 
demonstration, or commercialization projects relating to the production of bioenergy or 
feedstocks used in bioenergy production. Requires the DOACS to consult with the DEP, 
the Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development, and other experts when 
evaluating applications, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 
Public Utilities; Agriculture; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
  
SB 0312 Relating to Sustainable Standards for State Buildings Constantine 

 

Sustainable Standards for State Buildings [RPCC]; Provides that buildings and equipment 
owned or leased by the state meet energy-efficiency and sustainable-materials standards. 
Requires specified state buildings to meet the United States Green Building Council 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design rating system or another nationally 
recognized, high-performance sustainable building rating system as approved by the 
Department of Management Services, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Governmental 
Operations; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
  
SB 0314 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies Tax Credits Constantine 

 

Renewable Energy Technologies Tax Credits [RPCC]; Revises provisions relating to the 
renewable energy source exemption for improved real property. Prohibits granting an 
exemption if a renewable energy source device is installed before July 1, 2008. Specifies 
that items identified by the Department of Environmental Protection as being eligible for a 
sales tax exemption on equipment, machinery, and other materials for renewable energy 
technologies are limited to only one refund, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 
Public Utilities; Finance and Tax; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
 Similar 

 HB 0229 Relating to Tax Credits for Renewable Energy 
Technologies    

  
HB 0315 Relating to Local Government Officers and Employees Meadows 

 Local Government Officers and Employees: Expands eligibility for participation in state 
group health insurance program & prescription drug coverage program to include all  
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counties, municipalities, & district school boards; specifies prerequisites & conditions for 
participation; provides minimum period of enrollment; requires that participating counties, 
municipalities, or school boards reimburse DMS for its costs, including administrative 
costs; prohibits counties, municipalities, or school boards from participating in state's plan 
allowing for pretax treatment of premium contributions. Effective Date: October 1, 2008 

 11/29/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 12/12/2007 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Urban & Local Affairs by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council 

 Identical 

 SB 0410 Relating to Health Insurance/Local Govt. Officers & 
Employees    

  
SB 0316 Relating to Biodiesel and Ethanol Fuels/State Fleet Usage Constantine 

 

Biodiesel and Ethanol Fuels/State Fleet Usage; Establishes standards for the purchase of 
biodiesel fuel for use in state-owned diesel vehicles and equipment and for the purchase of 
ethanol for use in state-owned flex-fuel vehicles. Provides that the Dept. of Management 
Services will provide administrative services and report to the Legislature the extent of 
biodiesel and ethanol use. Establishes standards for the purchase of biodiesel fuel by school 
district transportation services, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Governmental 
Operations; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
  
SB 0322 Relating to Political Subdivision/Officer & Employee Conduct Constantine 

 

Political Subdivision/Officer & Employee Conduct [LPCC]; Specifies standards of conduct 
for officers and employees of entities serving as the chief administrative officer of political 
subdivisions. Provides for penalties to be imposed against persons other than lobbyists or 
public officers and employers. Provides for the Commission on Ethics to report to the 
Governor violations involving persons other than lobbyists or public officers and 
employees, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Now in Governmental Operations 
 1/28/2008 SENATE On Committee agenda - Governmental Operations, 02/07/08, 9:00 am, 110 S 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Favorable with CS by Governmental Operations; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays; Committee 
Substitute (C1) Filed 

  
SB 0326 Relating to Vessels/Clean Ocean Act Constantine 

 

Vessels/Clean Ocean Act [RPCC]; Requires that owners or operators of certain vessels 
operating in coastal waters register with the Department of Environmental Regulation 
(DEP) prior to entering the marine waters of the state. Requires ports to establish 
procedures for the release of certain substances from vessels at port facilities and such 
procedures shall include a process for the verification of the contents released, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 9/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Military Affairs and 
Domestic Security; Regulated Industries; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 1094 Relating to Gambling Vessels/Clean Ocean Act    
  

SB 0360 Relating to Community Redevelopment Areas/Ad Valorem 
Taxes Fasano 

 Community Redevelopment Areas/Ad Valorem Taxes [RPCC]; Authorizes a county or  
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municipality to use ad valorem tax revenues to provide law enforcement, fire protection, or 
emergency medical services within a community redevelopment area, etc. EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 9/27/2007 SENATE Filed 
 11/28/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Finance and Tax 
 Similar 
 HB 0063 Relating to Community Redevelopment Areas    
  
SB 0378 Relating to Urban Revitalization Congress  Crist 

 

Urban Revitalization Congress [RPCC]; Creates the Urban Revitalization Congress within 
the Executive Office of the Governor to foster leadership and provide resources and 
support to economically energize the state's urban centers, etc. APPROPRIATION. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/1/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Commerce; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations 

  
HB 0379 Relating to Florida Retirement System Flores 

 

Florida Retirement System: Authorizes certain employees to purchase additional retirement 
credit in order to upgrade prior service to Special Risk Class service; provides for 
calculation of contributions for such service upgrade; authorizes employer to purchase 
additional credit for employee; provides statement of important state interest. Effective 
Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 12/13/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 1/3/2008 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on State Affairs by Government Efficiency & 
Accountability Council  

 Similar 
 SB 0106 Relating to FRS/Special Risk Class Credit Purchase    
  
HB 0387 Relating to Use of High-Occupancy-Vehicle Lanes Jenne 

 

Use of High-Occupancy-Vehicle Lanes: Requires certain vehicles driven in an HOV lane 
to comply with specified fuel economy standards; provides that eligibility of certain 
vehicles to operate in an HOV lane shall be determined in accordance with U.S. E.P.A. 
rule; authorizes DHSMV to limit or discontinue use of decals for vehicles authorized to use 
HOV lanes; provides for continued toll-free use of HOV lane facility when facility is 
redesignated as open tolling. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 12/18/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 1/10/2008 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Infrastructure by Economic Expansion & Infrastructure 
Council 

 Identical 
 SB 1102 Relating to High-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) Lanes    
  
SB 0392 Relating to State and Local Govt. Spending Disclosure/Website Storms 

 

State and Local Govt. Spending Disclosure/Website [RPCC]; Requires the Department of 
State to create and manage a website disclosing, on a quarterly basis, each expenditure with 
a total payment of $5,000 or more made on or after July 1, 2008, by a governmental entity 
to a person under a contract. Defines "contract," "expenditure," "governmental entity," and 
"person." Requires that the website also state the name of each party to a contract for which 
the website lists an expenditure, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/1/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Operations; Finance and Tax; 
Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations 
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 Similar 
 HB 0181 Relating to State and Local Government Spending    
  
HB 0399 Relating to Financial Management by Local Governments Grant 

 

Financial Management by Local Governments: Revises requirement that sheriff & clerk of 
court keep financial statements & books of accounts; provides that clerks of court are 
accountants of boards of county commissioners; defines clerk of court as county auditor; 
requires county auditors to prepare annual financial reports for counties; authorizes county 
auditors to perform audits & tests. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/30/2008 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Urban & Local Affairs, 02/06/08, 1:00 pm, 306 H 
 2/6/2008 HOUSE Favorable with 2 Amendments by Urban & Local Affairs; 8 Yeas, 0 Nays 
 2/7/2008 HOUSE Now in Government Efficiency & Accountability Council  
 Similar 
 SB 0640 Relating to Local Governments/Financial Management    
  
SB 0402 Relating to Target Industry Businesses/Expedited Permitting Fasano 

 

Target Industry Businesses/Expedited Permitting [RPCC]; Cites act as the "Mike McHugh 
Act." Requires the Department of Environmental Protection and water management 
districts to adopt programs to expedite the processing of wetland and environmental 
resource permits for economic development projects identified by city or county 
commission resolutions as having met the definition of a target industry business. Provides 
a timeframe for permit application approval or denial, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
07/01/2008. 

 

 10/2/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
Commerce; General Government Appropriations 

 Identical 

 HB 0147 Relating to Expedited Permitting Process for Economic 
Development Projects    

  
SB 0410 Relating to Health Insurance/Local Govt. Officers & Employees Justice 

 

Health Insurance/Local Govt. Officers & Employees [RPCC]; Expands eligibility for 
participation in the state group health insurance and the prescription drug coverage 
programs to include all counties, municipalities, and district school boards. Prohibits such 
entities from participating in the state's plan allowing for pretax treatment of premium 
contributions, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 10/01/2008. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Operations; General Government 
Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0315 Relating to Local Government Officers and Employees    
  
SB 0412 Relating to Energy Bennett 

 

Energy [RPCC]; Revises provisions relating to the renewable energy source property tax 
exemption, the sales tax exemption on equipment, machinery, and other materials for 
renewable energy technologies, and renewable energy production tax credit. Revises 
provisions relating to the renewable energy technologies investment tax credit and 
authorizes transferability of such credit. Requires the Fla. Alternative Energy Center to 
certify the sales tax exemption, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008 except as otherwise 
provided. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 
12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 

Public Utilities; Governmental Operations; Finance and Tax; General Government 
Appropriations 

 Compare 
 HB 0229 Relating to Tax Credits for Renewable Energy    
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Technologies 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0310 Relating to Biomass Energy Production    
 SB 0312 Relating to Sustainable Standards for State Buildings    
 SB 0314 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies Tax Credits    

 SB 0316 Relating to Biodiesel and Ethanol Fuels/State Fleet 
Usage    

 SB 0414 Relating to Alternative Energy Center/Incentive 
Program    

 HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency    

 HB 0557 Relating to Interconnection of Customer-owned 
Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering    

 SB 0562 Relating to Educational Facilities/Building Standards    

 SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 1382 Relating to Net Metering    

 SB 1432 Relating to Renewable Energy Generation and Net 
Metering    

  
SB 0414 Relating to Alternative Energy Center/Incentive Program Bennett 

 

Alternative Energy Center/Incentive Program [RPCC]; Creates the Florida Alternative 
Energy Center to promote alternative energy technologies, including alternative fuels and 
technologies for electrical power plants, electric motor vehicles, energy conservation, 
distributed generation, advanced transmission methods, and the control of pollution and 
greenhouse gases, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; Commerce; Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations

 Compare 
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    
 Linked 

 SB 0416 Relating to Florida Alternative Energy Center Trust 
Fund    

 SB 0418 Relating to Pub. Rec./Florida Alternative Energy Center    
  
SB 0416 Relating to Florida Alternative Energy Center Trust Fund Bennett 

 

Florida Alternative Energy Center Trust Fund [RPCC]; Creates the Florida Alternative 
Energy Trust Fund within the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development. 
Provides that the purpose of the trust fund is to provide funding for the Florida Alternative 
Energy Center. Provides for future review and termination or re-creation of the fund, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Contingent. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; Commerce; Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations

 Linked 

 SB 0414 Relating to Alternative Energy Center/Incentive 
Program    

  
SB 0418 Relating to Pub. Rec./Florida Alternative Energy Center Bennett 

 

Pub. Rec./Florida Alternative Energy Center [RPCC]; Creates an exemption from public 
records and public meetings requirements for certain information held by the Florida 
Alternative Energy Center. Provides a statement of public necessity exempting from public 
disclosure information relating to recruiting, proprietary business information, research 
information, and donor identification. Provides for future legislative review and repeal 
under the Open Government Sunset Review Act, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Contingent. 
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 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; Commerce; Governmental Operations; Rules 

 Linked 

 SB 0414 Relating to Alternative Energy Center/Incentive 
Program    

  
SB 0420 Relating to State Purchasing/Hybrid Vehicles Deutch 

 

State Purchasing/Hybrid Vehicles [RPCC]; Requires state agencies and certain local 
governments to purchase hybrid, flex-fuel, or biodiesel vehicles if such vehicles are 
available. Requires the Department of Management Services to adopt rules establishing 
criteria for the purchase of such vehicles, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
Governmental Operations; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
  
SB 0426 Relating to Oil and Gas Drilling/Florida Coastline Bennett 

 
Oil and Gas Drilling/Florida Coastline [RPCC]; Urges the Congress of the United States to 
stand strong and united against any attempt to allow oil or gas drilling along Florida's 
coastline, etc. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 
 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation 
 Similar 

 HB 0221 Relating to Protection of Florida Coastline Against Oil 
and Gas Drilling    

  
SB 0428 Relating to Regional Workforce Board/One-stop Operator Bennett 

 

Regional Workforce Board/One-stop Operator [EPCC]; Authorizes the designation of a 
regional workforce board as a one-stop operator and direct provider of intake, assessment, 
eligibility determinations or other direct provider services except training services. 
Provides that such designation is subject to the approval by the Governor and the regional 
designated chief elected official, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations 

  
HB 0431 Relating to Affordable Housing Fitzgerald 

 

Affordable Housing: Revises provisions providing for assessment of property receiving 
low-income housing tax credit; provides for assessment of structural improvements on land 
owned by community land trust & used to provide affordable housing; provides for 
conveyance of structural improvements subject to specified conditions; specifies criteria to 
be used in arriving at just valuation of structural improvements. Effective Date: July 1, 
2008 

 

 12/21/2007 HOUSE Filed 

 1/10/2008 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council; Policy & Budget 
Council  

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council  

 Identical 
 SB 0796 Relating to Affordable Housing    
  
SB 0432 Relating to Artificial Reefs/Placement of Vessels Bennett 

 Artificial Reefs/Placement of Vessels [RPCC]; Authorizes the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) to plan, establish, and administer the Florida Ships-2-  
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Reefs Program, a statewide matching grant program, for the securing and placing of United 
States Maritime Administration and United States Navy decommissioned vessels in state or 
federal waters seaward of the state to serve as artificial reefs, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
Upon becoming law. 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
General Government Appropriations 

 Identical 

 HB 0179 Relating to Placement of Vessels in State or Federal 
Waters Seaward of the State to Form Artificial Reefs    

  
SB 0434 Relating to Energy-Efficient Motor Vehicle Sales Tax Refund Margolis 

 

Energy-Efficient Motor Vehicle Sales Tax Refund [RPCC]; Provides that any person who 
purchases an alternative motor vehicle from a sales tax dealer is eligible for a refund of the 
sales tax paid if the vehicle is certified as a new qualified vehicle by the IRS for the income 
tax credit for alternative motor vehicles. Provides that the total dollar amount of refunds is 
limited to the total amount of appropriations in any fiscal year, etc. APPROPRIATION. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 
Public Utilities; Finance and Tax; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
  
HB 0445 Relating to Intergovernmental Cooperation Proctor 

 

Intergovernmental Cooperation: Authorizes parties to interlocal agreement to provide for 
use or maintenance of facilities or equipment; authorizes district school boards to perform 
certain functions by means of interlocal agreement; provides for use of school buses for 
additional public purposes. Effective Date: upon becoming a law 

 

 1/3/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 1/21/2008 HOUSE Referred to Schools & Learning Council 
 Identical 
 SB 1070 Relating to Intergovernmental Cooperation     
  

HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency Hukill 

 

Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy Efficiency: Designates act "Florida Net 
Metering Incentive Act"; establishes Net Metering Incentive Program; directs PSC to 
require electric utilities to develop net metering programs; provides for customer to receive 
credit for electricity generated by renewable energy systems owned by customer; provides 
eligibility criteria; authorizes PSC & DEP to adopt rules; specifies period during which sale 
of energy-efficient product is exempt from tax on sales, use, & other transactions; provides 
definition; provides exceptions; provides for DOR to adopt rules. Effective Date: upon 
becoming a law 

 

 1/23/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 01/25/08, 9:00 am, 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken)  

 1/25/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Energy by Environment & Natural Resources Council  

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    

 HB 0557 Relating to Interconnection of Customer-owned 
Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering    

 SB 1382 Relating to Net Metering    
 SB 1432 Relating to Renewable Energy Generation and Net    

http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�
http://reports.lobbytools.com/cgi-bin/build_bill_reports.pl?id=17829&aid=1361�


Page 14 of 32 
 

Metering 
 Similar 

 SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency    

  
SB 0474 Relating to Growth Management Garcia 

 Growth Management [RPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
growth management. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 10/8/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic Development 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0476 Relating to Growth Management Garcia 

 Growth Management [RPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
growth management. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 10/8/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic Development 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0478 Relating to the Department of Community Affairs Garcia 

 
Department of Community Affairs [RPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws 
relating to the Department of Community Affairs. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming 
law. 

 

 10/8/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Operations; Transportation and 
Economic Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0480 Relating to Department of Community Affairs  Garcia 

 
Department of Community Affairs [RPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws 
relating to the Department of Community Affairs. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming 
law. 

 

 10/8/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Operations; Transportation and 
Economic Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0482 Relating to Affordable Housing Garcia 

 Affordable Housing [RPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
affordable housing. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 10/8/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic Development 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0484 Relating to Affordable Housing Garcia 

 Affordable Housing [RPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
affordable housing. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 10/8/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic Development 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
HB 0527 Relating to Brownfield Site Redevelopment Williams 

 

Brownfield Site Redevelopment: Expands eligibility for site rehabilitation tax credits; 
provides for application to brownfield site redevelopment solid waste removal costs; 
provides for application to construction & operation of new health care facilities or health 
care providers in brownfield sites; revises provisions providing partial tax credits for 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites & brownfield sites; provides criteria for claiming costs 
for solid waste removal; revises criteria & requirements for granting site rehabilitation 
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removal tax credits; provides additional limitations on tax credit awards for site 
rehabilitation costs & solid waste removal costs; revises brownfield site redevelopment 
program administration process; revises local government proposal requirements; revises 
requirements for brownfield site redevelopment agreements; deletes brownfield site 
rehabilitation contractor certification requirements & requirement that specified 
professionals carry professional liability insurance; authorizes local governments to 
evaluate benefits & effects of brownfield site redevelopment & rehabilitation; provides for 
limited application of Brownfield Areas Loan Guarantee Program grants to construction & 
operation of new health care facilities & health care providers; expands membership of 
Brownfield Areas Loan Guarantee Council. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 1/14/2008 HOUSE Filed 

 
1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Policy & Budget Council; 

Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Impact Conference; 
01/25/08, 9:00 am, 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken)  

 1/25/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Environmental Protection by Environment & Natural 
Resources Council 

  
SB 0542 Relating to Land Acquisition/Florida Forever Trust Fund Saunders (B) 

 
Land Acquisition/Florida Forever Trust Fund [RPCC]; Eliminates obsolete provisions 
relating to the distribution of funds in the Florida Forever Trust Fund to the South Florida 
Water Management District, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 10/18/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
HB 0547 Relating to Water Pollution Control Kreegel 

 

Water Pollution Control: Provides requirements for basin management action plans; allows 
such plans to take into account benefits of pollutant load reduction achieved by point or 
nonpoint sources; requires that DEP adopt such plan or amendment thereto by secretarial 
order pursuant to state law; provides that provisions of department's rule relating to 
equitable abatement of pollutants into surface waters may not be applied to water bodies or 
water body segments for which certain basin management plan has been adopted; 
authorizes water quality protection programs to include trading of water quality credits; 
specifies basins within which trading of water quality credits shall be authorized; requires 
that department provide Legislature with annual report regarding status of trading program; 
authorizes department to revise water pollution operation permit under certain 
circumstances; authorizes department to revise, renew, issue, or reissue such permit if 
water quality credit trade that meets requirements of total maximum daily load allocation 
has been approved in final order issued pursuant to state law; requires that revised permits 
be accompanied by order establishing schedule for achieving compliance with all permit 
conditions. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/15/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Policy & Budget Council

 1/25/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Environmental Protection by Environment & Natural 
Resources Council 

 Identical 
 SB 1208 Relating to Water Pollution Control    
  
SB 0548 Relating to Sales Tax Exemption/Water-efficient Products Aronberg 

 

Sales Tax Exemption/Water-efficient Products [RPCC]; Specifies a period during which 
the sale of a water-efficient product for noncommercial home or personal use, and having a 
certain selling price, is exempt from the tax on sales, use, and other transactions. Provides 
that the exemption does not apply to such a product when purchased for trade, business, or 
resale, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/23/2007 SENATE Filed 
 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Finance and Tax; 
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General Government Appropriations 
  
HB 0553 Relating to Local Government Infrastructure Surtax Heller 

 
Local Government Infrastructure Surtax: Redefines term "infrastructure" to allow proceeds 
of local government infrastructure surtax to be used to purchase land for construction of 
affordable or workforce housing units. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council 

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 Identical 

 SB 0986 Relating to Local Government Infrastructure 
Surtax/Housing    

  

HB 0557 Relating to Interconnection of Customer-owned Renewable 
Energy Generation and Net Metering Fitzgerald 

 

Interconnection of Customer-owned Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering: 
Requires electric utilities to develop standard interconnection agreements for customer-
owned renewable energy generation; requires electric utilities to provide net metering; 
specifies requirements. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/16/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Policy & Budget Council
 1/25/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Energy by Environment & Natural Resources Council  
 Compare 
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    

 HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 1382 Relating to Net Metering    
 Identical 

 SB 1432 Relating to Renewable Energy Generation and Net 
Metering    

  
SB 0560 Relating to Energy Efficiency in Building Construction Constantine 

 

Energy Efficiency in Building Construction [RPCC]; Provides discretionary power to the 
Florida Building Commission to implement recommendations regarding cost-effective, 
energy-efficiency standards for construction of all new residential, commercial, and 
governmental buildings by amending the Florida Efficiency Code for Building 
Construction, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 10/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Regulated Industries; Environmental 
Preservation and Conservation; Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations

  
HB 0561 Relating to Affordable Senior Housing Vana 

 
Affordable Senior Housing: Authorizes local governments to include affordable senior 
housing element in comprehensive plans; specifies element requirements. Effective Date: 
July 1, 2008 

 

 1/16/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council 

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council  

  
HB 0567 Relating to Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems Poppell 
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Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems: Provides that member of local 
government who is knowledgeable about domestic wastewater treatment be added to 
research review & advisory committee & technical review & advisory panel established by 
DOH for purposes of onsite sewage treatment & disposal system regulation. Effective 
Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/16/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 1/23/2008 HOUSE Referred to Healthcare Council  
 1/28/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Health Quality by Healthcare Council 
 Identical 

 SB 1318 Relating to Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal 
Systems    

  
SB 0570 Relating to Wekiva Onsite Sewage Treatment Grant Program Constantine 

 

Wekiva Onsite Sewage Treatment Grant Program [SPCC]; Creates the Wekiva Onsite 
Sewage Treatment and Disposal System Compliance Grant Program in the Department of 
Health. Authorizes low-income property owners in certain areas of the Wekiva basin to 
apply for grants to improve onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems. Provides grant 
limitations and for the grant to be a rebate of costs incurred, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
Upon becoming law. 

 

 10/25/2007 SENATE Filed 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Referred to Health Regulation; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 
Health and Human Services Appropriations 

  
HB 0621 Relating to Satellite Enterprise Zones Galvano 

 
Satellite Enterprise Zones: Authorizes specified municipalities to designate satellite 
enterprise zones; provides responsibilities of OTTED; provides for nonapplication of 
specified requirements to satellite enterprise zones. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council  

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 2/5/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/08/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

  
HB 0635 Relating to Water Management Needelman 

 

Water Management: Provides that operation & maintenance of intracoastal waterway & 
other public navigation channels by inland navigation districts is in public interest; 
authorizes districts to work with nonmember counties on addressing impacts of 
development projects; removes requirement for DEP to adopt procedural rules for dredge 
& fill projects; revises provisions for maintenance dredging; removes exemption for certain 
irrigation & drainage ditch projects; authorizes DEP to develop & maintain list of 
flocculants use of which is permitted under pt. IV, ch. 373, F.S., relating to management & 
storage of surface waters; repeals provision relating to responsibility of inland navigation 
districts for posting & maintaining regulatory markers for manatee protection speed zones. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/22/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 1/28/2008 HOUSE Referred to Environment & Natural Resources Council; Policy & Budget Council 

 2/7/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Environmental Protection by Environment & Natural 
Resources Council  

 Similar 
 SB 0758 Relating to Inland Navigation Districts    
  
SB 0640 Relating to Local Governments/Financial Management Oelrich 

 
Local Governments/Financial Management [RPCC]; Clarifies a requirement that the sheriff 
and the clerk of the circuit court keep financial statements and books of accounts in 
accordance with Local Financial Management and Reporting law. Provides that the clerk of 
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the circuit court is the accountant of the board of county commissioners and the county 
auditor, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 11/16/2007 SENATE Filed 
 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Judiciary 
 Similar 

 HB 0399 Relating to Financial Management by Local 
Governments    

  
SB 0644 Relating to My Safe Florida Home Program/Grant Eligibility Justice 

 

My Safe Florida Home Program/Grant Eligibility [EPCC]; Provides that persons who filed 
an application for hurricane mitigation inspections prior to May 1, 2007, are eligible for a 
grant under the My Safe Florida Home Program. Provides that eligibility for such grant 
requires the persons' residential property to be granted a homestead exemption, to be a 
dwelling that has an insured value of $500,000 or less, and to have undergone an 
acceptable wind certification and hurricane mitigation inspection, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
07/01/2008. 

 

 11/16/2007 SENATE Filed 
 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Banking and Insurance; General Government Appropriations 
 Identical 
 HB 0245 Relating to My Safe Florida Home Program    
  
SB 0660 Relating to Seagrass Beds/Protection and Restoration Bennett 

 

Seagrass Beds/Protection and Restoration [RPCC]; Creates a pilot program for the 
restoration of seagrass beds within Brevard, Lee, Manatee, Monroe, or Pinellas counties or 
the natural resources that depend on the health and productivity of the seagrass beds. 
Requires that damages recovered for injury to, and the destruction of, seagrass beds in 
specified counties and the related natural resources be deposited into the Ecosystem 
Management and Restoration Trust Fund, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008 except as 
otherwise provided. 

 

 11/16/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
General Government Appropriations 

  
SB 0692 Relating to Recycling Jones 

 

Recycling [RPCC]; Requires each organization, association, business, and institution 
operating in the state and receiving state funds, and each public airport, to collect 
aluminum beverage cans and recyclable plastic and glass from its place of business, or 
from the entities doing business at the airport, and to offer such materials for recycling, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 11/26/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Governmental 
Operations; Commerce; General Government Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0301 Relating to Recycling    
  
HB 0699 Relating to Affordable Housing Aubuchon 

 

Affordable Housing: Removes provision requiring FHFC to transfer certain funds to 
General Revenue Fund; revises definitions; revises frequency with which local housing 
distributions are to be made by corporation; revises calculations used to determine 
guaranteed distribution amounts; provides & revises powers & duties of corporation; 
provides requirements for counties & eligible municipalities; provides requirements for 
local housing assistance plans; increases threshold amount used to determine which 
counties & municipalities may use specified percentage of program income for 
administrative costs; requires corporation to provide training for certain purposes; revises 
membership criteria for affordable housing advisory committees; revises notice 
requirements for public hearings of advisory committee; requires committees final report, 
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evaluation, & recommendations to be submitted to corporation; repeals provision relating 
to state administration of remaining local housing distribution funds. Effective Date: July 
1, 2008 

 1/22/2008 HOUSE Filed 

 1/28/2008 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 1/29/2008 HOUSE Referred to Committee on Economic Development by Economic Expansion & 
Infrastructure Council 

  
SB 0704 Relating to Open Government Act/Administrative Procedures Bennett 

 

Open Government Act/Administrative Procedures [RPCC]; Revises the guidelines for the 
construction of statutory language granting rulemaking authority. Provides additional 
procedures for rule-adoption hearings. Authorizes the Administrative Procedures 
Committee to request from an agency information to examine unadopted agency 
statements. Requires that certain proceedings be terminated & subsequently reinstated 
under different provisions of law if a disputed issue of material fact arises, etc. 
APPROPRIATION: $345,000. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008 except as otherwise 
provided. 

 

 1/15/2008 SENATE On Committee agenda - Governmental Operations, 01/24/08, 9:00 am, 110 S  
 1/24/2008 SENATE Favorable by Governmental Operations; 5 Yeas, 0 Nays 
 1/25/2008 SENATE Now in Judiciary  
  
SB 0708 Relating to Desalination Technology Study Saunders (B) 

 
Desalination Technology Study [RPCC]; Directs the Secretary of Environmental Protection 
to coordinate with the water management districts to conduct a study examining all current 
and available desalination technologies, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 12/3/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0199 Relating to Desalination Technology    
  
HB 0713 Relating to Housing Authorities Taylor 

 

Housing Authorities: Revises finding & declaration of necessity to provide that 
development & implementation of mandatory family self-sufficiency programs is purpose 
for which public money may be spent & private property acquired & is governmental 
function of public concern; requires housing authorities to develop family self-sufficiency 
programs; provides program objectives & requirements; authorizes housing authority to 
apply to DCA for funding under certain conditions; provides application requirements for 
funding; revises appointment & qualification requirements for housing authority 
commissioners. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/23/2008 HOUSE Filed 

 2/6/2008 HOUSE Referred to Economic Expansion & Infrastructure Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

  
HB 0715 Relating to Local Government Revenue Sources Flores 

 

Local Government Revenue Sources: Requires super majority vote for actions by local 
government to levy new, increase existing, expand base or area subject to, or eliminate 
exemption from taxes, special assessments, non-ad valorem assessments, or impact fees; 
requires super majority vote of electors voting in referenda on laws taking same actions; 
providies exception for emergencies; provides for nonapplication to specified other revenue
sources. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/23/2008 HOUSE Filed 

 2/6/2008 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 
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HB 0723 Relating to Hillsborough County Ambler 

 

Hillsborough County: Revises membership of Hillsborough County Environmental 
Protection Commission; provides for termination of current membership & appointment of 
new & alternate membership & terms of office; revises legislative intent; provides 
definition; revises membership of Hillsborough County City-County Planning 
Commission; revises membership of Tampa Sports Authority. Effective Date: July 1, 2009 

 

 1/23/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 2/6/2008 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council 
  
SB 0730 Relating to Class I Landfills/Permits Crist 

 

Class I Landfills/Permits [RPCC]; Prohibits the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) from issuing a permit for construction of a new Class I landfill or expansion of an 
existing Class I landfill within 1 mile of specified surface waters. Requires the DEP to 
consider whether any surface waters flow in a direction that allows the new or expanded 
landfill to directly contaminate such surface waters before approval of an application to 
construct or expand a Class I landfill, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 12/5/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations 

  
HB 0735 Relating to Affordable Housing Property Tax Exemptions Fitzgerald 

 

Affordable Housing Property Tax Exemptions: Provides additional criteria for determining 
whether affordable housing property owned by exempt organizations is exempt from ad 
valorem taxation; specifies criteria & requirements for revoking affordable housing 
property exemption; subjects organizations owning specified property to ad valorem 
taxation under specified circumstances; provides for tax liens; provides for penalties & 
interest; provides notice requirements. Effective Date: upon becoming a law 

 

 1/24/2008 HOUSE Filed 

 2/5/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/08/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 2/6/2008 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 Identical 
 SB 1490 Relating to Property Tax Exemption/Affordable Housing    
  
HB 0747 Relating to Charter County Transit System Surtax Ross 

 
Charter County Transit System Surtax: Renames surtax as Charter County Transportation 
System Surtax; expands eligibility to levy surtax to all charter counties. Effective Date: 
July 1, 2008 

 

 1/24/2008 HOUSE Filed 

 2/6/2008 HOUSE Referred to Government Efficiency & Accountability Council; Policy & Budget 
Council 

 Identical 
 SB 1626 Relating to Charter County Transit System Surtax    
  
SB 0758 Relating to Inland Navigation Districts Bennett 

 

Inland Navigation Districts [RPCC]; Provides that inland navigation districts may aid and 
cooperate with nonmember counties that contain any part of the intracoastal waterway 
within their boundaries and with navigation districts in planning and carrying out specified 
activities including, but not limited to, public navigation, local and regional anchorage 
management, and beach renourishment, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 12/12/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/9/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Commerce; General 
Government Appropriations 

 Similar 
 HB 0635 Relating to Water Management    
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SB 0774 Relating to Transportation Baker 

 Transportation; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to transportation. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 12/13/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0776 Relating to Transportation Baker 

 Transportation; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to transportation. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 12/13/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0778 Relating to Department of Transportation Baker 

 Department of Transportation; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to the 
Department of Transportation. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 12/13/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Governmental Operations; Transportation and 
Economic Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
HB 0795 Relating to Special Districts Kriseman 

 

Special Districts: Declares it state policy to codify charter of each independent & 
dependent special district every 10 years; requires each governmental entity that creates 
district to be responsible for subsequent examination of charter; provides criteria for 
determining district performance; requires that Legislature dispose of assets of district it 
abolishes & assign district's powers & duties; requires that DCA confirm any 
recommendation by local governmental entity to abolish district; requires that assets, 
powers, & duties of district be transferred to county or counties in which district operates; 
requires each district to pay costs of conducting subsequent examination; requires that 
examination be conducted by outside auditor in certain circumstances; provides schedule of 
codifications; provides procedures with respect to newly created districts, districts that 
appear in more than one function classification, & districts codification of which was 
omitted; provides liability of district officer or board member when audit shows that officer 
or member is responsible for financial loss by district through misfeasance, malfeasance, or 
nonfeasance; provides that district has cause of action against officer or member for 
recovery of its loss. Effective Date: July 1, 2008 

 

 1/31/2008 HOUSE Filed 
 Identical 
 SB 1210 Relating to Special Districts/Charter Codification     
  
SB 0796 Relating to Affordable Housing Bennett 

 

Affordable Housing [RPCC]; Defines "community land trust" as a nonprofit, qualified 
charitable entity that has as one of its purposes the acquisition of land to be held in 
perpetuity for the primary purpose of providing affordable housing ownership. Provides for 
the assessment of structural improvements on land owned by a community land trust and 
used to provide affordable housing, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 12/13/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Finance and Tax; General Government 
Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0431 Relating to Affordable Housing    
  

HB 0865 Relating to Soil and Water Conservation Districts and 
Watershed Improvement Districts Gibbons 
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Soil and Water Conservation Districts and Watershed Improvement Districts: Revises 
eligibility requirements to vote in referendum on creation or discontinuance of soil & water 
conservation district & on creation of watershed improvement district. Effective Date: July 
1, 2008 

 

 2/7/2008 HOUSE Filed 
  
HB 0877 Relating to Working Waterfront Real Property Needelman 

 

Working Waterfront Real Property: Authorizes owners of working waterfront real property 
to convey development rights to such property to county or municipality; authorizes 
counties or municipalities to enter into agreements with owners of working waterfront real 
property to acquire development rights to such property for specified consideration & for 
specifed periods; provides for renewals; authorizes owners to opt out of conveyance, 
subject to specified payment; provides for assessing such property; requires specified 
counties or municipalities to include within local government comprehensive plans 
provisions to protect working waterfront property; provides duties of property appraisers. 
Effective Date: upon becoming a law 

 

 2/7/2008 HOUSE Filed 
  
HB 0881 Relating to Property Rights Precourt 

 

Property Rights: Revises Bert J. Harris, Jr., Private Property Rights Protection Act; revises 
definition of "inordinate burden" or "inordinately burdened"; shortens notice period for 
certain actions; provides for state land planning agency to receive notice of claims; revises 
procedures for determining governmental entity's final decision identifying allowable uses 
for property; extends period of time for bringing an action; provides that enactment of law 
or adoption of regulation does not constitute applying law or regulation; provides for 
waiver of sovereign immunity for liability; provides for prospective application. 

 

 2/8/2008 HOUSE Filed 
  
SB 0904 Relating to Public Records and Meetings Exemptions Dawson 

 
Public Records and Meetings Exemptions [SPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise 
laws relating to exemption from requirements for public records and meetings. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 12/26/2007 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Health Policy; Governmental Operations; Health and Human 
Services Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0928 Relating to Economic Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Economic Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
economic development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0930 Relating to Economic Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Economic Development; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
economic development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0932 Relating to Economic Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Economic Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
economic development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 
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SB 0934 Relating to Economic Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Economic Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
economic development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0936 Relating to Economic Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Economic Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
economic development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0938 Relating to Workforce Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Workforce Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
workforce development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Higher Education; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0940 Relating to the Agency for Workforce Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 
Agency for Workforce Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise 
laws relating to the Agency for Workforce Development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon 
becoming law. 

 

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Governmental Operations; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0942 Relating to Workforce Development Diaz de la Portilla 

 Workforce Development [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
workforce development. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Higher Education; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations; Rules 

  

SB 0948 Relating to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services Diaz de la Portilla 

 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent 
to revise laws relating to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Governmental Operations; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  

SB 0950 Relating to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services Diaz de la Portilla 

 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent 
to revise laws relating to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Governmental Operations; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0952 Relating to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Diaz de la Portilla 
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Services 

 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services [EPCC]; Expresses the legislative intent 
to revise laws relating to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/3/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Governmental Operations; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 0986 Relating to Local Government Infrastructure Surtax/Housing Jones 

 

Local Government Infrastructure Surtax/Housing [RPCC]; Redefines "infrastructure" to 
allow the proceeds of a local government infrastructure surtax to be used to purchase land 
for the construction of affordable or workforce housing units, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
07/01/2008. 

 

 1/7/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Finance and Tax; Transportation and Economic 
Development Appropriations 

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 Identical 
 HB 0553 Relating to Local Government Infrastructure Surtax    
  
SB 1020 Relating to Affordable Housing for Veterans Geller 

 

Affordable Housing for Veterans; Increases the amount of the documentary tax distributed 
to the State Housing Trust Fund. Provides that the increased amount is to be used to fund 
loans to veterans for affordable housing through the Florida Homeownership Assistance 
Program, etc. APPROPRIATION: $20,000,000. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/9/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Military Affairs and Domestic Security; Finance 
and Tax; Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations 

  
SB 1040 Relating to Electrical Power Plants Bennett 

 
Electrical Power Plants; Revises the thresholds and applicability standards of the Florida 
Electrical Power Plant Siting Act. Exempts an electrical generating facility that expands its 
capacity by 75 megawatts or less, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/10/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 
Public Utilities 

  
SB 1070 Relating to Intergovernmental Cooperation  King, Jr. 

 

Intergovernmental Cooperation [RPCC]; Permits parties of interlocal agreements to 
provide for the use or maintenance of facilities or equipment of another party on a cost-
reimbursement basis or on the basis of educational benefits received by the employees of a 
party or students of the public agency, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/10/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Education Pre-K - 12; Education Facilities 
Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0445 Relating to Intergovernmental Cooperation    
  
SB 1088 Relating to Emergency Management Powers Rich 

 
Emergency Management Powers [RPCC]; Requires the Division of Emergency 
Management to review and comment on developments of regional impact, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/11/2008 SENATE Filed 
 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Military Affairs and Domestic Security 
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SB 1094 Relating to Gambling Vessels/Clean Ocean Act Haridopolos 

 

Gambling Vessels/Clean Ocean Act [RPCC]; Requires that owners or operators of 
gambling vessels operating in coastal waters register with the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) prior to entering the coastal waters of the state. Requires 
waterfront-landing facilities to establish procedures for the release of waste from gambling 
vessels berthed at the facilities, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/11/2008 SENATE Filed 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Military Affairs and 
Domestic Security; Regulated Industries; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0326 Relating to Vessels/Clean Ocean Act    
  
SB 1102 Relating to High-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) Lanes Geller 

 

High-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) Lanes; Requires that all eligible hybrid and other low-
emission and energy-efficient vehicles using HOV lanes comply with the minimum fuel 
economy standards. Provides that the eligibility of these vehicles, regardless of occupancy, 
shall be determined in accordance with the applicable final rule issued by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. Provides for continued toll-free use of any HOV lane 
facility, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/14/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 
Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0387 Relating to Use of High-Occupancy-Vehicle Lanes    
  
SB 1122 Relating to Siting of Power Plants and Transmission Lines Saunders (B) 

 

Siting of Power Plants and Transmission Lines; Requires local governments or regional 
planning councils to provide notice of an informational meeting relating to the Florida 
Electric Power Plant Siting Act or the Florida Electric Transmission Line Siting Act to all 
parties not less than 15 days prior to such meeting, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/18/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 
Public Utilities; Community Affairs 

  

SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency Dockery 

 

Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy Efficiency; Cites this act as the "Florida Net 
Metering Incentive Act." Defines "net metering" as a process by which an electric utility 
credits a customer at the full retail rate for electricity produced by one or more renewable 
energy systems generating more electricity than the customer consumes. Establishes the 
Net Metering Incentive Program within the Department of Environmental Protection, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 

 1/23/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 01/25/08, 9:00 am, 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken)  

 1/30/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR`s Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/01/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Communications and 
Public Utilities; Finance and Tax; General Government Appropriations 

 Compare 
 SB 0308 Relating to Energy Conservation    
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    

 HB 0557 Relating to Interconnection of Customer-owned 
Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering    

 SB 1382 Relating to Net Metering    

 SB 1432 Relating to Renewable Energy Generation and Net 
Metering    
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 Similar 

 HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency    

  
SB 1180 Relating to Pasco County/Water-wastewater Utility System Fasano 

 

Pasco County/Water-wastewater Utility System; Requires the Department of 
Environmental Protection to distribute financial assistance to Pasco County for the purpose 
of acquiring Aloha Utilities, Inc. Requires the county to issue bonds to fully fund the 
acquisition, etc. APPROPRIATION: $6,000,000. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/18/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
Communications and Public Utilities; General Government Appropriations 

 Identical 

 HB 0591 Relating to Acquisition of a Privately Owned Water-
Wastewater Utility System    

  
SB 1208 Relating to Water Pollution Control Gaetz 

 

Water Pollution Control; Revises provisions relating to total maximum daily loads. 
Provides requirements for basin management action plans. Allows such plans to take into 
account the benefits of pollutant load reduction achieved by point or nonpoint sources, 
where appropriate. Requires that the Department of Environmental Protection adopt all or 
part of any such plan, or any amendment thereto, by secretarial order as provided by state 
law, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 

 1/18/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
General Government Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0547 Relating to Water Pollution Control    
  
SB 1210 Relating to Special Districts/Charter Codification  Baker 

 

Special Districts/Charter Codification; Declares that it is the policy of the state to codify 
the charter of each independent and dependent special district every 10 years. Require each 
governmental entity that creates an independent or dependent special district to be 
responsible for the subsequent examination of the charter. Requires that the Legislature 
dispose of the assets of a special district it abolishes and assign the district's powers and 
duties, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental Operations; Finance and Tax; 
Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations 

 Identical 
 HB 0795 Relating to Special Districts    
  
SB 1212 Relating to Lake Jesup Restoration Constantine 

 

Lake Jesup Restoration [RPCC]; Requires the Department of Environmental Protection, the 
St. Johns River Water Management District, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC), and the City of Sanford to develop a plan for the removal of muck 
from the bottom of Lake Jesup in Seminole County as is contemplated in the FWC's project 
to restore aquatic habitats in Lake Jesup, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations 

  
SB 1214 Relating to Wekiva Parkway Protection Act Constantine 

 
Wekiva Parkway Protection Act [RPCC]; Requires all agencies and local governments 
having responsibilities under the Wekiva Parkway Protection Act to make an annual 
progress report to the Legislature on or before December 31, 2008, and therafter on or 
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before December 31 of each year, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  
 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 
 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs 
  
SB 1242 Relating to Environmental Permitting Jones 

 

Environmental Permitting; Requires the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to 
conduct a study and implement a plan to provide parity in salaries for permitting staff. 
Requires the DEP to develop a plan to implement the remaining phases of an e-permitting 
program relating to permit applications and compliance. Requires the DEP to submit such 
plans to the Legislature and the Legislative Committee on Intergovernmental Relations, 
etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Community Affairs; 
Governmental Operations; General Government Appropriations 

  
SB 1248 Relating to Energy Bennett 

 Energy; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to energy. EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; General Government Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1252 Relating to Electric Utilities Bennett 

 Electric Utilities; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to electric utilities. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1254 Relating to Energy Security Bennett 

 Energy Security; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to energy security. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; General Government Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1256 Relating to Telecommunications Bennett 

 Telecommunications; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to 
telecommunications. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1258 Relating to Electric Utilities Bennett 

 Electric Utilities; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to electric utilities. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1260 Relating to Water and Wastewater Bennett 

 Water and Wastewater; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to water and 
wastewater. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; General Government Appropriations; Rules 
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SB 1262 Relating to Energy Bennett 

 Energy; Expresses the legislative intent to revise laws relating to energy. EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Communications and Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation 
and Conservation; General Government Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1264 Relating to Handguns/Purchase and Delivery Bennett 

 
Handguns/Purchase and Delivery; Exempts a law enforcement officer purchasing a 
handgun from the mandatory 3-day waiting period running between the purchase of a 
handgun and the delivery at retail of a handgun, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/22/2008 SENATE Filed 
 2/7/2008 SENATE Withdrawn prior to introduction  
  
SB 1292 Relating to Land Acquisition/Florida Forever Trust Fund  Saunders (B) 

 
Land Acquisition/Florida Forever Trust Fund; Eliminates an obsolete provision relating to 
the distribution of funds in the Florida Forever Trust Fund to the South Florida Water 
Management District, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 

 1/23/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1294 Relating to Department of Environmental Protection Saunders (B) 

 
Department of Environmental Protection; Reenacts a specified provision under the Florida 
Government Accountability Act relating to the establishment of the Department of 
Environmental Protection, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/23/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Governmental 
Operations; General Government Appropriations 

  
SB 1296 Relating to Water Management Districts Saunders (B) 

 
Water Management Districts; Reenacts a specified provision under the Florida Government 
Accountability Act relating to the creation of the water management districts, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/23/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Governmental 
Operations; General Government Appropriations 

  
SB 1298 Relating to Submerged Lands/Surcharges Saunders (B) 

 Submerged Lands/Surcharges; Eliminates obsolete provisions relating to surcharges for the 
use of submerged lands, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 1/23/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1302 Relating to Maintenance Dredging/Division of Beaches & ShoresSaunders (B) 

 

Maintenance Dredging/Division of Beaches & Shores; Removes an obsolete reference to 
the Division of Beaches and Shores of the Department of Environmental Protection. 
Authorizes the department to determine that spoil from maintenance dredge operations may 
be placed into a beach or dune system, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law. 

 

 1/23/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; General Government 
Appropriations; Rules 

  
SB 1322 Relating to Economic Development/Local Option Tourist Dev. Siplin 



Page 29 of 32 
 

Tax 

 

Economic Development/Local Option Tourist Dev. Tax; Allows a county that levies the 
tax authorized under the Local Option Tourist Development Act to use the tax proceeds to 
participate with the state in an economic development project to attract to the county high-
technology industries including, but not limited to, information technology and 
communications, biotechnology, and bioinformation, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon 
becoming law. 

 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Referred to Commerce; Community Affairs; Finance and Tax; Transportation 
and Economic Development Appropriations 

  
SB 1348 Relating to Community Reinvestment Plans/Tax Credits Siplin 

 

Community Reinvestment Plans/Tax Credits; Authorizes a business to develop and 
implement a community reinvestment plan for tax credit purposes. Allows a credit against 
the corporate income tax to any business that meets each target set forth in its community 
reinvestment plan as certified by rule of the Financial Services Commission, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1362 Relating to Affordable Housing Preservation Fasano 

 

Affordable Housing Preservation ; Creates the Florida Housing Preservation Program. 
Directs the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to use state funds for loans and financing 
to preserve and rehabilitate affordable multifamily rental housing properties that are 15 
years old or older, and mobile home parks, for low-income, very-low-income, and 
extremely-low-income persons and families, etc. APPROPRIATION: $50,000,000. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 

 1/24/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1378 Relating to Private Property Rights Fasano 

 
Private Property Rights; Prohibits certain restrictions that prevent a property owner from 
flying a United States flag from a flagpole that does not exceed 20 feet in height, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/25/2008 SENATE Filed 
 Compare 
 SB 0090 Relating to United States Flag Display/Local Ordinances    
 HB 0857 Relating to Display of Flags    
  
SB 1382 Relating to Net Metering Bennett 

 

Net Metering; Creates the Florida Net Metering Conservation Act. Directs the Public 
Service Commission to develop rules requiring public utilities to develop net metering 
programs under which they make available to customers meters that measure both energy 
production and consumption by the customer, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming 
law.  

 

 1/25/2008 SENATE Filed 
 Compare 
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    

 HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency    

 HB 0557 Relating to Interconnection of Customer-owned 
Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering    

 SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 1432 Relating to Renewable Energy Generation and Net 
Metering    

  
SB 1432 Relating to Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering Justice 
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Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering; Provides for the promotion of the 
development of small customer-owned renewable energy generation, particularly through 
photovoltaic and wind systems. Diversifies the types of fuel used to generate electricity, 
minimizes the volatility of fuel costs, encourages investment in the state, improves 
environmental conditions, and, at the same time, minimizes costs of power supply to 
electric utilities and their customers, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/28/2008 SENATE Filed 
 Compare 
 SB 0412 Relating to Energy    

 HB 0457 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies and Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 1178 Relating to Renewable Energy Technologies & Energy 
Efficiency    

 SB 1382 Relating to Net Metering    
 Identical 

 HB 0557 Relating to Interconnection of Customer-owned 
Renewable Energy Generation and Net Metering    

  
SB 1444 Relating to Fla. Forever Water Management District Work PlanSaunders (B) 

 

Fla. Forever Water Management District Work Plan; Eliminates an obsolete requirement 
for an initial 5-year work plan from each water management district pertaining to the 
Florida Forever Water Management District Work Plan, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon 
becoming law. 

 

 1/29/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1482 Relating to Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems Geller 

 

Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems; Provides legislative intent to research and 
find cost-effective methods for reducing nitrogen levels in the state's springs and to expand 
research in the Wekiva Springs Basin, etc. APPROPRIATION: $5,000,000. EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/31/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1490 Relating to Property Tax Exemption/Affordable Housing Bennett 

 

Property Tax Exemptions/Affordable Housing ; Provides additional criteria for determining 
whether certain affordable housing property owned by certain exempt organizations is 
entitled to an exemption. Specifies criteria and requirements for revoking the affordable 
housing property exemption, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 

 2/1/2008 SENATE Filed 

 2/5/2008 ----- Bill to Be Discussed During the Office of the EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact 
Conference; 02/08/08, 9:00 a.m., 301 C (No Votes Will Be Taken) 

 Identical 

 HB 0735 Relating to Affordable Housing Property Tax 
Exemptions    

  
SB 1510 Relating to Public Meetings and Records/Pending Litigation Geller 

 

Public Meetings and Records/Pending Litigation; Clarifies that the term "pending 
litigation," with respect to an exemption allowing officers of a governmental entity to meet 
with an attorney, includes any matter that is the subject of the mandatory 6-month notice of 
intent to initiate a tort action lawsuit provided to a governmental entity and for which a 
lawsuit has not yet been filed, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 2/4/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1512 Relating to Transportation and Transit Authorities  Geller 

 
Transportation and Transit Authorities; Revises the definition of "agency" to exclude any 
transportation and transit authority established under the provisions on regional 
transportation or transit authorities from the provisions of the Administrative Procedure 
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Act. Requires a certain percentage of the proceeds from the rental car surcharge collected 
in counties served by the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority to be deposited 
in an account held by the authority, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 2/5/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1528 Relating to Community Redevelopment Agencies/Dissolution  Storms 

 

Community Redevelopment Agencies/Dissolution; Provides for the dissolution of 
community redevelopment agencies within 15 years after creation, except that such 
agencies that were created before July 1, 2008, and that have been in existence longer than 
15 years must be dissolved by July 1, 2009, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 2/5/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1544 Relating to Energy Saunders (B) 

 

Energy; Provides for the Florida Energy Office to be located within the Department of 
Environmental Protection. Authorizes the department to coordinate the development, 
review, and implementation of the state's energy policy, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
07/01/2008. 

 

 2/5/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1552 Relating to Everglades Restoration Bonds Saunders (B) 

 
Everglades Restoration Bonds; Extends the period during which Everglades restoration 
bonds may be issued to fiscal year 2019-2020 and increases the amount of such bonds that 
may be issued each fiscal year to $200 million, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008.  

 

 2/5/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1578 Relating to Property Rights Baker 

 

Property Rights; Shortens a notice period for certain actions. Provides for the state land 
planning agency to receive notice of claims. Revises procedures for determining a 
governmental entity's final decision identifying the allowable uses for a property, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 2/6/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1624 Relating to Public Procurement Deutch 

 Public Procurement; Prohibits transactions between state agencies and specified 
companies, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 2/7/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1626 Relating to Charter County Transit System Surtax Alexander  

 
Charter County Transit System Surtax; Renames the Charter County Transit System Surtax 
as the Charter County Transportation System Surtax. Expands the eligibility to levy the 
surtax to all charter counties, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Filed 
 Identical 
 HB 0747 Relating to Charter County Transit System Surtax    
  
SB 1634 Relating to Management of Wastewater Bennett 

 

Management of Wastewater: Requires that the Wastewater Compliance Evaluation Section 
in the Department of Environmental Protection identify sewage contaminant sources when 
certain health advisories prohibiting swimming in beach waters are issued, etc. Effective 
Date: 07/01/2008 

 

 2/7/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1644 Relating to Transportation King, Jr. 

 
Transportation: Prescribes when certain funds will become subject to appropriation. 
Revises the distribution of license tax moneys deposited in the State Transportation Trust 
Fund for the funding of the Florida Seaport Transportation and Economic Development 
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Program and certain seaport intermodal access projects, etc. Effective Date: 07/01/2008 
 2/8/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1654 Relating to Governmental Effectiveness and Efficiency Lawson Jr. 

 Governmental Effectiveness and Efficiency; Expresses the legislative intent to improving 
governmental effectiveness and efficiency. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 2/8/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1656 Relating to Governmental Effectiveness and Efficiency Lawson Jr. 

 Governmental Effectivness and Efficiency; Expresses the legislative intent to improving 
governmental effectiveness and efficiency. EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon becoming law.  

 2/8/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1666 Relating to Commuter Rail Service Baker 

 

Commuter Rail Service: Defines the terms "commuter rail service" and "rail corridor" for 
purposes of the rail program within the Department of Transportation. Authorizes the 
department to purchase and provide insurance in relation to rail corridors and to indemnify 
and hold harmless a railroad company when the department acquires a rail corridor from 
the company. Extends provisions to other governmental entities providing commuter rail 
service, etc. Effective Date: 07/01/2008 

 

 2/8/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 1672 Relating to Beach Management Jones 

 

Beach Management: Provides requirements concerning the quality and quantity of dredged 
sand placed on certain beaches adjacent to inlets. Requires an estimation of the requisite 
quantity of beach-quality sand by the Department of Environmental Protection and its 
consultants. Requires the protection of shorebirds and marine turtles, etc. Effective Date: 
07/01/2008 

 

 2/8/2008 SENATE Filed 
  
SB 7034 Relating to Information Technology Governmental Operations 

 

Information Technology; Revises the duties of the Legislative Budget Commission with 
respect to its review of information technology policies and plans. Creates the Office of 
Open Government within the Executive Office of the Governor. Requires that the 
Technology Review Workgroup review information technology projects as directed in the 
General Appropriations Act, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2008. 

 

 1/25/2008 SENATE Filed 
 1/28/2008 SENATE On Committee agenda - Governmental Operations, 02/07/08, 9:00 am, 110 S 
 2/7/2008 SENATE Submitted as Committee Bill by Governmental Operations 
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Other Emerging Regional Issues 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SWFRPC GREEN TEAM 

 
In July 2007 Florida Governor Charlie Crist signed Executive Order 07-126 which has 
the goal of “establishing climate change leadership by example: immediate actions to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from Florida State Government”.  Entities not directly 
under jurisdiction of the Governor are strongly encouraged to implement this Order.  
While the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council is not a state agency, it and its 
programs (i.e., Charlotte Harbor NEP) do receive state agency funding. 
 
Specifically, Section 1 of the Order lists greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 
state agencies and departments as follows: 10% reduction from current emissions by 
2012; 25% reduction by 2017 and 40% reduction by 2025.  The Order  directs agencies to 
track resulting financial savings and emission reductions; assess energy efficiency of 
agency facilities; improve “climate” performance of government facilities; improve 
“climate” performance of government procurement practices and fleet vehicles; and 
incorporate energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions as performance criteria 
for all business cases evaluated by the Council for Efficient Government in their 
determination if outsourcing projects are fiscally prudent for the State of Florida. Finally, 
the Order states that agencies, as of January 1, 2008, may not contract for meeting and 
conference space with hotels or conference facilities that have not received the DEP 
“Green Lodging” certification for best practices in water, energy and waste efficiency 
standards. 
 
SWFRPC staff is developing a list of short-term and long-term steps that can be 
implemented that are consistent with the Executive Order, such as increasing the use of 
double-sided copying and scheduling an energy audit.  An FPL energy audit was held on 
Tuesday, February 12, 2008.   
 
Attachments: Description of possible SWFRPC and Council staff actions, developed by 
the “Green Team”.   
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
Florida Governor Charlie Crist passed Executive Order 07-126 which has the goal of 
“establishing climate change leadership by example: immediate actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from Florida State Government”.  Specifically, Section 1 of the 
Order lists greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for state agencies and departments 
as follows: 10% reduction from current emissions by 2012; 25% reduction by 2017 and 
40% reduction by 2025.  Other entities not directly under jurisdiction of the Governor are 
strongly encouraged to implement this Order.  While the SWFRPC is not a state agency, 
it and its programs (i.e., Charlotte Harbor NEP) does receive state agency funding.  The 
Order then directs agencies to track resulting financial savings and emission reductions; 
improve “climate” performance of government facilities; improve “climate” performance 
of government procurement practices and fleet vehicles.  The Order states agencies as of 
January 1, 2008, may not contract for meeting and conference space with hotels or 
conference facilities that have not received the DEP “Green Lodging” certification for 
best practices in water, energy and waste efficiency standards.  The following steps are 
things the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council can do to implement the 
Executive Order.   
 
Recommended Council Actions: 

I. The Council can choose to pass a resolution supporting Executive Order 07-126 and 
stating it is in favor of implementing the actions within the Order. 

II. For committee meetings such as the monthly Council meetings, staff can transmit 
agenda packages and other meeting information electronically as much as practical.  
Transmit hard copies only to those who request them. 

a. If large documents will be distributed for review and discussion at a 
meeting (especially draft documents that will foreseeably change and be 
thrown away), such as a permit application, show the document in 
PowerPoint or other software to the committee rather than printing and 
copying the document for individual committee members.  Committee 
members who want a hard copy can request it.  Meeting items are often 
thrown away without further use. 

b. Project meeting agendas instead of printing one for each person. The 
agendas are useful for that meeting only and are usually subsequently 
thrown out. 

 
Recommended SWFRPC 
Staff Actions: 
 
II..  WWhhaatt  wwee  ccaann  ddoo  rriigghhtt  
nnooww::  
RECYCLE, REDUCE, REUSE, 
REPAIR AND REFILL 
 

GGrreeeenniinngg  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt::    
SSoouutthhwweesstt  FFlloorriiddaa RReeggiioonnaall PPllaannnniinngg CCoouunncciill  



 
GGrreeeenniinngg  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt::    

SSoouutthhwweesstt  FFlloorriiddaa RReeggiioonnaall PPllaannnniinngg CCoouunncciill  

RECYCLE: Develop methods so that all cans, plastic, and paper are sent into the 
recycling stream. Recycling benefits the environment by conserving natural resources, 
saving energy, reducing pollution, and saving landfill space.  The amount of energy 
required to recycle materials is much less than required to produce and refine virgin 
material. This reduces annual energy costs by more than $15 billion. 

• There should be large recycle bins for cans and a separate for plastic on both 
floors. 

• Paper recycle bins should be in each office and dumped into downstairs bin as 
needed. 

REDUCE and REUSE: Purchase only those items we will definitely use and reuse 
old equipment and office items as much as possible, not only to save money but to 
eliminate waste.  Rent equipment we don’t use often instead of purchasing.  When 
making a purchase, we should pay attention to packaging. Purchase items that do not 
have lots of packaging and use fiber bags obtained from conferences or purchased from 
grocery stores instead of having groceries and office items wrapped in plastic shopping 
bags. Buy used whenever possible and sell/donate equipment and furniture to schools and 
charitable organizations when possible. 
 
Personal choices are important, and each person can make a difference with their 
personal choices, such as the following:   

• Bring your own mug to the Starbucks going in down the street. 
• Buying locally reduces transport and often packaging as well. 
• Buy organic food and drinks for functions. 
• Use environmentally friendly cleaning products, such as Seventh Generation. Buy 

recycled toilet paper and paper towels, such as Seventh Generation and Publix 
Green Wise products. 

• Left-over napkins from Subway and other take-out places can be used later.  Store 
the unused ones in your desk and kitchen for another time.   

• Request less packaging from your grocery and other stores and take-out places. 
• When shopping bring your own bags to carry items home. Keep the bags under 

the seat in your car so that you have them handy when you have to make a quick 
stop.  

• Plant Florida friendly plants that greatly reduce water and fertilizer use.   
 
AA..  RReedduucciinngg  PPaappeerr  WWaassttee  
Recycling benefits the environment by conserving 
natural resources, saving energy, reducing pollution, 
and saving landfill space.  Recycling activities 
employs more than 500,000 workers and produce 
final products worth more than $50 billion. The 
amount of energy required to recycle materials is 
much less than that required to produce and refine 
virgin material. This reduces annual energy costs by 
more than $15 billion. By promoting recycling and 
the need to reuse, recycle and buy recycled products we can significantly reduce the 
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GGrreeeenniinngg  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt::    

SSoouutthhwweesstt  FFlloorriiddaa RReeggiioonnaall PPllaannnniinngg CCoouunncciill  

amount of waste going to landfill sites. Without consumer demand for products made 
from recycled materials (with less packaging!) there will be less recycled materials (and 
lots of packaging!) available on the market.   
1) For committees, transmit agenda packages and other meeting information 

electronically as much as practical.  Transmit hard copies only to those who 
request them. 

a. Get the committee to approve this first!  
b. If large documents will be distributed for review and discussion at a 

meeting (especially draft documents that will foreseeably change and be 
thrown away), such as a permit application, show the document in 
PowerPoint or other software to the committee rather than printing and 
copying the document for individual committee members.  Committee 
members who want a hard copy can request it.  Meeting items are often 
thrown away without further use. 

c. Project meeting agendas instead of printing one for each person. The 
agendas are useful for that meeting only and usually are thrown out 
without further use. 

2) Forms, such as the Excel training manual, should be put on the Intranet instead of 
distributed to staff.  Staff meeting agendas and other items can be printed out by 
individuals if they wish. Otherwise, these items are often thrown away.  

3) When printing or copying documents, use double-sided function. 
4) Use paper from the recycle bins when printing draft documents. 
5) Timesheets and travel reimbursement forms in electronic format.  Signatures can 

be scanned and inserted into these forms and 
sent to accounting staff.  Back-up material 
such as receipts can be handed to accounting 
staff separately. 

6) Payroll receipts and invoices can be sent to 
staff electronically.  

7) Purchase paper, envelopes, file folders, and 
binders in recycled and recyclable materials.   

8) Bookmark online pages instead of printing 
and only print the relevant parts of emails. 

9) When receiving DRIs, project 
applications/proposals, or other large files 
require they be submitted in electronic format 
only or if needed, in recycled paper/board 
with recycled binders. 

10) Reuse file folders.  Make note/scratch pads 
from used paper.  

11) Ask yourself, do I really need to print this? 
12) To Stop Junk Mail, send your address and a request to be removed from all 

mailing lists to: 
Mail Preference Service 
Direct Marketing Association 
P.O. Box 9008 
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GGrreeeenniinngg  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt::    
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Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008 
To stop various unwanted solicitations, browse: www.obviously.com/junkmail 

BB..  RReedduucciinngg  WWaatteerr  UUssee  
1) Be mindful of your water consumption. Use as little as possible and don’t leave 

the faucet running while doing dishes. 
 
CC..  RReedduucciinngg  PPllaassttiicc  WWaassttee  
1) Eliminate plastic bags in trash cans in staff 

offices.  These are currently thrown out 
from each office 2 times per week 
containing as little as 1 coffee cup.   Staff 
can throw out food and organic waste into 
central trash bins on both floors as needed 
so as to keep office trash cans clean.  

2) Purchase plates and kitchen utensils for use 
at staff functions such as birthday and 
holiday celebrations and individual staff 
lunches.  There is a dishwasher upstairs than can be run 1-2 times per week and 
on an as needed basis.  This will eliminate plastic plate, cups and utensil waste 
and save money at the same time. 

3) For council and other meetings and functions, offer water as one does juice—in 
large plastic jugs versus individual plastic containers.  Staff should look into 
purchasing recycled/recyclable cups.    

4) Reuse plastics and aluminum packaging for food items from meetings. 
 
D.D.  Reducing  Energy  Use  Reducing Energy Use
Improving energy efficiency saves money and helps protect the environment without 
sacrificing comfort.  
1) Schedule an energy audit. 
2) The most effective method of reducing the amount of energy consumed by the 

manufacturing sector of our economy is to reduce the amount of unnecessary 
products produced, and to reuse items in their original form wherever possible.  

3) Remember to set your thermostat according to your use of the house/office. 
While you are away from home or work or when you go to sleep, set the 
temperature so that your heat and air isn’t used as much. A programmable 
thermostat can help.  

4) If you are not in a room, make sure all the lights are off. Turn off lights when not 
in use—bathrooms, hallways, kitchen, offices, storage or closets should not have 
light on when no one is in them.  Also, use lighting appropriate for the task. A 
small reading lamp in your favorite chair is more efficient than lighting the whole 
room.  

5) Purchase Energystar compliant computers, computer monitors, printers, copiers 
and other electronic devices.  Start looking at energy efficiencies when purchasing 
new equipment. Make sure Energystar features when existing are enabled. 
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6) Eliminate number of light bulbs in individual lights when possible—example—
hallway lights have 2-4 bulbs.  We could get by with only 1 or eliminate all from 
every other light. Use natural lighting when possible. 

7) Log off computers and TURN OFF monitors when leaving your office or if not in 
use.  Set computer monitors to timeout after a few minutes of inactivity. 

8) Use ink-jet printers which use 90% less energy.  Laptop computers for staff use 
90% less energy. 

9) Compact fluorescent lights use 2/3 less energy and last 10 times longer than 
standard incandescent bulbs. 

10) Turn off conference room equipment when not in use. 
 
EE..  RReedduucciinngg  GGaass  aanndd  CCaarrbboonn  EEmmiissssiioonnss  
In Fiscal Year 2006 one member of the Council staff (CHNEP scientist) drove ca. 5,575 
miles to attend meetings and workshops for work.  Her car has a gas mileage of 
approximately 30 miles per gallon, so she produced almost 2 tons of CO2 emissions in 1 
year for work.  This does not account for her emissions during out-of-state travel for 
conferences that required airline travel. We can reduce the number of miles we drive for 
work to meetings by carpooling or taking mass transit wherever possible. Avoiding 10 
miles of driving every week would eliminate about 500 pounds of carbon dioxide 
emissions a year. 
1) Organize staff carpool or inter-office carpool when possible.  Carpool to meetings 

with others you know will attend.   
2) Walk to nearby place for lunch instead of driving. Not only will you reduce fossil 

fuel consumption and carbon emissions, you’ll burn calories and improve your 
cardio-vascular health at the same time.  

 
IIII..  LLoonngg--tteerrmm  ggooaallss  ((mmaayy  rreeqquuiirree  $$))::  
Change how we think of waste, the environment and the implications of our actions. 
Understand the costs of our current lifestyle and work practices so that we can in the 
future know when these costs are too high.   
 
AA..  RReedduucciinngg  PPaappeerr  WWaassttee  
1) Install hand dryers in the bathrooms and eliminate paper towels. 
 
BB..  RReedduucciinngg  WWaatteerr  UUssee  
1) Obtain dual-flush toilets.  We may be able to have these donated/sponsored for 

the publicity. 
 
CC..  RReedduucciinngg  PPllaassttiicc  WWaassttee  
1) Install a water cooler in the 1st floor conference room to help eliminate need for 

bottled water and save money in the long run. 
 
DD..  RReedduucciinngg  EEnneerrggyy  UUssee  
1) Motion detectors for bathroom, closet and misc. other lights.  
2) Make office Zero Energy Use office. 
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3) Make parking lot lights are timed appropriately for night time use only. 
 
EE..  RReedduucciinngg  GGaass  aanndd  CCaarrbboonn  EEmmiissssiioonnss  
1) Install bike rack and reimburse staff for bicycle purchases when they are used for 

commuting.  Offer reimbursement for use of public transport for commuting or 
office transport.   

2) Purchase an energy efficient car or hybrid when looking to replace Council car.  
Council car costs offset reimbursing staff for mileage to meetings; a fuel efficient 
car will create even more cost savings to Council.  

3) Offer shorter work week or telecommuter options to Council staff when practical.  
For instance, some federal agencies offer 40 hour, 4-day work week every other 
week as an option to staff.  
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SWFRPC RESOLUTION #2008-01 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL REGARDING LAND PROCUREMENT IN 

GLADES COUNTY BY THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AND THE US ARMY CORPS OF 

ENGINEERS 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and South Florida Water Management 
District either singularly or jointly have purchased lands worth more than $61 million in Glades 
County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, now 1,775 acres has been purchased for approximately $35 million; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Glades County, Florida is a rural, agriculture area, recognized as a Rural Area 
of Economic Concern; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Glades County lands continue to be bought by State and Federal entities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Glades County economic and revenue base has been greatly eroded 
because of these events; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the combined events of the above will have a devastating effect on the 
County’s future economy and well-being; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council: 
 
 For fair and just compensation in the form of payment in lieu of tax fund for lands 
purchased by the South Florida Water Management District and the US Army Corps of Engineers 
to extend and perpetuity base on a fair and reasonable evaluation of the purposes of which they 
purchase the property. 
 

Procurement of future lands in Glades County by the South Florida Water Management 
District and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is completed only after alternative studies have been 
accomplished to determine if other locations could be used just as effectively. 

 
To the extent possible, avoid further purchases and have a detailed dialogue with the 

Board of County Commissioners prior to any further purchases of lands that are on the County tax 
rolls.  Begin discussions as soon as possible after consideration of Glades lands.  If Glades County 
lands are to be used, total compensation including future tax values must be paid. 

 
PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED BY THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL 

PLANNING COUNCIL this       day of               , 2008. 



 
 
 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
 
 

 
 

Andrea Messina, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
 

 Kenneth Heatherington, Executive Director 
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